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In a blow to local restaurants, cafes, pubs and hotels, the
state government has said the 20-person limit will remain
in place until at least July 12, due to increased COVID-19

transmission in the state.

The announcement dashed the
plans for venues and attractions
to increase their capacity over the
school holidays.

The booking limit of 20 is still in
place for caravan parks, camping
groups and hostels, however the on-
site community facilities can now
open. Overnight stays in tourist ac-
commodation also have a 20-person
limit on group bookings.

General Manager of Destination
Phillip Island, Kim Storey said she
was devastated for the local industry
and the restrictions would impact on
tourism and hospitality owners try-
ing to “collect valuable income with
a larger capacity”

“All things considered the most im-
portant point is that we all need to fol-
low the directions from the Chief Medi-
cal Officer, and we certainly want our
region to remain safe from COVID-19.”

Ms Storey said she hoped people

would travel and stay in the region
during the school holidays.

“We will encourage visitors to
source takeaways, produce, and
make booked sittings at venues and
experiences that are bookable.

“Visitors have the opportunity to dis-
cover the Whale Trail, and our Holiday
Parks will be welcoming caravanners
and campers again, one of our key tra-
ditional markets to the region.”

DPI has launched a “Wander this
Winter” campaign with television com-
mercials and social media videos to
encourage people to visit Phillip Island.

She said the DPI board was seek-
ing strong support for the local in-
dustry and the many small business-
es affected by the pandemic.

The Victorian Tourism Industry
Council said operators across the
state were struggling.

In a recent survey of members, 87
per cent said they had partially or
fully ceased operations since the CO-
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VID-19 restrictions were put in place,
but 46 per cent reopened at the start
of June when restrictions eased.

Of the businesses that did not re-
open, 50 per cent said they were al-
lowed to, but chose not to, because
it was financially unviable, or they
could not meet the distance and
space requirements.

Local operators have voiced similar
concerns, with some predicting many
businesses will close once the JobKeep-
er subsidies finish (see separate story).

Back to the pub

Although the 20-person limit has
not increased, patrons are now able to
drink at a pub without ordering a meal.

Nick Say from the Westernport
Hotel in San Remo said while the
decision not to increase the limit to
50 was frustrating, he supported the
government decision.

“I'd rather the stronger approach
now and knock it on the head and
then open for summer,” he said.

“If we miss out on the summer
trade, we’ll be in all sorts of trouble.”

Nick said their customers are trying
to support the venue as much as pos-
sible, ordering food as well as drinks,
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however anyone wanting to come in
just for a drink was also welcome.

“We really want people back in the
building. A pub is not pub without people.”

Despite the restrictions staying in
place, the Westernport has extended its
opening times from Thursday to Sunday.

“We’re open for dinner on Thursday,
from 5pm until 9pm, then all day Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday,”said Nick.

“People can come in and watch the
footy and we’re serving meals all day.”

With hotels, bars and restaurants
operating with limited capacity, he
said anyone wanting to eat out should
call ahead and make a reservation.

“I think this is true for all hospital-
ity venues - we all want to encour-
age forward bookings. It is hard to
manage expectations with walk ups.

“We hate saying no to people.”

Nick and his wife Mish also run the
Phillip Island Winery, which has now
reopened Friday through to Sunday,
with three seatings per day.

Every session has been booked out since
the winery reopened earlier this month.

Reassessing daily

The popular San Remo Hotel had
also been looking forward to restric-
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tions easing.

It is currently operating six days a
week (closed Tuesdays), with the bis-
tro serving dinner on weekdays and
lunch and dinner on the weekend.

Hotel manager Elyse Pratt said as
they are able to seat diners in the
bistro and sports bar, the overall ca-
pacity of the venue was 53 patrons.

The number of customers who are
able to just come in for a drink will
be determined by the number of bis-
tro bookings.

“If we have 40 bookings, then we
will have 13 spare seats in the sports
bar for customers just looking to
drink,”explained Elyse.

“However if we have 53 bookings come
through then they will take priority.

“All of our customers are extremely
understanding and abiding to all guide-
lines which has been a great help.”

On Wednesdays, the hotel will
open from 12pm until 5pm for bar
service only, with meals starting
from 5pm.

She said with the changing restric-
tions and variable weather, they are
reassessing daily if they need to in-
crease or reduce hours, including at
the bottle shop.
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Bass Coast COVID-19 update®

Local residents
tested positive

2370

tests done locally

0

Active cases

*From BCH Assessment clinics only.
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Done and dusted for Sunset Strip

Sunset Strip residents failed to get
the support of Bass Coast Shire coun-
cillors in their push to have dust sup-
pressant seals reinstated on local roads.

Residents lodged a petition in
February with the shire, contain-
ing 232 signatures, detailing their
objections to the shire’s “excessive”
special charge scheme for roads and
drainage, and calling for roads to be
covered with the “successful” dust
suppressant.

New gravel roads in Sunset Strip
were installed by the shire in No-
vember after the dust suppressant
seal was removed from Sunset
Drive, Bermagui Crescent, Back
Beach Road service road and Happy
Valley Drive.

Residents Colleen McGrath and
Paul Doherty presented the petition
and have led a campaign to have the
dust suppressant reinstated on Sun-
set Strip roads.

“This has become a very drawn
out process that has a simple solu-
tion.That is a spray on bitumen. This
will stop the choking dust in sum-
mer and the slippery mud in winter,”
they said.

“Given the financial stress Covid
has put on our communities, it be-
comes even more unrealistic to ex-
pect our small community to come
up with more than $7 million for a
Council endorsed roads and drains
project most people don’t want.”

However, councillors at last week’s
meeting disagreed, saying dust sup-
pressant was not a solution with the

Sunset Strip residents call to reinstate dust suppressant seals on local
roads saying the new gravel roads caused amenity and health issues,

was dismissed by councillors.

shire’s policy of street schemes the
only answer.

Cr Stephen Fullarton said the push
for a temporary spray seal had been
abandoned by past councils because
the cost was“not acceptable”.

He said his “greatest frustration
and disappointment” was that this
current council had progressed no
street schemes.

“In the 1980s Phillip Island Coun-
cil wanted to seal every street but
that was thwarted. In 1983 it would
have cost $3000 per property but
now it costs $18,000,” Cr Fullarton
said.

“Sunset Strip’s street scheme was
thwarted (at the time of the last
council) when angry people from
the city said they were happy to live
on dirt roads.

Virtual fence takes a hit

Part of the virtual fence designed
to protect wildlife on the Cowes-
Rhyll road has been destroyed.

Earlier this month, a driver swerved
to avoid a wallaby and lost control of
their vehicle. The car took out one
of the virtual fence devices before
crashing into an embankment.

Bass Coast Shire Council said
they detected the damaged device as
part of a site inspection.

“The device is replaceable, and
one will be reinstalled in the next
week or two and will have mini-
mal impact on the study,” a council
spokesperson said.

Roadkill trial

Virtual fencing was introduced on
a section of the Cowes-Rhyll Road
in April.

Bass Coast Shire allocated $30,000
to address the island’s roadkill prob-
lem, after citizen scientist Ron Day

began his own roadkill survey on
the Cowes-Rhyll Road.

Virtual fencing is activated by
approaching headlights, emitting
sound and light to alert and repel
animals from the roadside.

Mayor Cr Brett Tessari said the
shire had been working with Phil-
lip Island Nature Parks and Victoria
University researchers to examine
the effectiveness of the technology.

“If the trial is effective, virtual fenc-
ing may be considered for broader
implementation at known hot spots
across Bass Coast Shire and poten-
tially, more broadly across the state,”
CrTessari said.

A Nature Parks spokesperson said
the study would provide evidence
for the possible influence of virtual
fencing on roadkill rates.

He said a full 12-month period was
required to account for seasonal
changes in the rates.

“I have been approached by peo-
ple living in Sunset Strip pleading
for a street scheme.

“We need the people of Sunset
Strip to get behind council and get a
street scheme.”

Cr Michael Whelan said devel-
opers created subdivisions “on the
cheap”, “getting away with third
world conditions”.

“We need to stick to the council
policy to get facilities, but it has to be
done through a road and drainage
scheme,” Cr Whelan said.

Cr Bruce Kent said primer seal
was not a long-term solution.

“Sunset Strip residents should
speak to Cape Woolamai residents
who originally complained about
their street scheme but now say the
outcome is great.”

Residents respond

Colleen and Paul responded to
the council vote, describing it as
“pathetic”.

“In a matter of minutes council
snubbed over 200 Sunset Strip resi-
dents by not acknowledging their
letters and complaints,’they said.

“Not one word mentioned about
our health and safety, core issues.
They voted unanimously to contin-
ue the unforgiving mantra of roads,
drains, roads, drains and a few foot-
paths too.”

They said Cr Fullarton’s dream
was to “pave Phillip island, but it’s
our nightmare”.

“Cr Fullarton was elected to rep-
resent the people not to live his
dreams. While he had 200-plus let-
ters from a united community, most-
ly permanent residents, he claims
this issue has been driven by out of
towners.”

Resident Matt West also respond-
ed to the livestreamed councillor
vote, saying “it was really disap-
pointing and I actually wish I hadn’t
watched it”.

“Their message was that holiday
house owners alone were stopping
the roads program, which is really
sad and poor leadership,” Matt said.

Earlier this year residents com-
plained to the Ombudsman about
the shire’s lack of action on the road,
with an officer from the Ombuds-
man’s office last week replying the
residents had no case.

The Noble Tom Prosser, the oil rig moored off Cowes since April left
in a spectacular blaze of lights last week. Originally due to depart on
Wednesday, June 17, weather conditions delayed the departure with
the rig finally being towed out of Western Port at 9pm on Thursday
night. The rig is returning to Bass Strait. Photo: Brian Asbury.
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Cultural Centre demolition
gets the green light

The demolition of the Cowes Cul-
tural Centre moved one step closer
after Bass Coast Shire councillors
last week approved the contractor to
flatten the building.

Contractor Deconstruct Group
was successfully awarded the tender
to demolish, with the site handed
over to them after July 13, and the
works expected to take about two
months to finish.

The demolition will be in two stages,
with this contract for stage one only.

The $230,983 contract included a
provisional sum of $7,732 for asbestos
removal, including hygienist costs.

Earlier this year the shire advised
it would stop taking bookings for the
existing building from July 1.

According to the timeline for the
project construction is not due to be-
gin until May 2021.

Last month, Architectural firm
Jackson Clements Burrows was
awarded the $1.4 million contract
to finalise the designs of the new
centre, at 91-97 Thompson Avenue,
Cowes.

Some community groups have ac-
cused the shire of pushing through
the project without adequate con-
sultation and before full funding is
secured.

Phillip Island Voice and the Bass
Coast Residents and Ratepayers As-
sociation described the plans for de-
molition as premature.

Cr Stephen Fullarton addressed
community concerns about “va-
cant land sitting there for a sub-
stantial amount of time”, saying
“there were always issues with
demolition of buildings”, including
possibly asbestos.

“lI equate this to a large house
project I'm working on in Coronet
Bay,” said Cr Fullarton, who works
in construction, “and the engineers
required that building sit for three to

A demolition contract has been award to Deconstruct Group to demolish the
existing Cowes Cultural Centre. The site will be handed over after July 13.

four months to allow moisture into
the soil.

“There can be other structural
reasons, but we also need to move
ahead and get something done.”

Cr Les Larke was prevented from
speaking by Mayor Brett Tessari af-
ter he attacked the project, saying “it
should never have been approved”.

“The money could have been allo-
cated across the shire in roads, foot-
paths and drainage,” Cr Larke said,
before Cr Tessari intervened saying
he needed to stick to the point of the
motion.

Cr Fullarton responded saying Cr
Larke “clearly had no understanding

of our community at all”.

Cr Pam Rothfield said only one
contractor applied for the tender,
so “we didn’t have much choice, but
they qualified”.

At the October 2019 meeting,
council voted to demolish the exist-
ing building and construct a modern
centre.

A report presented at the meeting
said demolishing the current build-
ing and designing a new facility will
be marginally less expensive than
renovating and redesigning the ex-
isting structure.

The cost of the project is estimated
at $19 million.

No increase for Penguin Parade

Plans for Phillip Island Nature
Parks to increase visitor numbers to
250, as well as reopening the Antarc-
tic Journey and the Nobbies Centre,
have been shelved.

On the weekend, the state govern-
ment announced some restrictions
would be re-imposed to try and contain
rising rates of COVID-19 infection.

Following that announcement, Phil-
lip Island Nature Parks issued a state-
ment saying they would now continue
to operate at the original maximum
capacity limit of 100 visitors.

“We will not be increasing capac-
ity at the Penguin Parade, Koala
Conservation Reserve and Churchill
Island to 250 visitors as we had an-
nounced on Friday 19 June,” the
statement said.

“The Antarctic Journey and Nob-
bies visitor centre will remain closed
for the time being, however we will
be opening the Nobbies Kiosk from
Saturday 27 June.”

Online tickets are essential to gain
entry to all of PINP’s attractions, and
the organisation said staff are en-
suring that physical distancing and
enhanced hygiene measures remain
implemented across all venues so
visitors and staff can all stay safe.

School holiday activities

Despite the continuing restrictions,
the Nature Parks has announced they

Plans to increase the visitor numbers
at the Penguin Parade and other at-
tractions were abandoned after the
state government re-introduced re-
strictions to contain rising COVID-19
infection rates.

will still be offering additional school
holiday activities at the Koala Conser-
vation Reserve and Churchill Island.

At the Koala Conservation Reserve,
a digital quest has been set up for
the young (and the young at heart)
to experience a self-guided journey
through the woodlands, learning
about koalas; their precious habitat
and how the Nature Parks is helping
save them from their plight.

At Churchill Island, old fashioned
games and a heritage quest will be
available daily, with costumed staff on
hand to provide some extra pointers
on weekends. The walking tracks are
all open for public use as well.

Aquatics dream one step closer

Bass Coast Shire Council has an-
nounced the next step in the process
to purchase land for the proposed
Aquatics and Recreation Precinct on
the outskirts of Cowes.

The land at the southwest corner of
the intersection of Phillip Island and
Ventnor roads, also known as the
Cowes Carnival Site, is now the sub-
ject of a Public Acquisition Overlay
(PAO), after the Minister for Plan-
ning gazetted Amendment C153.

Council said the application of
the PAO reserves the land, so that
it can be “acquired to establish and

enhance the public open space net-
work on Phillip Island”.

A spokesperson said officers will
negotiate with the landowner to fi-
nalise the sale.The land is earmarked
to be home to the Phillip Island Aquat-
ics and Recreation Precinct, which
Council said will “provide Phillip Is-
land with essential recreation and
aquatics facility to improve the health
and wellbeing of the local community
and visitors to the Island”.

Residents of Phillip Island have
waged a decades long campaign for
an aquatic centre.

extra travel time.

To minimise disruptions, some of the
works will be undertaken at night,
between Sunday 28th June and Friday

BACK BEACH ROAD AND
PHILLIP ISLAND ROAD
ROUNDABOUT
CONSTRUCTION
NIGHT WORKS.

Fowlers Asphalting Pty Ltd, on behalf of
Regional Roads Victoria, are constructing
a new dual lane roundabout at the
intersection of Phillip Island Road and
Back Beach Road, Phillip Island.

undertaken.

For further enquiries, please contact our

office on 5633 2918 or

Fowlers Asphalting Pty Ltd and Regional
Roads Victoria thank you for your patience
whilst these important works are being

Daniel Parise on 0438 030 221.

With restrictions starting to ease, we are allowed to
open next week. Things are going to be a lot different
though and we will need you all to adjust with us.
So for the next month we will just be a bowling dlley
with only 16 bowlers at a time.

BOOKINGS NOW ESSENTIAL.
Instead of purchasing games, we will be booking sessions.
Cost will be $20 per person for an hour session of
unlimited bowling with only 2 people per lane

We will NOT be open for amusement games, NO
children’s playground, NO Lazer Zone, NO Pool Tables
and NO cafe. We will be a bowling dlley, able to serve

Sessions available
Mon 22 to Fri June 26
12pm - Tpm

1.30pm - 2.30pm
3pm - 4pm

4.30pm - 5.30pm
6pm = 7pm

7.30pm — 8.30pm

LKO00288AA

Sessions available

Sat June 27 to Sun July 12
9.30am - 10.30am
10.450m - 11.45am
12pm - Tpm

1.15pm = 2.15pm

2.30pm - 3.30pm

3.45pm — 4.45pm

5pm - 6pm

6.15pm = 7.15pm

3rd July, weather permitting. These works
will generally be carried out between
6:00pm and 6:00am. During these times,
a 40km/h speed limit and lane closures
will apply, with traffic controllers on site
to direct road users safely through the
work zone. Keep an eye out for changed
traffic conditions and expect delays. Allow

Further information on the project can be
found on online, by visiting regionalroads.
vic.gov.au and searching ‘Back Beach
Road roundabout’.

Real-time traffic conditions, including
road closures, are available at traffic.
vicroads.vic.gov.au or via the VicTraffic
mobile app.

drinks, alcoholic and non-alcoholic plus confectionery.
Please arrive 15min prior to session times as these will
not be flexible.

Cost is $20 per person/per session Adults and Children oo
This is going to be tricky for all of us to adapt to, so we v \¥ M
thank you for your patience through these times.

Call us on 5952 3977 to make a booking, because
with only 16 bowlers per session, we're sure they will
start to fill up fast.

7.30 - 8.30pm

<
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Bass Coast Budget 2020/2021

Budget pain and gain

The bad news: you’ll pay more for
Bass Coast Shire rates, including a
massive price hike for the privilege
of kerbside waste.

The good news: Phillip Island will
receive a bumper number of major
projects, including planning for a
community pool, a new transfer sta-

ion, Cowes Cultural Centre redevel-
opment, and upgrades at Anderson
Road boat ramp and Rhyll jetty area.

Plus, those hit by the economic

impact of Coronavirus will have fur-

her financial support, totalling $4
million, while about 16 senior shire
staff have foregone an annual salary
increase in response to COVID-19.

The shire’s draft budget for 2020-
2021, released last week for public
comment, includes sweeteners to
soften the sour.

While some had hoped for no in-
crease to rates, given the current
economic slump, the budget propos-
es a two per cent increase, in keep-
ing with the State Government’s rate
cap and in line with about 70 per
cent of other councils.

The average rates bill will be
$1544, based on a property re-eval-
uation at the start of this year, which
saw properties increase by an aver-
age four per cent.

However, rates also include garbage
charges, which this year cop a whop-
ping 11 per cent increase to $496.50,
making Bass Coast’s one of the high-
est in Victoria (see separate story).

The budget states the two per cent
increase was necessary to deliver ser-

ices,“stimulate the local economy and
provide employment opportunities”.

The draft budget was presented at the June Council meeting and is open for public comment and submissions until

Tuesday, July 21.

As such, the budget will pump $28
million into capital works, including;:

e Aquatics planning and design
(Phillip Island and Wonthaggi) -
$3.08 million;

e Phillip Island recreation reserve
planning (the proposed sports hub
on the ‘carnival land’) — $150,000;

e Cowes Cultural and Community
Centre redevelopment — $4 million
(being the initial funding for a $19
million project);

e Phillip Island Transfer Station
planning and design — $250,000 and
Gap Road assessment and plan (to
determine use for the remainder of
the 45ha site) — $100,000;

e Anderson Road boat ramp east
carpark upgrade, Cowes - $380,000;

e Rhyll Jetty area plan (including
paving and landscaping the gravel
area) — $30,000;

e Cowes public area improvement
plans (around the Cultural Centre

and main street) — $350,000;

e Bass Coast dinosaur trail plan -
$250,000;

e Climate Change Actions -
$500,000; and

e Wonthaggi Secondary College
Senior Campus plan - $100,000

Response

Cowes resident Peter McMahon has
analysed the budget and said once

Seatbhelts.

again the shire’s number crunchers
had been “crafty” with figures, “pick-
ing and choosing how they presen
the numbers so when you first read
the document it looks great”.

“However, on further checking
am not so sure. The budget doesn’
allow the average person to follow i
logically,” Peter said.

“One of the big red flags of the
budget is the massive increase o
the garbage charge of 11.6 per cent.
Our charge has to be one of the most
expensive in Victoria.”

Peter said his other concerns wit
the budget included the Cowes Cul-
tural Centre demolition and rebuild.

“In October last year we were told
they would borrow $10 million to
build the Cowes Cultural Centre and
now this budget says they will borro
just $4 million. So how long will it be
before the Cultural Centre is rebuilt?”

Peter welcomed the budget alloca-
tion of $150,000 for what he hoped
was a master plan for the proposed
new sports hub, on the corner of Phil-
lip Island and Ventnor roads (await-
ing final approval from the State Gov-
ernment on compulsory acquisition).

He also welcomed $3.8 million for
aquatics planning, for the curren
Wonthaggi pool and the long-await-
ed island pool.

CEO Ali Wastie said anyone strug-
gling to pay rates in the current cli-
mate could be helped by the shire’s
hardship policy.

“We totally understand how toug
it is with job losses, especially or
Phillip Island,” Ms Wastie said.

“Earlier this year we put in place

What’s stopping you?

Last year, 31 people died while not wearing a seatbelt.

TAC

State

ORIA

Government
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a hardship policy so people doing it
tough can be helped.

“We’re also spending on capital
works to stimulate the economy.”

Cr Pam Rothfield said it was “un-
fortunate”they were increasing rates
by the two per cent cap.

Cr Les Larke — usually a critic of
council coffers — said he was “satis-
fied with some exceptions”, especial-
ly legacy issues of debt.

COVID-19

The draft budget allocates $2.8
million in fee relief and economic
stimulus in response to COVID-19.

Following a $965,000 pandemic re-
covery package announced in April
this year, a second recovery package
is proposed in this budget.

This does not include grants, but
proposes fee waivers, funding to
promote the shire and identifies
projects to stimulate the economy,
bringing the shire’s total Corona-
virus response to about $4 million,
including:

e Freeze on fees and charges -
$350,000

e Full year waiver of business sig-
nage, footpath trading and liquor li-
cences — $30,000

e Three months’ rent relief to shire
lessees — $200,000

¢ Business and event recovery sup-
port — $40,000

e Affordable housing initiative —
$130,000

“Councilis acutely aware of the finan-
cial and social impacts of COVID-19 in
our community,”the budget states.

“Ratepayers will have the ability to
access rate relief should they need it
under our new hardship policy ad-
opted by in May.”

Rate increase

The average rate bill rises to $1544
across 32,115 rateable properties in
the shire.

A revaluation of all properties was

carried out in January and will apply
for the 2020-2021 year, with an aver-
age four per cent rise.

Of this increase, residential prop-
erties have increased by 3.6 per cent,
farms by 5.4 per cent, commercial
properties by 4.7 per cent, industrial
properties by 4.6 per cent and vacant
properties by 7.2 per cent.

“The proposed budget continues
to support our agricultural commu-
nity with a rating differential of 80
per cent, plus the opportunity to ap-
ply for the Rural Land Management
Program, which returns approxi-
mately $634,000 in environmental
value to the rural community,” the
budget states.

In real terms, total rates — including
the $496.50 garbage charge and two per
cent rate cap — will be up 3.3 per cent.

Last year the real increase was
4.25 per cent, while the budget fore-
casts the ‘21-°22 increase will be five
per cent, followed by further hits of
5.6 per cent (‘22-23) and 5.5 per cent
(in ‘23-24).

Rates and charges this year will to-
tal $64.5 million, rising to $75.6 mil-
lion in 2023.

State-wide the Consumer Price In-
dex is forecast to be 2.25 per cent in
2020-21.

A formal review of the shire’s rat-
ing strategy was started in the past
year but was discontinued in the
wake of COVID-19.

Bottom line

Bass Coast’s draft budget projects
a total operating income of $82.5 mil-
lion and total operating expenditure
of $79.4 million, with an underlying
surplus of $200,000.

Debt servicing alone will cost
$12.5 million, with $5.5 million in
new borrowings to fund the capital
works program, therefore increas-
ing total borrowings to $20.1 million
from June 2021.

An Enterprise Agreement for shire

staff wages started in the 2018/19
financial year, provides a 1.8 per
cent annual salary increment to of-
ficers across the three years ending
June 2022.

Senior shire officers have foregone
their 1.8 per cent annual salary in-
crease in response to COVID-19.

Employee costs remained stable at
$29.6 million, compared to $29.2 mil-
lion last year; although this will rise
to $34.1 million in 2023/24, with staff
numbers continuing to hover around
292 full-time equivalents.

Peter McMahon commented that
“for the first time we have the num-
ber of staffing positions within the
budget”.

“Previously we have had to wait
for the annual report to obtain them,”
he said.

Have your say

The draft budget will be open for
public comment and submissions
until Tuesday, July 21.

Council will receive and hear sub-
missions from the public at a special
meeting on July 29.

The final 2020/21 budget will be
presented at the council meeting on
August 19.

Due to COVID-19 the shire will not
hold a drop-in session, as in prior
years.

Instead there will be an online
Facebook forum where the commu-
nity can give input and ask questions.

Details: Facebook - Tuesday, July
7 at www.facebook.com/basscoast-
shire from 6pm to 7.30pm.

Copies of the draft 2020/21 budget
are available for inspection at: Bass
Coast Civic Centre (airlock) Wont-
haggi or Grantville Transaction Cen-
tre, 1504-1510 Bass Hwy.

The budget can also be download-
ed from www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/
budget or request a copy by mail, by
phoning 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or
(03) 5671 2211.

Friends of Scenic Estate Reserve volunteers planting at the Reserve

entrance.

Getting Scenic

The Friends of Scenic Estate
Reserve (FOSER) emerged from
COVID isolation to hold its first
group activity since March with
two planting days.

John Eddy, FOSER coordina-
tor said Bass Coast Shire Council,
which manages the Reserve along
with Phillip Island Nature Parks
and Parks Victoria, gave approval
for the planting day, provided
FOSER follow strict guidelines for
the event.

“The aim was to plant and guard
190 plants over two small sites, one
at the entrance from the carpark,
and the other near the inland pic-
nic shelter,” explained John.

“With a total of 15 participants
over the two days, that was easily
achieved.”

He said both the sites had previ-

ously presented problems when
FOSER tried to establish new in-
digenous plants.

“They had been severely dam-
aged and compacted by vehicle
misuse in the 50 or so years of ne-
glect between the failure of the old
1960s subdivision and the creation
of the new Conservation Reserve
five years ago,”said John.

“So this year, we took the un-
usual step of having the sites cul-
tivated with a chisel plough in the
week prior to planting. Hopefully,
that will assist the plants to take
hold.”

He extended his thanks to the
dedicated FOSER volunteers and
said the group hopes to hold a
Community Day with guided tours
of the Reserve late in September, if
COVID restriction allow.

We'll BOWL you over with this revelation!

Thanks to your continued support for our Community Banks, we've
been able to contribute $128 000 back to the local bowling clubs.

When you choose to bank with Bendigo Bank, good things happen in your community.

Call us on 5678 5833 (San Remo), 5952 3383 (Cowes), 5678 8773 (Grantville) or

search Bendigo Bank San Remo, Cowes or Grantville.

bendigobank.com.au

B Bendigo Bank

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879 A1389139, OUT_1303850, 12/06/2020

18,889 ¢

Use social media
to follow, like and
tag businesses

Write a positive review
online. Share your
recommendation

with your family

and friends

Be considerate
of businesses and

e BASS
COAST

How to back your local businesses
during the COVID-19 restrictions
Bass Coast locals are strong supporters of local businesses and

traders. Here are some ideas of how you can help and continue to
give them your backing.

Order online or
over the phone

()

Sign up to
businesses’
e-newsletters for
updates and offers

Support businesses
by purchasing a gift

traders who have

voucher that you

to temporarily close

can use later

facebook.com/businessinbasscoast
business.support@basscoast.vic.gov.au
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at a waste: rubbish tees skyrocket

Councillors last week debated two is their excuse for this one?”. ratepayer — and Wonthaggi Recyclers”.
contentious massive price hikes in Shire chief financial officer Da- “That is a massive increase at a time

aste processing for Bass Coast. vid Filmalter said a combination of when the economy is shrinking,”he said.

Bass Coast ratepayers fork out more factors had increased the garbage Crs Pam Rothfield and Michae
for garbage than almost any otherVic- charge, including ongoing pressure Whelan were the only two to vote
orian shire. on recycling costs, the building of a against Cr Larke’s deferral of the

According to council’s draft budget new transfer station on Phillip Island, price hike, with Cr Whelan saying Vis
for 2020-2021 - released last week — increased landfill monitoring costs had a “monopoly” but the alternative
households will pay $496.50 for the and extra charges from the shire’s re- to not paying the increase was that
privilege of kerbside waste removal. cycling contractor. “recycling goes to landfill”.

This is an 11 per cent increase, up “In the last two years the industry “Which is not acceptable,”he said.
from $449, following another 11 per has been impacted by significant ex- “This is unfortunate but at this point
cent hike the previous year. ternal factors,”Mr Filmalter said. in time we’re between a rock and a

In 2018 we paid $374 for garbage Shire CEO Ali Wastie said garbage hard place.
charges. charges differed between councils. “It’s all very well being hairy-chest-

By contrast, neighbouring shire “It’s important to compare apples ed and saying the contractor can end
South Gippsland in their draft 20-21 with apples, to understand each cost up wearing the cost.”
budget is expected to pay a $217 gar- you need to look at the breakdown of Cr Rothfield said “nobody liked to
bage charge, a rise of $10. what is included,” Ms Wastie said. spend more money than they have to’

In Surf Coast, their garbage charge . . . but“this was a societal problem”, flow-
for the next financial year will be First price hike ing from China’s ban on taking Aus-
$427, while Baw Baw - a similar shire Councillors at last week’s meeting tralian recycling waste.

0 ours - pays $384 and in Nillimbuk were acutely aware of the price hike “We have to understand the value of
it’s $423. for garbagey with one admlttlng there what we have in our rubbish and we

The Alpine Shire waste charge is will be “kickback from the commu- can’t just go sending it to other na-
$314, although their red bin is 80 litres, nity” on rubbish collection costs, with tions. We have to deal with our ow:

hich is emptied weekly (compared contentious debate around why we rubbish.”

0 120 litres in Bass Coast emptied are being hit so hard. She said it was not an option to
fortnightly), while several shires don’t In two separate issues last week, stockpile recycling material as some
have green bins. councillors voted on two massive councils had done last year, when one

Bass Coast’s draft budget states the price hikes in rubbish fees that have large Melbourne recycling compan;
charge “has been impacted by the in- hit Bass Coast. went into receivership.
creased cost of recycling and planned The first hike was for (legally re- . . ) . “Competition has reduced and costs
capital works for waste infrastructure”. quired) environmental monitoring of In 2018 we paid $374 for garbage charges on our rates notice. This coming have skyrocketed. There’s no way ou

It states that the garbage charge will landfill sites at Rhyll, Grantville and Year we'll pay $496, according to the draft budget. of it, we have to pay more.”
increase for the next two years by 5.3 Wonthaggi by contractors Meinhardt - , L Cr Bruce Kent said it was important
er cent. Infrastructure & Environment Pty Ltd. 1 knovy it’s a lot of ratepayers’ mon- Cy Les Lar'ke was this time success- o support Wonthaggi Recyclers, a lo-

Cowes resident Peter McMahon A three-year contract from 2019 ey, bpt given we have to me;et our.ob- ful in d_eferrlng the vote for a month cal employer.
said the garbage fee was one of the was originally for $258,720, with the ligations (this) gets my vote,”he said.  on this increase, requesting a.dv1ce on “The last thing we want to see is a
most disappointing parts of the draft contractor now seeking an increase Second price hike renegotiating the Con‘f}f act with Won-  15¢q] industry go under,”Cr Kent said.
budget. of $171,943 over two years, which is a p . . thag;? Recyclers and “identifying the  «Byt we can expect kickback fro

“One of the big red flags of the bud-  jump of more than 60 per cent. _The second hike was for $1.83 mil- I‘IS“kS associated with that. the community on costs for rubbis
get is the massive increase on the gar- Shire offices say the increase is due lion for recycling services by Wont- This gives us some breathing space  ¢ollection, so we need to sell this wit
bage charge of 11 per cent. Our charge to a “discrepancy” discovered in the haggi Recyclers, including their man- to get a be”tter outcome on behalf of 1] jnformation, then we will carry the
has to be one of the most expensive in  contract. agement of Inverloch and Wonthaggi ra‘t‘epayers.. Cr Larke ?ald- community with us.”

ictoria,” Peter said. Cr Les Larke attempted to defer Iransfer Stations and the continued My major concern is that Wonthag-  The vote on the $1.83 million price

“There’s no transparency around voting to investigate the discrepancy, collection and processing of recycla- gi Recyclers appears to have acted in-  pjke will go to the July council meet-

hat we are paying for. We entered into  adding the cost would “flow to rate- bles. ' ' fjel?endently of council gnd are 1001‘,' ing. If it goes ahead it would take ef-

a 10-year contract and after three years payers”, but was outvoted. According to Wonthaggi Recyclers Ingto pass on the cost without council = fect for the next two years and could

e’re continuing to get variations.” Cr Pam Rothfield said errors and the fee imposed by Visy Recycling for negotlat{on. ... then again be renegotiated with an-

He said initially the shire blamed a omissions “happen” and it was neces- the shire’s recyclable materials has in- Cr Julian Brown agreed, saying “it other hike, with a 10-year contract
garbage charge increase on China’s sary to meet monitoring obligations, creased from $100 per tonne to $145 needs to be fair and equitable between  petween the shire and Wonthaggi Re-
ban on Australian recycling,“but what  to which Cr Geoff Ellis agreed. per tonne, or a rise of 45 per cent. the cost to the council -and therefore the  cyclers running until 2027.

KEEPS | US | TOGETHER

It's up to all of us to keep our friends and families safe.

e No more than S visitors at your home. e Outside the home, families and friends

e If you do have to see people, keep your el isst I g rowps o Lo ko 10

distance. No handshakes or hugs. Maintain e |If you're feeling unwell - you must stay home.
good hygiene. Don’t share food or drinks. Don’t visit friends and family. Don’t go on
holiday. Don’t go to work. Stay home.

And if you have symptoms - get tested.
This is a wake up call. We cannot be complacent.

The only thing between us and a second wave is what we do next.

APART | KEEPS

US | TOGETHER

For details go to vic.gov.au/CORONAVIRUS StgeRIA
Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne Government
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Smiths Beach has a grand plan

Parking fees for visitors should be
introduced at Smiths Beach, accord-
ing to a group of residents.

“User-pays” parking is just one of
the ideas to be flagged by the Smiths
Beachcomber Association for the
area’s proposed Town Plan, just re-
leased by Bass Coast Shire and out
for public comment until June 30.

President of the Smiths Beach-
comber Association Phil Dressing
said the group — which has about 80
members — has been lobbying for a
plan for the hamlet since 2006.

Phil said while he welcomed the
release of the much-awaited plan, he
was disappointed in its contents and
the shire’s public consultation meth-
ods including online Zoom meetings,
a 15-minute online survey, and an in-
teractive map.

“The plan is very broad and fails
to identify or target specific issues,”
Phil said.

“As for the consultation methods,
I'm fearful that because they’re cast-
ing their net so broadly the agenda
could be written by non-residents.

“Currently every man and his dog
can pass comment, whether they
know the issues specific to Smiths
Beach or not.”

Phil said instead of being so broad,
the plan should have listed specific
issues facing the hamlet, including;:

e Paid parking for visitors, not lo-
cals, with a pilot scheme at Beach-
comber - “what is the point of cre-
ating a plan if there’s no money to
implement it?”

¢ Build a Surf Lifesaving Club ob-
servation tower on the YCW beach
“to spread the load of visitors across
two beaches”

e Township boundaries, which
are strictly defined under the State
Government’s Distinctive Areas and
Landscape plan

e Road improvements, including
further upgrades to the existing“dan-
gerous” intersection between Smiths
Beach and Back Beach Roads, as
well as sealing gravel roads

e Measures to stop coastal erosion

A second Surf Lifesaving Club observation tower should be installed at YCW beach —“to spread the load of visitors across
two beaches”- just one idea mooted following the release of the Smiths Beach Town Plan. Photo: Ramble & Drift Creative.

“because currently at high tide beach
users go into the primary dunes”

¢ Dogs on beach and potential im-
pacts with hooded plover nesting
areas

¢ The potential to expand a marine
park off Smiths Beach and

e Make better use of the Mitchell
Reserve, “which is currently under-
utilised”.

Phil said the association did not have
fixed positions on these issues, but be-
lieved they were the most important to
garner community feedback.

“It would be presumptuous of the
association to adopt a position on
these issues when we haven’t can-
vassed ratepayers,” Phil said.

“This was a golden opportunity, to
convey to ratepayers that these are
the critical issues and we’re seeking
your feedback, but instead we have
missed the opportunity of receiving
fully informed responses from the
majority of Smiths Beach ratepayers.

“Do ratepayers want gravel roads

to be sealed? Do residents under-
stand the State Government’s Dis-
tinctive Areas and Landscape plan
and its impact on Smiths Beach?
Does the community want dogs off
leash on the beach?”

Plan details

The plan states Smiths Beach has a
population of 226 across 79 dwellings
and includes a general store and café,
surf shop, two surf beaches (Smiths
andYCW) and Mitchell Reserve.

The plan details the need for im-
provements in the town, explaining
“when there is an influx of visitors
the infrastructure is placed under
pressure”.

“During peak season, car parking
around the shops and beaches is a
challenge and occasionally results
in heavy traffic with limited road
space,”’the plan states.

It highlights that Smiths Beach is
third on the shire’s priority list to seal
gravel roads, set to start in the next five

years, funded through resident contri-
bution to a Special Charge Scheme.

“We are asking you to tell us your
ideas for Smiths Beach on a combi-
nation of initiatives from land use
changes to infrastructure provision
and activation ideas,”the plan states.

“The plan will identify issues re-
lating to the coastal environment,
transport infrastructure and recre-
ation facilities within the area and
identify key directions and actions
for the town.”

This year the shire started imple-
menting the separate YCW Beach
Masterplan, which was adopted by
council in 2014.

This plan upgrades facilities in
the car park and foreshore. The first
stage has been funded and includes
a barbecue shelter, currently in the
design phase, with the remainder of
the works part of a 10-year program.

Details: 1300 BCOAST (226 278)
or (03) 5671 2211 or email strategic.
planningadmin@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Graffiti spray painted on the cliffs at
Surf Beach on Friday night was quick-
ly removed by Nature Parks staff.

Surf Beach
graffiti

Graffiti that appeared on the cliffs
at Surf Beach over the weekend was
quickly removed by Phillip Island
Nature Parks staff.

Local resident Lou Pecora report-
ed the graffiti, saying it appeared
sometime between Friday evening
and Saturday morning.

“I advised the Nature Parks on Sat-
urday morning at about 11am and to
their credit they acted quickly within
a few hours to remove the largest
piece,” Lou said.

The graffiti next to and under the
stairs is scheduled for removal in the
coming weeks.

The incident was reported to po-
lice by Phillip Island Nature Parks.

The vandals also graffitied under the
stairs at the entrance to the beach.

We can help take
your business

online securely.

Go to commbank.com.au/ecommerce

We can. Together.

Eligibility criteria applies. Consider the terms and conditions and other fees and charges at commbank.com.au/ecommerce. Commonwealth Bank of Australia ABN 48 123 123 124 AFSL 234945.
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Wetland still wasteland

Promises that the proposed wet-
land at Shoalhaven Estate would
be completed by the end of summer
have proved false.

Once again, nearby residents are
querying how long it will be before
the wetland is created.

Since 2014, they have been asking
when the empty block will be trans-
formed into the “stunning wetland”
described on the developer’s website.

Lauders Group, the developers be-
hind the Shoalhaven Estate did not
respond to the Advertiser’s requests
for an update on the project.

However both Melbourne Water
and Bass Coast Shire Council said
the developer had advised them the
wet summer had made it impossible
to complete the project.

Roy Brooks lives nearby and is
frustrated with the lack of progress.

“I was previously ‘reliably’ in-
formed that the wetlands would be
completed by the end of summer,”
Roy said in an email to council.

“Summer has come and gone,
autumn has gone and we are two
weeks into winter without any ap-
parent progress. Will the excuse be
the Coronavirus outbreak?”

Roy said it was frustrating to watch
work continue at the other end of the
estate, where new sections were be-
ing opened up for sale.

“I can only suspect that the Vent-
nor Road area is Coronavirus free,’
he quipped.

He said a tradesman working on
the site told him work was delayed
on the wetlands as council was not
“in a position to accept excess water
that will be deposited into the bay”.

When he raised this with coun-
cil, an officer told him she was not
aware of any issue related to council
not accepting excess water.

3

No progress report

A spokesperson for Bass Coast Shire
Council said the developer had been
contacted and advised that “works are
about to commence on the footpath in
Justice and Settlement Roads, to link

Work has again stalled on the proposed wetlands at Shoalhaven Estate, despite
previous developer assurances it would be completed by the end of summer.

up the existing footpaths”.

“The control pit in the wetland and
the pipe connection to the Melbourne
Water drain is also programmed to
happen shortly,”the spokesperson said.

“Due to the wet summer, the con-
tractor will not be able to complete
the internal construction until sum-
mer this year. As previously advised,
the timing of these works is in the
hands of the developer.”

Roy believes wet weather is just
another excuse, saying the develop-
ers had years of drought where they
could have completed the work.

Last year the developer blamed a lack
of appropriately qualified engineers for
the project not being completed.

In a statement to the Advertiser,
Lauders Group said: “As this project
requires the retardation basin to be
pumped dry and then cleaned out
without any inflows of water from the
estate’s catchment area, we are faced
with a narrow window of opportunity
to complete these required works on
site, consequently it is a mid-summer
timeline that will work best.

“Last summer after extensive
pumping, we were required to have
one of Melbourne Waters approved

dams engineers to sign off on the
project. Unfortunately, there are
only a limited number of approved
dams engineers available and we
were unable to get the project signed
off prior to the start of heavy inflows,
to the frustration of all concerned.

“This summer we have made every
effort to have all of our ‘ducks lined
up’ so that we can have these works
completed in the appropriate time
slot. Once these are complete the fol-
lowing landscape works will trans-
form the area into quite an attractive
area for the benefit of all.”

Melbourne Water said recent rain
has meant the developer couldn’t
work on the project.

“Melbourne Water is having regu-
lar dialogue with the developer to
ensure that the works are completed
as soon as possible.

“The developer has resolved any
drainage issues previously identified
by the council and Melbourne Water.”

With Council and Melbourne Wa-
ter seemingly unable to compel the
developer to complete the project,
residents look set to endure another
12 months of living next to an unfin-
ished work site rather than a wetland.

Locally owned and operated by

Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074

Prep students at San Remo Primary had their eyes firmly on the screen dur-
ing an online workshop with the Australian Ballet.

San Remo Primary pirouettes

The Australian Ballet paid an
online visit to San Remo Primary
School, running an interactive work-
shop for students.

Principal Karen Bowker said the
ballet presented an “amazing” inter-
active performance.

“Every grade participated and
raved about it.”

Ms Bowker said the workshop,
held over two days (June 10 and 11)
was titled Steamdance, and explored
science, technology, engineering,
arts and maths through dance.

The sessions included live warm-
ups, creative tasks to make dances,
movement games and cool-downs.

It also included a Q&A with pro-
fessional dancers and the opportuni-
ty for students to view a professional
performance, based on themes of
resilience.

“San Remo Primary school chose
the performance of ‘Wilaygu Ngayi-
nybula//Possum’s two minds’,” said
Ms Bowker.

URGENTLY NEED PROPERTIES FO

Grade 5/6 at San Remo Primary en-
joyed creating dance moves during
the workshops.

“Students from Prep to grade six
participated in the online workshop
and really enjoyed learning posi-
tions, choreography and storytelling
through dance.

“Each session guided the students
through a warm-up, stretch, chore-
ography and finally a mini perfor-
mance of what they had learnt.”

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

SALE

For Sale $559,000
39 Goodwood Drive Cowes

COMPLETE PACKAGE

Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi
176 - 178 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

Cowes office (by appointment)

15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171
Email: info@handafunerals.com.au
www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au
A.F.D.A.

LK5162

Newhaven College is offering General
Excellence Scholarships for applicants
entering Secondary School at any level in
2021. Please note this is not an academic
scholarship, applicants should be able to
demonstrate abilities across a broad
range of areas including:
Academic, Sporting, Performing Arts,
Leadership and Community Involvement.

2021 General Excellence Scholarships

Enquiries regarding scholarships should
be directed to the College Registrar,
Belinda Manning. P: 5956 7505
E: belinda.manning@newhavencol.vic.edu.au

Applications Close - 18 September 2020

Newhaven College is an independent, rical and co-edt ional school offering
a diverse academic curriculum with a caring pastoral approach. We offer a wide range of
co-curricular opportunities to compliment our strong academic program.

Walk in and just enjoy all the creature
comforts you could require. This
single level home is the perfect start
with two living areas, the rear one
flows to an outdoor fire pit. Ideal for
investment or just move in. With the
peace of mind of the balance of new
build warranty. Walk to the beach and
take advantage of all Phillip Island has
to offer.

For Sale —Vacant land

$730 - $760,000

Lot | Rowena Road,
Sunderland Bay

Views and room to move. Create your
dream home on this stunning setting,
with water access and privacy. The
biggest decision would be what to do,
surfing, fishing or just a swim. Enjoy the
peace and quiet and hide away.

VIEWS WITH ROOMTO MOVE!

For Sale $459,000

118 Red Rocks Road, Cowes
The perfect beach house awaits. The
downstairs features a separate living
and bathroom area which is perfect for
guests or additional family members.
Upstairs comprises of 3 bedrooms
kitchen, dining and living area which
flows out to the decking area. Relax
on the decking area whilst taking in
the surrounding views of farmland
and the Ventnor area. The property is
fully fenced and is low maintenance all
round which makes the perfect holiday
property.

RED ROCKS RETREAT

LK00142AK

www.phillipislandfn.com.au

60 Thompson Ave, Cowes
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Erosion reveals
illegal waste

An old, illegal rubbish dump
is “spewing” its contaminated
waste into Western Port, a result
of increasing coastal erosion.

Bass Coast Shire councillors
last week called for the Envi-
ronment Protection Agency to
urgently remedy the situation
on the Corinella foreshore, and
for the state government to pro-
vide funding to stop erosion.

Cr Clare Le Serve moved a
notice of motion highlighting
that an illegal dump had been
exposed in recent weeks and
months by the erosion of the
cliff face on the Settlement Point
Corinella Foreshore Reserve.

“The concern is the amount
of waste that has slipped
down onto the beach and into
the sea causing environmen-
tal damage,” Cr Le Serve said.

“We know about the extent
of coastal erosion through
Bass Coast, particularly In-
verloch, Cowes east, Kilcunda
and Jam Jerrup, but now this
has come to light.”

Cr Geoff Ellis seconded the
motion saying rubbish about
50 years old was “spewing”
into the bay.

“Obviously it was an illegal
tip where people would dump
stuff like old differentials and
tractor motors, it’s terrible,”Cr
Ellis said.

“This is the second most ur-
gent matter after Jam Jerrup.”

Shire officers inspected the site in early June and found waste
including engine components, glass and clothing along the ex-

posed face of the fill area.

Shire officers inspected the
site in early June and found
waste including engine com-
ponents, glass and clothing
along the exposed face of the
fill area.

“Further erosion of material
may result in additional slip-
page onto the foreshore, which
has the potential to expose
more waste,” officers noted.

“The percentage of waste
material exposed may in-
crease as the erosion pro-
gresses, however this will be
subject to further understand-
ing of the site. The extent of
the fill material is unknown.”

Cr Le Serve called for the
council to support the Cori-
nella Foreshore Committee of
Management in lobbying the
state government and EPA for
urgent funds and action, say-
ing the problem was not only
because of wave erosion.

“There is a need to slow the
run-off of the surface water and
revegetate the reserve to help
protect this fragile cliff face
from further slumps,”she said.

“If this situation is not rec-
tified it will continue to cause
further damage to the stability
of the cliff face and adjacent
properties.”

Dog fi

Allegations of dog baiting
near Ventnor’s off-leash beach
has highlighted a deep divide
in the community over dogs
on beaches.

Last week (June 17) the Ad-
vertiser reported on the lucky
escape of Blondy, an Italian
Maremma (not a golden re-
triever as previously reported)
who was rushed to the vet af-
ter eating what was believed
to be a poisoned bait.

Blondy has recovered well
from her ordeal and follow up
blood tests have shown there
is no permanent damage to
her liver.

Blondy’s ownerTravis Eades
said he has approached Bass
Coast Shire Council to send
a sample of the alleged bait
for testing, but will pay for it
himself if council decides not
to go ahead.

He claimed a similar green
mass was found behind the

ht continues

Cowes boat ramp.

Travis believes a small
group of local wildlife enthu-
siasts may be targeting dog
owners and trying to intimi-
date them.

He has started a Facebook
page and is distributing leaf-
lets, to encourage people to
come forward if they’ve been
approached or threatened by
anyone while walking their
dogs.

He’s offering a $1000 reward
for anyone providing informa-
tion that leads to a conviction.

Meanwhile police investiga-
tions continue into the alleged
poisoned bait incident.

However other residents
have contacted the Advertiser
expressing concern about the
behaviour of dog owners, say-
ing many don’t properly re-
strain their dogs.

One woman, who asked to
remain anonymous for fear of

reprisals, said “there is a big-
ger issue at play” and that she
often sees people with their
dogs off-leash outside the des-
ignated off leash area.

“The dogs run off into the
bushes and they are often out
of sight of their owners,” she
said.

With debate raging on social
media, last week the Phillip
Island Conservation Society
posted information about the
Victorian Domestic Animal
Act on their Facebook page.

“PICS would like to share a
few links to help dog owners
understand the current Victo-
rian legislation and the cur-
rent Bass Coast Shire regula-
tions about dogs.”

The post advised dog own-
ers to consult council’s Local
Law No. 1 for “details on ac-
ceptable behaviour”, noting
that any abusive comments
on the post would be removed.

A quick roundup of news, views and opportunities

Sports grants extended

The Victorian Government’s Community Sport
Sector COVID-19 Survival Package cut-off date
has been extended to 30 June 2020.

The grants are designed to help clubs to meet
costs to ensure they can remain operational and
ready to return to play as coronavirus restrictions
are gradually eased.

Further information on the club, league and
association grants can be found at sport.vic.gov.
au/grants-and-funding/our-grants/community-
sport-sector-coronavirus-covid-19-short-term-
survival-package

Australia Post community grants

Applications are open for the 2020 Australia
Post Community Grants program.

Up to $10,000 is available to each recipient.
Applications must be from not-for-profit commu-
nity organisations and close on July 17.

This year there is an emphasis on supporting
projects that help improve connection and men-
tal wellbeing in local communities.

The program will support initiatives that:

« Support mental health awareness and early
intervention to help people understand more
about how to stay mentally well

« Increase opportunity for individuals to partici-

pate and connect within their communities

« Strengthen connections to mental health
support services

To apply visit www.auspost.com.au/grants.

Get Active

GippSport is encouraging everyone to get
physically active on the first weekend of July.
They’re hosting a free virtual event, and by en-
tering you go in the running to win some great
prizes - including a FitBit or $200 sports vouch-
ers. Find out more or register at gippsport.com.
au/gippsport-virtual/

Buckle up

An ad originally created in 1992 is returning to
TV, after a rise in the number of deaths involving
people not wearing seatbelts.

Last year, 31 people died while not wearing
a seatbelt — nearly 30% of all fatalities and the
highest rate since 2012. That trend has continued
this year, with no seatbelts a factor in 11 of the 99
deaths on our roads.

The TAC’s latest Road Safety Monitor survey
into driver behaviour indicates that potentially
170,000 Victorian drivers do not always wear a
seatbelt when they get in the car.

23 June 2020

THANKYOU

o
24

An open letter to the staff of Phillip Island Nature Parks

On behalf of the Board, Executive, Staff
and Volunteers at Bass Coast Health, I
would like to say thank you to the staff of
Phillip Island Nature Parks for so many
things that you've done to support us this
year. Thank you,

« For answering our call for help during
the COVID-19 Pandemic preparation;
while your business was slowing, we were
very worried ours was about to boom and
you came to our aid so quickly.

« For working with us (at the peak of our
Pandemic preparation) 7 shifts a day, 7
days per week, strengthening our service
to our community, and making our
service safe.

« For being adaptable, accepting the
challenge, learning so much about Bass
Coast Health, working in a health service,
COVID-19, hand hygiene, and the im-
portance of contact tracing and sanitiser.

« For caring, putting in, doing your best
as you greeted our staff, visitors and
clients as if they were your own.

« For being a friend to us, and partner
organisation in so many other ways,
including the Bass Coast Reconciliation
Network, where you have provided such
strong and visible leadership.

Whether or not you were working with us
at BCH over the past weeks, partnerships
like ours don’'t happen without commit-
ment, vision and hard work. Thank you
sincerely for all that you've done, for us
and your community.

Yours faithfully,

Jan Child
Chief Executive Officer

Don't go back to

| |
playing the pokies
How much money have you saved since
Coronavirus closed pokies venues?

Life feels better when you are in charge. Keep saving. Build on the head start you have
achieved, and call Latrobe Community Health Service. We can help you stay away from
the pokies when they reopen.

)
D) 1800 242 696 EJ Ichs.com.au
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WWW.WILDLIFECOASTCRUISES.COM.AU

HUMPBACK
WHALES

AND

THOUSANDS
OF SEALS!

@
3
3
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Q

Wildliooon

cruises

LK00286AA

OPEN'7 DAYS
9AM - 5PM

152 Thompson Avenue, Cowes.

5952 3060 | 0408 120 908
No weather problems - Crazy Golf is under cover!

Road closed
at dusk.

NEW TAKE AWAY MENU
& KIDS MENU
OPEN THURS - SUN FROM 5PM

115 THOMPSON AVE, COWES
0498 202 241

smoothies | juices | salads
spuds | cocowhip

00

Shop 2/18-22 Thompson Avenue,
Cowes

SAN REMO ({Z) tiouon

Owned and operated by locals,
San Remo IGA offers exceptional customer service,

a wide range of groceries, fresh produce,
fully stocked deli, onsite butchers and liquor

OPEN 8AM - 8PM, 7 DAYS A WEEK

LK5816

n facebook.com/sanremosupermarket

135 Marine Pde, San Remo, VIC 3925 Phone: 5678 5337 Fax: 5678 5756

ROAD

|
KITTY MILLER

Quarry .7

1N
QUOIN HILL 76 m.

CHAPELST (|
CHURCH ‘fa [\

16l

\J7)

®

10% OFF RUGS

Open 10am - 4pm

CARPET | BLINDS | VINYL
BEDS | MATTRESSES | HOMEWARES

5952 1488
155 Thompson Avenue

18]

RD.

Swans

ROCKSRD.| .

RICHARDSONS

a
@

ANDERSON

VENTNORRD .

WIMBLEDON

HEIGHTS D

Reservoir

HILL 66 m.

7N

7
TROUTMAN ROAD

WILTSHIRERD .

BACK BEACH ROAD

BERRYS

Swan Lake

WATTS ROAD

f
Ny
%

PYRAMID

THOMPSON

AVE.

GAP

NOW OPEN /T

Thanks for your PERMANENT
ongoing support

v

86 Back Beach Rd, San Remo 5678 5566

Takeaway
and Delivery

97 Church Street, Cowes P: 5900 0717

Phone: 5678 5365
93 Marine Parade,
San Remo, 3925

COWES RHYLL

KOALA RESERVES
(open to public)

WILDLIFE, COASTAL

BEACHCOMBER

Cemetery

AN\

OSWIN ROBERTS
RESERVI

COGHLAN ROAD

HARBISON RD

KOALA
RESERVES

BEACH RD.

{7] CHICORY KILN

® BBOs

& PUBLIC RESERVES (X restricted)
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(DAY TIGER

3/34 Thompson Ave, Cowes

OPEN 7 DAYS 7.00 - 3.00ish

Text orders to 0422 151 324

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

McFEESRD .

Phone: 5952 2235 (§)
www.flowersofphillipisland.com.au

www.forknwaffle.com.au

g IVWY100M

PHILLIP ISLAND
INFORMATION
CENTRE

POTTERS HILL RD.

Photo: Ramble & Drift i

O

NOW OPEN

BOOKINGS
ESSENTIAL

LANDSCAPES

Design Solutions,
Heath Grace 0404 596 504
Nela Grace 0434 423 339

8 Vista Place CAPE WOOLAMAI

www.heathgracelandscapes.com @

(%)

00

Ph: 5956 7316 pih.com.au
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Elizabeth Davie of Going Places
Travel says the travel industry is fac-
ing its biggest challenge and expects
it will be changed forever after CO-
VID-19.

“Ilove travel and it’s my livelihood,”
said Elizabeth, who has worked in
travel for 36 years.

“The industry has been devasted.
It was affected so early on and will
probably be the last to recover.”

Many people have been impacted
by the closure of borders and shut-
down of airports and hotels, with fu-
ture holiday plans in disarray, while
others desperately scrambled to get
back from overseas.

But few have an insight into the
impact the global pandemic has had
on the travel industry.

“It’s not as easy as someone saying
‘T couldn’t do my trip, so refund me
everything’,”she explained.

“We have to work with thousands
of policies, tour operators and air-
lines. Money from deposits is auto-
matically paid out to the supplier to
secure the client’s trip and it filters
through from there to hold itinerar-
ies on the ground, likewise final bal-
ances. It is not a simple process to
‘get it back’. This crisis has had such
a devastating effect on so many peo-
ple around the globe.”

The length of time it takes to
process refunds has been a source
of frustration for both agents and
their customers, but fortunately her
clients have been incredibly under-
standing.

“We’ve been here for 25 years and
have a strong relationship with our
clients and they appreciate how hard
we are working for them.”

Despite the decimation of the trav-
el industry, Elizabeth said the past
few months have been busier than
ever.

“I'm reading posts from friends
saying they’re learning to knit or
taking up painting during lockdown,
while we have been working 12-hour
days.

“We have cancelled a frighteningly
large number of forward bookings.

“It’s awful being stuck in the mid-
dle, between clients and tour opera-
tors or airlines. It takes so long to
unwind, but refunds are starting to
flow through now.”

Working around the clock with no
money coming in is putting every-
one in the industry under enormous
pressure.

“We still have all our monthly ex-
penses. That’s scary with zero in-
come,”Elizabeth said.

“I do feel sad for the industry as a
whole as it can be misunderstood,
and many people don’t understand
just how hard people are working
under such difficult circumstances
with skeleton staff to get the best
possible outcomes.”

While she considers herself very
lucky, she said the shutdown caused
by the virus was “such a shock”, with
the situation getting worse each
week.

“My business, which I'd built up
over 30 plus years, disappeared over
night.”

There was no time for self-pity
though, as Elizabeth and her team
scrambled to get all their clients
home safely.

“First up, the priority was to get
all our clients who were overseas

Elizabeth Davie of Going Places Travel said the travel industry has been
devastated by the global Coronavirus pandemic.

home,” she said.

“l was staying awake during the
night, contacting people and saying
you have to get home now.

“We did manage to get everyone
home before the borders closed. It
was frightening the speed it hap-
pened. It changed hourly. Those first
couple of weeks were a horrible blur.”

Uncertain future
With the prospect of international

travel still a long way off, Elizabeth
predicts travel within Australia will
open first, followed by New Zealand
and then the Pacific.

“I think everyone will have to
adapt to a new kind of travel. It’s go-
ing to take two or three years to re-
cover and may never be like it was.”

Having weathered storms before —
including MERS, SARS, the collapse
of Ansett and 9/11 — Elizabeth said
the travel industry is resilient and

Changing Places

will return.

“It will just be a different way of
operating. This is an opportunity to
re-evaluate what we do and how we
doit.”

She believes her popular hosted
tours will be a big part of the com-
pany’s future.

“It’s a part of the business I've de-
veloped over 15 years and we nor-
mally take away three tours a year.

“I love it, it’s a part I really enjoy.
We have a ball.”

In the past, Elizabeth has taken
small groups on trips to destinations
around the world, including Scan-
dinavia, Russia, Spain, Portugal,
Norfolk Island and the Kimberley to
name just a few.

She says the tours will continue.

“We will focus on tours within Aus-
tralia and Victoria initially and as the
borders open, we will expand.”

Celebrations on hold

In March this year, Elizabeth had
planned a big celebration of 25 years
in business, but that was also a casu-
alty of the pandemic.

The invites were ready to be sent
out, but now everything is on hold.

On the night of the planned party,
“I ended up sitting by the fire reflect-
ing with a glass of wine,” Elizabeth
said.

“We’re taking this opportunity
to implement an array of fantastic
changes, that I've wanted to incorpo-
rate into the business for years.

“At the moment, we’re hibernating
and working remotely as we follow
government guidelines, but we will
be opening by appointment in the
coming weeks.”

Locals on tour witnh Going Pla

Norfolk Island, 2019

Vietnam/Cambodia, 2014
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Red Centre 2019

Mauritius
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Kimberley 2018

Sri Lanka

Japan 2016

European River Cruise 2014

Canada/Alaska 2019



Elizabeth Davie and a group of 21 locals set off on a tour of Egypt in The group encountered a sandstorm in Abu Sim-
March and got caught up in the global pandemic.

Escape from Egypt

As the coronavirus pandemic swept
across the globe and countries began to
shut their borders, Elizabeth Davie, of
Going Places Travel in Cowes, was host-
ing a group of 21 locals around Egypt.

Sounding more like a script from
an Indiana Jones film than a normal
holiday, the group faced sandstorms,
floods, border closures and a global
pandemic before they arrived safety
back in Australia.

The group set off on their tour of
Egypt and Jordan at the start of March.

“When we left, COVID-19 was just
starting to impact Italy but there were no
cases in the Middle East,”said Elizabeth.

“I was conscious of it but felt it was
contained. It wasn't particularly well
understood over there, but we were be-
ing cautious, using hand sanitiser and
observing social distancing.”

Everything was fine until they ar-
rived in Luxor for their Nile cruise.
They found out there had been a CO-
VID-19 outbreak on a previous cruise

and Elizabeth admits at that point, she
started to worry.

“I didn’t have a real sense of the
severity of what was happening, al-
though I knew the girls in the office
were dealing with a lot of changing
policies. No matter where you travel
there is a sense of removal - it was dif-
ficult to grasp how quickly it escalated
around the world.

“We were having a ball. It was aTrav-
elmarvel tour and I was in constant
contact with them and monitoring the
situation. I didn’t feel we were unsafe.”

When they left their cruise for a half
day tour of the tombs in Abu Simbel,
things took a turn for the worse.

Flying into the remote village near
the border with Sudan, they encoun-
tered a massive dust storm, referred to
by the locals as a“dragon storm”.

The storm shut the airport leaving
the group with no way to return to their
boat and belongings.

“We were stuck there in the middle

bel and their holiday plans started to unravel.

of nowhere. Our luggage was still back
on the boat on the Nile, so our Tour Di-
rector decided to organise a bus back
to Aswan,”’said Elizabeth.

“We had a police convoy, but were
turned back after one hour as there
was too much sand covering the road.”

The intrepid travellers ended up in
an Abu Simbel hotel —“covered in sand”
and spent the night, before boarding
the bus again at 4.30am the next morn-
ing for the six-hour drive to Aswan.

The itinerary had the group then flying
to Jordan, but floods closed the airport,
leaving them stranded for seven hours.

In those seven hours, the border to
Jordan closed.

Suddenly the fun-filled holiday
turned into a race against time as Eliz-
abeth worked frantically to get her tour
back to Australia.

“I had to get 22 people home from
Cairo,”she explained.

“I was awake for two nights and
pulled in every contact I had. I realised

how crucial it was to get everyone
home. Back in the Cowes office Chloe
frantically rebooked flights and re-
issued tickets.”

The rest of the party enjoyed two
nights in a hotel in Cairo and had a
chance to catch their breath, but there
was no rest for Elizabeth, who de-
scribed the two days as“very stressful”.

In the end, they flew out on March 15,
and Cairo airport closed two days later.

“No one had a sense of panic while
we were there. The group were amaz-
ing, they never once complained.

“I don’t think anyone was ever wor-
ried, they knew I had my finger on the
pulse.

“They had a ball. We completed the
Egypt part of the trip, which was an in-
credible experience to be part of.”

The group arrived home before the
mandatory government hotel quaran-
tine rules kicked in, so everyone went
into self-isolation at home.

“We were all okay and we were very

Thank you to all our wonderful travellers for your
continued support. We look forward to creating

many more holiday memories with you.
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When the borders to Jordan closed, the tour was cut short and the group
returned to Australia, but they completed the Egyptian section of the tour.

careful. We went into self-isolation and
took that very seriously.”

Going Places Travel managed to get
the tour group home without having to
pay exorbitant change fees and Trav-
elmarvel provided refunds on the un-
used parts of the tour.

Elizabeth said the current crisis has
reminded people that having a travel
agent means you have someone in
your corner,“who knows the right per-
son to call”.

“It’s a bit like insurance - it’s not until
you use it that you really appreciate it.”

Clients on the Egypt trip really did
have the holiday of a lifetime and have
told her how grateful they were for all
she did to get them home safely.

“One of my regular travellers told me
she wasn’t worried at all, because she
knew I was doing the worrying for them.

“Every trip I do, I'm relieved every-
one is safely home when we come over
that bridge. This time, I was hugely re-
lieved!”
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The annual crime statistics up un-
til March 2020 have been released by
the state government.

It’s good news for Bass Coast, with
only 0.5 per cent increase on last year.

In the 12 months to March 2020,
there were 1793 incidents recorded
in Bass Coast, up from 1784 last year.

Breaches of family violence orders
and criminal damage were up, while
other thefts had dropped.

The overall incident rate per
100,000 population was well below
the Victorian average.

Acting Senior Sergeant Colin
Shepherd said it was a pleasing re-
sult, and crime rates had fallen in the
three months since March.

“Overall, crime in Bass Coast has
decreased in the 12 months up to the
end of June,” he said, attributing the
lower figures to a range of factors.

“Summer is not as busy as it used
to be, with the changing focus at New
Year’s Eve to family friendly activities.

“We no longer seem to be the party
destination for young people.”

He congratulated the council and
community on the work done to in-
crease the focus on families at the
busiest time of the year.

Cowes remained the second highest
location for recorded incidents, though
the number was down from last year.

The top five locations were Wont-
haggi, Cowes, Inverloch, North Won-
thaggi and Cape Woolamai.

Breach of family violence orders
and theft were the top two offences
across the shire.

While the statistics provide a de-
tailed breakdown of incidents across
the shire, Snr Sergeant Shepherd
said people should not be alarmed.

“We do live in one of the safest ar-
eas in Victoria.

“But the community can assist in
investigations by reporting any sus-
picious behaviour. We rely on and

TOP 5
LOCATION TYPES

House

Street/
Lane/Footpath

Frontyard

Driveway/
Carport

Other
Retail

Comparison on previous year:

TOP 5
SUBURBS
209 Cowes
86 Inverloch

70 North Wonthaggi

=Down. Red = Up.

61 Cape Woolamai

Crime statistics stable

TOP 5
PRINCIPAL OFFENCE SUBGROUPS

w5 e D
324 Other theft 202
153  Criminal damage 201
138 Residential non- 145

aggravated burgl.

Steal from a

&l motor vehicle

110

= No change. Blue = No previous year

Notes: In order to maintain confidentiality, sensitive counts with a value of 1 to 3 are displayed as “< 3"and are given a value of 2 to calculate totals. In cases where the
majority of cells need to be confidentialised, these data will not be displayed.

A breakdown of the top 5 locations, suburbs and offences for Bass Coast in this year’s crime statistics.

appreciate community assistance in
crime investigations and reporting.”

Crimes and charges

This year’s figure of 1793 was the
first overall rise since 2017.

The statistics show charges were
laid in 38.3 per cent of cases. In 20.1
per cent of cases, no charges were
laid, while 41.6 per cent of cases re-
mained unsolved.

Snr Sergeant Shepherd said there
were a range of reasons why charges
might not be laid.

“It depends on the availability of
evidence, the availability of witness-
es and if we have evidence that is ad-
missible in court.

“Sometimes there’s not enough de-
tails for us to have avenues of inves-
tigation, or we have exhausted the
avenue of investigation and come to
a dead end.”

He said police did not want to take
action on an incident until they be-
lieved it could be proven in court.

“We can’t get a second bite at the
cherry.”

However he reassured the commu-
nity that police don’t close off cases
—they remain open unless solved.

“We are always positive about
solving crime. We don’t move on.
Nothing is brushed away,” he said.

Snr Sergeant Shepherd said police
were working to improve their com-
munication with victims of crime, to
try and provide “constant reassur-
ance that we are still working on it”.

“Supermarket for criminals”

Theft and burglary figures in pop-
ular beach and boating areas reflect
the number of thefts from motor
vehicles, with the police describing
beachside car parks as almost a “su-

permarket for criminals”.

“They know there is going to be a
congregation of cars, many with valu-
ables in them, unattended for a period
of time,”said Snr Sergeant Shepherd.

“It’s a constant message from us —
don’t leave valuables in the car, don’t
leave them unlocked.”

He said busy boat ramp carparks
were also targeted by thieves.

Theft from properties — stealing
plants, lawn mowers, push bikes - is
also reflected in the figures.

“It’s a good reminder not to leave
things in plain view. We have a spike
on push bike thefts every year over
summer.”

Breaches

After theft, the biggest category
for crime in Bass Coast is breaches
of orders.

Snr Sergeant Shepherd said the

high figures reflected the concen-
trated effort to address issues of
family violence.

“There are more reports, more fol-
low ups and intervention orders are
much more common.”

Unfortunately, more intervention
orders translates to more breaches
he said, but on a positive note, people
are more comfortable reporting fam-
ily violence incidents than in the past.

“We encourage that, and we want
people to come forward and report
these incidents. We’re happy to have
an increase in our figures if it keeps
people safe.”

He said breaches of an order did
not always mean a physical or ver-
bal fight.

“It could be someone’s ex-partner
calling them, in contravention of an
order. That’s recorded as a breach
and as a Family Violence incident.”

He said any breaches of a commu-
nity corrections order would also ap-
pear in these figures.

Stats at a glance
Breakdown by principal offence:

Theft 818
Breaches of orders 533
Burglary/break in 404
Property damage 320
Stalking/harassment 110
Investigation status:

Charges laid 687
No charges laid 361
Unsolved 745

Incidents by postcode Phillip Island:

Cowes 324
Cape Woolamai 61
San Remo 52
Ventnor 34
Newhaven 31

The Cape Kitchen has put in an application to construct a bore, as part of
plans to create a hot springs at the site.

What, a bore?

An application to construct a 900m
bore at 1215 Phillip Island Road, Ne-
whaven and extract 20 megalitres of
groundwater has been lodged with
Southern Rural Water.

1215 Phillip Island Road is the ad-
dress of The Cape Kitchen, which
has plans to create a hot springs and
wellness centre adjacent to the exist-
ing restaurant.

A spokesperson for Bass Coast
Shire Council confirmed there was
a current planning permit for the de-
velopment of a hot springs at the site.

While council is aware of the appli-
cation, a spokesperson said it would
not be making a submission.

Southern Rural Water confirmed the
proposed bore would be approximate-
ly 900 metres deep and was a hot wa-
ter bore, from an aquifer that is deeper
than used in agricultural bores.

The proposal is to source the water
from an “unincorporated groundwa-
ter management area” which means
there is no limit on how much water
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can be extracted from the aquifer.

A local water management engi-
neer said in a farming context, 20
megalitres (ML) of water is consid-
ered a “relatively small” volume of
water, the equivalent of about 20
Olympic swimming pools.

They said 20 ML would be adequate
to run a dairy and water stock, but it
would only be enough to irrigate two
or three paddocks. Installing a 900m
bore could potentially cost in excess
of $1 million, they estimated.

The Cape Kitchen did not respond
to our request for comment.

Southern Rural Water said the
public consultation process includ-
ed a 28-day period for stakeholder
agencies, neighbours and interested
parties to make submissions. Sub-
missions on the proposal will be ac-
cepted until 4pm on July 8.

The application and submissions are
then formally submitted for decision.
Interested parties are notified of the
decision and have the right of appeal.
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Gus Oats proudly displaying his STEM project, part of

a 10-week unit completed by grade three and four stu-

dents at San Remo Primary.

Tessa Marks with her balloon pop game, created as part

of a STEM project at San Remo Primary.

Fun and games with STEM

The grade three and four students
at San Remo Primary School have
recently completed a 10-week unit
on STEM.

“STEM integrates science, tech-
nology, engineering and mathemat-
ics into the school curriculum,” ex-
plained Principal Karen Bowker.

“The program encouraged our
children to problem solve, to anal-
yse, to be creative, to work within
teams, as well as promote indepen-
dent thinking.”

The children’s STEM task was to
research, plan and develop an ‘ar-
cade’ game.

“Their games were made out of re-
cyclable materials, sourced by them-
selves from around their homes,”
said Ms Bowker.

“The task also included a business
plan —the planning and development
of a business name and logo.

“Drawing up plans played a big
part, as did trial and error. Once
games were complete, the students
needed to reflect on their build and
the game’s success. Changes were

Asha Payne proudly displays her “Holes for Goals” creation.

continually made, to improve the ef-
fectiveness of their games.

“We had games of skill and games
of chance built. They were colour-
ful, inventive and included fantastic
‘student-made’ mechanisms.”

The school celebrated the comple-
tion of the STEM project, with grade
three and four inviting the rest of the
school to come and play their games.

“It was a big success and great fun
was had by everyone,”’said Ms Bowker.



A proposed landscape design for the roundabout at Cape Woolamai - part of $113,000 allocated
by council for landscaping the two new roundabouts.

Glam roundabouts
for island entry

Phillip Island’s two new
roundabouts — at Cape Woola-
mai and Back Beach Road -
will be given $113,000 facelifts.

The roundabouts, currently
under construction by Region-
al Roads Victoria (RRV), were
set to be plain concrete, but
Bass Coast Shire councillors
last week voted to allocate the
funds as part of plans to spruce
up the island’s entrance.

The draft 2020/21 bud-
get — also released last week
(see separate story) - allo-
cates a total of $200,000 for
the entrance projected, with
$113,000 to the roundabout
landscaping and the remain-
der going to new signage.

A group of residents has
pushed for a makeover to the
entry for seven years, with the
shire last November hiring
consultant Steve Wallbrink to
design landscaping concepts.

“The Entry to Phillip Island
Project is an opportunity to
develop a sense of arrival to
Phillip Island that reflects its
natural environment, culture
and status as a premier tour-
ism destination,” shire officers
stated.

Cr Stephen Fullarton said
he was “shocked” that RRV’s

multi-million-dollar budget to
create each roundabout did
not include landscaping.

“I'm happy to have it allo-
cated now so once it’s finished
it is presented as well as can
be,”he said.

Cr Fullarton said current
driving conditions at the
roundabout were dangerous
and he had urged RRV to“rec-
tify” immediately.

“It’s currently not the safest
turning point.”

Cr Michael Whelan said
drivers’ expectations of the
landscaping design shouldn’t
be too high.

“Because at the end of the
day the roundabouts are road
infrastructure and safety is
paramount,” Cr Whelan said.

“The designs are good with-
in constraints.”

Once completed, annual
maintenance of the round-
abouts will cost about $66,000
- including weeding, mowing
and any vandalism repairs -
to be paid for by the shire.

Island resident Deb Holland
has pushed for a makeover to
the island’s entrance for seven
years and said while focusing
on the two roundabouts first
was a “bit back to front”, “it’s

better than nothing”.

“This is a start because it’s
important the design flows
through,” Deb said.

“I think the work to be done
on the roundabouts is critical
because if we do nothing it
will end up looking like subur-
bia and if it’s not done now it
would be years before it could
be fixed.

“It’s important we send a
message that this island is
something special.”

According to RRV, the in-
tersection at Woolamai Beach
Road has received a $10.4 mil-
lion upgrade and will include
a new dual-lane roundabout,
new street lighting, footpaths,
relocated bus stops and im-
proved pedestrian crossing
infrastructure.

Construction is expected to
be complete by early-2021.

The intersection at Back
Beach and Phillip Island
roads will have its existing Y
intersection replaced with a
dual-lane roundabout to im-
prove access and safety.

This project will cost $8.75
million and is expected to also
be complete by early next year.

Details: regionalroads.vic.
gov.au.

Water plan sets management course

Bass Coast Shire Council
voted to adopt the Integrated
Water Management Plan 2020
— Strategy Document {WMP) at
its June Council Meeting.

Council said the IWMP iden-
tifies its role as a responsible
stormwater manager and water
consumer and outlines a com-
mitment to work with the water
sector and the community to
better plan, manage and deliver
water to the Bass Coast com-
munity.

Council also said forecast
development growth in Bass
Coast creates significant storm-
water-related considerations.

“Taking an Integrated Water
Management approach will as-
sist Council to address stormwa-
ter issues and plan for potable

water supplies and wastewater
management,” a Council me-
dia statement said, noting the
IWMP established six strategic
objectives relating to Council’s
role in the water cycle.

Bass Coast Shire Mayor, Cr
Brett Tessari said the value of
an Integrated Water Manage-
ment planning approach lies in
its consideration of the entire
water cycle.

“Another significant benefit
of developing an IWMP is the
strengthening of relationships
between Council and water au-
thorities and the Department of
Environment, Land, Water and
Planning,” Cr Tessari said.

“It will also allow us to gain an
insight into how other regions
manage water sustainably and

develop their projects.”

The Mayor said by adopting
the IWMP - Strategy Document
as a first step, Council is setting
the strategic objectives for in-
tegrated water management in
Bass Coast. The next step will
be to review and endorse the
IWMP - Implementation Plan.

The Implementation Plan will
identify projects, partnerships
and funding opportunities in
Bass Coast to achieve objec-
tives identified in the Strategy
Document.

Cr Tessari said ome of these
project opportunities are al-
ready well advanced, such
as the Pioneer Bay road and
drainage upgrade project, in
partnership with Melbourne
Water.

Arts grants for island

An artist and an author from
Phillip Island are among the 400
creative workers who received
grants from the Creative Indus-
try funding announced by the
state government last week.

Anthony Lloyd from Cape
Woolamai received $5000 to cre-
ate a series of online instruction-
al videos on the studio painting
process, as a resource for artists,
curators and students.

Author Chris Flynn, who re-
cently released his third novel
“Mammoth” received $5000 to
help tour and promote the book
online via digital platforms.

The government announced
more than $2.4 million in grants
to support Victorian creative
workers, organisations and
micro-businesses, saying the
funding would help the sector to
rebuild and bounce back from
the Coronavirus pandemic.

The creative industries em-
ploy 280,000 people in Victoria
and contribute $31 billion to the
state’s economy:. It is among the
hardest hit sectors, with venue
closures, screen industry shut-
downs and event cancellations
leaving thousands of creative
practitioners and associated

trades out of work and leading
to millions in lost revenue.

The $4.2 million Sustaining
Creative Workers initiative is a
quick-response grants program
that is part of a $51.1 million
package for the creative indus-
tries.

Delivered in partnership with
Regional Arts Victoria and Arts
Access Victoria, rolling assess-
ments are continuing.

More than 2,500 applications
were received over four weeks.

For information on grants and
support go to creative.vic.gov.
au/grants-and-support

Pat McCabe, Nurse Unit Manager of the Integrated Cancer Unit at Bass Coast Health, is urging

people to be tested for bowel cancer.

Be screened for bowel cancer

Bowel cancer is Australia’s second deadliest
cancer but nearly all cases can be treated suc-
cessfully when detected early.

June is Bowel Cancer Awareness Month —
a Bowel Cancer Australia initiative to raise
awareness of the cancer and promote the val-
ue of prevention and early diagnosis.

Every week, 103 Australians die of bowel
cancer (5,375 people a year).

More Bass Coast Shire residents are diag-
nosed with bowel cancer than the Victorian
average, but 49 per cent of 50-74-year-olds par-
ticipate in bowel cancer screening, which is
also greater than the Victorian average.

According to Cancer Council Victoria, 85
people died from bowel cancer in Gippsland in
2017 and 257 cases were diagnosed. While the
risk of bowel cancer increases with age, the
disease doesn’t discriminate, affecting men
and women, young and old.

That’s why it’s vital people aged 50 and over
are tested, said Pat McCabe, Nurse Unit Man-
ager of the Integrated Cancer Unit at Bass
Coast Health.

“Early detection is critical. The Cancer
Council encourages all people aged between
50 and 74 to perform a free home test every
two years,” he said.

“With early detection, 90 per cent of bowel
cancers can be treated successfully but early
detection is crucial to begin treatment as soon
as possible.”

Testing is free through BowelScreen Austra-
lia, and entails taking two small samples of
separate bowel motions and returning them
by post for screening.

GPs can also offer a faecal immunochemical
test every two years to people aged 45-49 who
request it.

Talk to your GP or pharmacist about test-
ing through BowelScreen Australia. Order a
screening test online at https:/shop.bowel-
canceraustralia.org/ or by calling 1800 555 494.

The test can easily be performed at home.

During the early stages of bowel cancer,
people may have no symptoms, which is why
screening is vital.

As a cancerous tumour grows, it can narrow
and block the bowel, resulting in changes to
the size, shape and colour of poo. Rectal bleed-

ing may or may not occur.

Reduce your risk

Bowel cancer risk is increased by smoking,
eating an excessive amount of red meat (espe-
cially when charred), eating processed meats
(smoked, cured, salted or preserved), drinking
alcohol, and being overweight or obese.

Age, family history, hereditary conditions
and personal health history can also influence
bowel cancer risk.

People with certain diseases and illnesses
are more prone to developing bowel cancer.

These include Type Two diabetes, closely
linked cancers such as ovarian or digestive
system cancers, and inflammatory bowel dis-
eases including Crohn’s and Ulcerative Colitis.

A person’s risk category also depends on
how many close relatives have bowel cancer
and their age at diagnosis.

“People can also reduce their risk of bowel
cancer by reporting any unusual bowel hab-
its to their GP, reporting any bleeding to your
GP, quitting smoking, eating plenty of fresh
fruit and vegetables, limiting red and pro-
cessed meats, and maintaining a healthy body
weight,”Mr McCabe said.

Abstaining from or limiting alcohol con-
sumption is also beneficial to reducing one’s
risk.

Symptoms alert

If you have any of these symptoms for more
than two weeks, see your GP. They could be
indicative of colon or rectal cancer.

« Blood in your faeces or rectal bleeding

« A recent, persistent change in bowel habit
(e.g. diarrhoea, constipation or the feeling of
incomplete emptying)

« A change in the shape or appearance of
your faeces (e.g. narrower faeces or mucus in
faeces)

« Abdominal pain or swelling

« Pain or a lump in the anus or rectum

« Unexplained anaemia causing tiredness,
weakness or weight loss.

Mayor’s Message

— Cr Brett Tessari

On behalf of Bass Coast Shire Council, I
would like to acknowledge that we are sad-
dened and offended at the appalling conduct
of the ex-Minister for Local Government to-
wards the Minister for Women. His behaviour
was sexist, threatening and totally at odds
with the outstanding progress made by Bass
Coast Shire Council towards building gender
equity and creating a more welcoming and re-
spectful Victoria.

We are an organisation that has zero toler-
ance for violence or bigotry of any kind. We
pride ourselves on developing a culture of in-
clusivity and respect. We have a longstanding
and strong commitment to Preventing Men’s
Violence against Women and supporting our
LGBTIQ community.

It is an absolute disgrace that in 2020, we are
still seeing this type of behaviour. We will not
stand back and let this behaviour occur, which
is why I am delivering this statement, calling
it out. We are an organisation that will always
call out violence and bigotry when we see it
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and will work hard towards the prevention of
these behaviours in our community, because
there is no place for them.

Moving on, our Draft Budget 2020/21 was re-
leased last week, following our June Council
Meeting. Under normal circumstances follow-
ing the Draft Budget’s release, we would hold
community consultation sessions, but due to the
impact of COVID-19 that isn’t possible this year.

However, we will be holding a Facebook Q
and A session, to give people an opportunity to
learn more about the Draft Budget on Tuesday,
July 7 at www.facebook.com/basscoastshire,
from 6pm to 7.30pm. You can find the Draft
Budget on our website at www.basscoast.vic.
gov.au/budget, while hard copies will also
be made available. Submissions to the Draft
Budget can be made in writing by emailing
basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au or by mail,
addressed to the Chief Executive Officer, Bass
Coast Shire Council, PO Box 118, Wonthaggi,
3995. If you wish to speak to your submission,
you must advise Council within your email or
letter.

The consultation period will close at 5pm
on Tuesday, June 21 and submissions will be
heard at a Special Meeting of Council at 11am
on Wednesday, July 29.
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Traders fear immminent closures

Business owners have predicted
closures of shop fronts across Phillip
Island and San Remo, with an urgent
tourism plan required to salvage the
industry.

Cheeky Goose’s Robert van den
Brink said he had already lost
$350,000, adding his doors could
close following the end of JobKeeper
unless Destination Phillip Island
(DPI), the Phillip Island Traders and
Business Association and Bass Coast
Shire had an industry-wide plan to
increase tourist numbers.

“Expenses are still coming, the tap
is still running, rent, utilities, insur-
ance, body corporate. We're still
losing thousands of dollars a week
without a customer base visiting
Phillip Island,” said Rob, who has
had the business for five years and
been in hospitality for more than
two decades.

“I’'m prepared for losses for three
months and then I'm done. I don’t
have the funds to continually sustain
losses and I'm not prepared to go
into debt to pay bills.

“The full effect of this pandemic
will be felt come October, once Job-
keeper wage subsidies run out and
business have to pay full wages. A lot
of businesses I have spoken to here
say they’ll have to pull the pin once
the subsidy finishes.”

Rob said there needed to be an
urgent joint effort, “coming together
to achieve goals”, with individual
marketing of restaurants, accom-

Phillip Island photogra-
pher Claire Davie started
her Facebook and Instagram
sites The Doorstep Docu-
mentary at the start of the
Coronavirus lockdown.

For the past six weeks
Claire has shared some of
the hundreds of stories and
photos she’s gathered with
the Advertiser and now -
with lockdown slowly easing
— this is her last offering.

With more than 200 doorsteps
documented, in her last post Claire
thanked all the locals for inviting
her into their lives.

“I'd like to thank you all, for al-
lowing me, a stranger to most of
you, to photograph you through-
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Businesses like Gullivers in Cowes are under increasing pressure with some own-
ers predicting many businesses will close when the JobKeeper subsidies finish.

modation and other business “not
enough”.

“Where is the plan? Where is the
concerted, single voice uniting ev-
eryone for the benefit of everyone?
They’ve had three months to get it
done and if a plan isn’t ready, why
not? What have they been doing
since March?

“Phillip Island needs to focus on
Phillip Island and let other parts of

out the craziness of COVID-19,”
Claire said.

“Without realizing, you've all
provided an immeasurable amount
of comfort to the community by
proving that we were always all in
this together.

“Fortunately, our Phillip Island
community hasn’t been shaken by
the devastating health effects that
have been felt all over the world.
Instead, for so many of us, this cra-
zy moment in history has allowed
us to appreciate what we are all so
lucky to have.

“I hope that the immense kindness,
compassion and connection that
has been shown while the world was
turned upside down will continue to
be a part of our new normal.

“The Doorstep documentary will
stop dominating your newsfeeds
now, but it’s not over yet! An ex-
hibition and a book are on the way,
stay tuned.”
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Victoria focus on their problems.

“For years there’s been a concerted
effort to get one market (China). We
put all our eggs in one basket and
now that’s hurting us.”

Rob, who pays an annual member-
ship to be part of DPI, said any plan
should focus on domestic markets,
matching each stage in eased restric-
tions with a new marketing plan.

“So far I've had the shire ask me

The Bott family, Keira, Joel, Leo,
Noah and Hutch, Surf Beach:

“Isolation came at the perfect time
for us. We just gave birth to our third
little boy Hutch in late February.

Everything slowed down at the
perfect time and reminding us
to really soak up these first few
months and connect as a family.

Leo and Noah have enjoyed their
daily bike rides, beach hangs and
slow mornings.

We’re very grateful that Joel is still
employed, and although his days are
long, our weekends are filled with
movies, games, monster truck mad-
ness and outdoor roasts by the fire
with marshmallows to follow.

We just moved here in December
and absolutely love Claire’s cre-
ativity documenting families on
the island.

In a time where you can feel so
lonely, this page has helped us to
feel connected.”

to fill out a survey asking how I was
impacted by Coronavirus.

“But the effects of COVID-19 and
the recession will be long lasting and
are still ongoing. I and many busi-
nesses are not coping well. We are all
experiencing unprecedented losses.”

Usually Cheeky Goose has 12 staff,
but is currently maintaining three on
JobKeeper.

In a good year, about 40 per cent of
the restaurant’s customers are inter-
national, with just 15 per cent from
Phillip Island.

“There’s just not enough of a popu-
lation to sustain businesses from lo-
cal residents.”

Cheeky Goose currently is only of-
fering takeaway, working on a plan
to reopen to diners.

“But we’re going into winter, our
quietest time, and the rules required
on sanitation mean that we would
have to hire more staff than usual.

“Restaurants here are reporting
they’re getting angry customers be-
cause they will come wanting a table
of 10 but rules allow for a table of
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Red tape

Owner of three hospitality busi-
nesses in Cowes Andrew Higgins
said he had lost thousands of dol-
lars since the pandemic - including
throwing out $7000 in fresh food at
the beginning of lockdown.

Andrew, who owns Gullivers Wine

Bar, said he had very little rent relief
from his landlords and qualified for
JobKeeper for just six staff, with oth-
er staff not working (“because they
can get government funding without
working”).

“Four of my staff come from over-
seas so I've given them food and
housing. What else am I going to
do? I can’t put them on the street,”he
said.

“People tend to think everything is
going back to normal but I believe
the real hit will come later in the
year. It’s too early to say how we’ll
go.”

Andrew said one of the greatest
hurdles to his business had been red
tape, including navigating JobKeep-
er and social distancing restrictions.

He said he had received one call
from Bass Coast Shire offering to re-
imburse a trading fee, but he had not
heard back from them or received a
reimbursement.

“The shire could help businesses
navigate the red tape.

“When lockdown happened none
of the businesses had any notice
about what was required.”

He said last weekend someone
informed police that Gullivers was
trading with too many customers.

“The police came, scanned the area
and left. I'm allowed 20 outside and
20 inside but it’s not easy to under-
stand or navigate the requirements
and how they change.”

“Frightening situation”

A now retired but former pillar of
the Phillip Island business commu-
nity, Margaret Ellis, has voiced her
concerns about the impact of the
Coronavirus on local business.

Margaret and her husband ran the
Cowes Newsagency for more than
40 years.

During that time, she was a gen-
erous and committed and involved
supporter of the local community,
both through her business and vol-
unteering on many committees.

At 82 years of age, Margaret still
takes a keen interest in local busi-
ness and the community.

“I'was in business here for 40 years
and I'm upset to see the horrible ef-
fect this is having,” she said.

“I have got rental properties for
two stores and they’ve been hard hit.
I've given them free rent for a couple
of months, to try and help.”

She said she’s worried how local
businesses will survive the COV-
ID-19 pandemic.

“How many shops in the main
street of Cowes are actually closed,”
she queried.

“Will they reopen? I have a lot of
concerns. The last thing you want to
see when you come into a town is a
lot of empty shops.

“Ifeel so sorry for those places that
have to close up.”

It’s not easy for the stores that
have remained open either, she said.

“Some people just march up to the
counter willy-nilly. They don’t seem
to care.

“So many just don’t understand.
This is a very frightening situation.
We never saw anything like it and I'm
glad I'm not running the show now.”

She urged people to help the busi-
ness community find a solution to
get through the crisis.

“We’re all in this together. We need
to find solutions that are helpful and
considered.”

As the government winds back re-
strictions to try and control a recent
spike in cases, Margaret said she’s
heeding all the health warnings.

“I haven’t been up the street at all.
I've got good neighbours and my
daughter helps with the shopping and
taking me to doctors’ appointments.

“I just stay put in my house.”

Margaret Ellis (standing right) is
pictured outside the Cowes newsa-
gency in 2003, with local residents,
supporting just one of the many
community fundraising endeavours
that she assisted in her forty plus
years running a business in the main
street.

Business closures?

Although there have been anec-
dotal reports of businesses closing
down, Destination Phillip Island said
it has no reports of business perma-
nently closing due to the Coronavi-
rus.

“As you will see a lot are reopening
on June 22 and during school holi-
days which is good news,” said DPI
General Manager, Kim Storey.

However, the announcement that
the proposed increase to a 50-per-
son limit in restaurants, cafes and
pubs would be postponed until July
12 may now see some doors remain
closed.

In a DPI survey of 61 local busi-
nesses undertaken after the Queen’s
Birthday long weekend, only 15 per
cent reported they were not open.

However some business owners
have expressed concerns for the long
term outlook saying many could
have to close once the JobKeep-
er payments cease in September
(see separate story above).



Restrictions reversed as
state infections climb

Still no recorded active cases within Bass Coast

With the number of record-
ed casing climbing across the
state, some easing of restric-
tions have been postponed.

The number of patrons al-
lowed in cafes, restaurants
and bars remains at 20, a huge
blow to local venues hoping
to operate at increased capac-
ity over the upcoming school
holidays.

There are still no record-
ed active cases within Bass
Coast, however neighbouring
shires of Casey and Cardinia
both have active cases and are
among the six key areas the
government is monitoring.

In a weekend press con-
ference, the Premier floated
the idea of containing hot
spots within suburbs or local
government areas including
Casey and Cardinia.

Keeping safe

Bass Coast Health conduct-
ed 187 COVID-19 tests in the
past week, bringing the num-
ber of tests conducted since
April to 2370.

Testing is available at the
Phillip Island Health Hub
24 hours a day, seven days a
week.

Wonthaggi Medical Centre
is now undertaking symptom-

atic testing Monday to Friday,
and testing occurs at Wont-
haggi Hospital for ED presen-
tations, and inpatients.

Anyone with symptoms,
however mild, is encouraged
to be tested.

In an attempt to restrict ris-
ing community transmission,
the number of visitors allowed
to homes has been scaled
back to five.

The government has urged
everyone to only leave their
house when necessary, prac-
tice social distancing, avoid
crowds, maintain good hy-
giene and restrict their inter-
action with others.

“The more people you see
and the more often you see
them - the more danger you
are putting people in,”the Pre-
mier said.

He stressed there were to
be no handshakes, no hugs or
sharing food or drinks.

The Premier also said peo-
ple who were feeling sick,
should not visit friends and
family, go on holiday or go to
work.

Anyone who can work from
home must continue to do so.
The work from home rule will
remain in place until at least
the end of July.

The state of emergency has
been extended for a further
four weeks and Victoria Po-
lice have powers to enforce
the current restrictions and
issue on the spot fines. Fines
include up to $1652 for indi-
viduals and up to $9913 for
businesses.

In areas without transmis-
sion, such as rural areas, the
government said it may look
at easing restrictions.

Key announcements:

e Number of visitors you
can have at home has been re-
duced to five.

e Outside the home, you can
meet in groups of up to 10.

e The 20-person limit for
restaurants, pubs, libraries,
museums, churches and halls
will remain until July 12.

e Gyms, cinemas and the-
atres can reopen, with a maxi-
mum of 20 patrons.

e Community sport for chil-
dren and non-contact com-
petition sport for adults can
begin.

e Accommodation with
communal spaces can open,
with increased screening and
safeguards in place.

e The State of Emergency
has been extended to July 19.

Business boost

Twenty-eight businesses in
Bass Coast have received full
payroll tax refunds from the
state government, totalling
$448,849.91.

Member for Bass Jordan
Crugnale said the refunds
were designed to put money
back into the local economy
by supporting local business-
es get through to the other
side of the Coronavirus crisis.

A further 327 local busi-
nesses have received a one-
off $10,000 Business Support

Fund grant to help with op-
erational costs. These pay-
ments support eligible busi-
nesses that have a wages bill
below the payroll tax thresh-
old.

Ms Crugnale said the gov-
ernment’s Economic Sur-
vival Package also includes
land tax deferrals for eligible
small businesses, rent relief
for commercial tenants, and
the $500 million Working for
Victoria fund to help workers
who have lost their jobs find

new opportunities.

There are currently 101
jobs available in Bass Coast
through the Working for Vic-
toria fund. Visit www.vic.gov.
au/workingforvictoria for
more information and to reg-
ister for work.

“The coronavirus pandem-
ic has clearly had a devastat-
ing impact on lives and live-
lihoods - but we’re giving
local businesses the support
they need to survive,” Ms
Crugnale said.

Library

Library doors opened
again this week, in the sec-
ond phase of reintroducing
services.

West Gippsland Libraries
said this phase will include
limited access to the library
to browse, pick-up holds and

doors reopen

self-checkout, as well as us-
ing WiFi, print-on-demand or
photocopying.

Live events and regular li-
brary programming are still
on hold.

Many services can still be
accessed online and there

are a range of virtual events
and programs on offer.

The library also offers a
home delivery service for
members without access to
the internet. Members can
call their local branch to reg-
ister.

More clubs secure grants

Four more local clubs have
secured Community Sport
Sector funding from the state
government.

Phillip Island and District
Basketball, Phillip Island

Pony Club, Cowes Yacht Club
and San Remo Bowls will all
received $1000 under the pro-
gram, designed to help clubs
recover from the impact of the
Coronavirus.

Last week, it was announced
five Phillip Island clubs - the
Cricket Club, Football Netball
Club, Swim Club, Golf Club
and Soccer Club - had re-
ceived the $1000 boost.

$300,000 for Western Port wildlife

Western Port has been giv-
en $300,000 from the Federal
government to examine de-
velopment pressures on bay
wildlife.

The funding, which deliv-
ers on an election commit-
ment, will be delivered over
three years to protect the
bay’s biodiversity through
the biosphere project.

Federal Member for
Flinders Greg Hunt said
the team at the Western
Port Biosphere “do incred-

ible work in protecting and
studying our local flora and
fauna”.

“The Biosphere will adopt
a  multidisciplinary  ap-
proach, communicating with
a range of cultural groups
and communities on the
need to protect the region,”
Mr Hunt said.

“This will include forums
and seminars to help increase
community understanding of
the development pressures
on mammals, waterbirds and

marine species.”

Biosphere Reserves are
recognised by the United Na-
tions, with Western Port in-
cluding the Ramsar wetlands
and endangered internation-
al migratory bird species.

The Biosphere’s Executive
Officer, Greg Hunt, said the
funding support would help
the Biosphere develop fur-
ther projects to explore how
to meet human needs with-
out damaging the environ-
ment.
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Council Update

Have your say: Smiths Beach Town Plan

Do you live in or regularly visit Smiths Beach? Then we want to hear from you! We're creating a
Town Plan to help strengthen, protect and support the future use and enjoyment of the popular
seaside town. We want to know what you consider to be the short, medium and long term
priorities for Smiths Beach. Consultation is open until 30 June 2020. To have your say visit www.
basscoast.vic.gov.au/smithsbeach or contact our Strategic Planning Team on the numbers below.

Tender

Tender No 20009 — Bituminous Surfacing of Roads

Council is seeking to appoint a suitably experienced Contractor to carry out its annual bituminous
surfacing program for local sealed roads within Bass Coast Shire. The contract is for two years,
with an extension option of up to three years at the discretion of Council.

Tender No 20010 — Annual Supply of Asphalt

Council is seeking to appoint a panel of suitably experienced contractors for either the supply, or
supply and delivery of high quality asphalt for maintenance patching, regulating and edge repair
purposes. The contract will be for two years, with an extension option of up to three years at the
discretion of Council.

Tender No 20011 — Annual Supply of Quarry and Road Making Materials

Council is seeking to appoint a panel of suitably experienced contractors for the supply and load
only and/or supply, load and delivery of quarry products and road making materials. The contract
is for three years, with an extension option of up to two years at the discretion of Council.

Tender documents can be downloaded free of charge from https://basscoast.etenderbox.com.au.
Tenders open 9.00am on Tuesday, 23 June 2020 and close at 2.00pm on Tuesday, 14 July 2020.

Proposed Budget 2020/21

Council has prepared a proposed 2020/21 Budget for the financial year starting 1July 2020 and

ending on 30 June 2021. Council will consider the adoption of these documents at the Ordinary

Council Meeting to be held on Wednesday, 19 August 2020.

The Proposed 2020/21 Budget:

1. Provides for new borrowings of $17.24 million during the financial year

2. Projects that $12.5 million of the amount borrowed by Council will be redeemed during the
financial year

3. Projects that as at 30 June 2021, the total amount of Council borrowings will be $20.126
million

4. Projects that the cost of servicing Council’s borrowings during the financial year will be
$317,000

5. Proposes that the rate in the dollar for each type of general rate to be levied by Council is:

a. Residential Land Rate of 0.30544 cents in the dollar, on Capital Improved Value
b. Farm Land Rate of 0.24435 cents in the dollar, on Capital Improved Value
c. Commercial Land Rate of 0.30544 cents in the dollar, on Capital Improved Value
d. Industrial Land Rate of 0.30544 cents in the dollar, on Capital Improved Value
e. Vacant Land Rate of 045816 cents in the dollar, on Capital Improved Value
f. Cultural & Recreation Land Rate of 0.18327 cents in the dollar, on Capital Improved Value

6. Proposes the following annual service charges for each property provided with a service:
a. Standard garbage charge (includes 240 litre organics, 240 litre recycling, 120 litre landfill
bins) $496.49
b. Additional recycling waste bin service charge of $103.11
. Additional organics bin service charge of $97.94
d. Upgrade existing waste bin (120 litre to 240 litre) service charge of $57.48

Viewing the proposed Budget 2020/21
The proposed 2020/21 Budget is available online at www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/budget or to have
a copy mailed to you please contact our Finance Team on 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or
(03) 5671 2211.
The proposed Budget is also available to view at:
* Bass Coast Civic Centre (airlock), 76 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi
e Grantville Transaction Centre, 1504-1510 Bass Hwy

Asking questions and having your say

Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic we will not be holding any face-to-face consultation
sessions. There are still opportunities to ask questions online or over the phone:

 Facebook — Tuesday, 7 July at www.facebook.com/basscoastshire from 6.00pm to 7.30pm

e Over the phone: Contact our Finance Team on 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211

¢ Email: basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au

Under the provisions of Section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989, any person may

make a written submission on any proposal contained in the proposed 2020/21 Budget. Any
person lodging a submission may request to be heard in person in support of their submission.
Submissions may be made available to the public. Submissions must be received by 5.00pm on
Tuesday, 21July 2020 and be addressed to The Chief Executive Officer, Bass Coast Shire Council,
PO Box 118, Wonthaggi VIC 3995. Those persons requesting to be heard in person in support of
their submission will have the opportunity to do so at a Special Meeting of Council at 1.00 am
on Wednesday, 29 July 2020. This Meeting will be open to the public. The final 2020/21 Budget
will be presented at the Ordinary Council Meeting on Wednesday, 19 August for adoption,
along with the outcome of any submissions.

Bass Coast Shire Council, 76 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi | DX 34903 Wonthaggi | PO Box 118, Wonthaggi
VIC 3995 | 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211 or via the National Relay Service (for people n
with speech or hearing difficulties) on 13 36 77 | basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au
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ALWAYSCOOL

AIR CONDITIONING\

CALL US ON 1800 931 631

&
PDAIKIN

035678 5190
office@picra.com.au

\ " 4
| STILL OPEN

COASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

@ Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

LK4942

AU22840

southcoast air

Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists

Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 37

L109866 REC26099

4 Glen Isla Court
Cowes 3922

E mavtvs gmail.com
W: mavtv.com.au

ABN 72 837 466 589

Digital antenna installs & service, TV wall-mounting &
install, home theatre & surround sound set-up,
satellite dish supply, install & service,
new house/extension pre-wiring for TV & AV, TV
points, telephone & data paints & cabling ...and more
Call for advice or book in today

0400 722 503

LK5556

Dave Miller
PIC. 43216

LK00234

Sl

Carpets
Blinds
Furniture

LK5407

5952 1488
155 Thompson Avenue

Bl

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom

LK4943

Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

BUSINESS

AS USUAL

CARPET COURT

DREAM IT. STYLE IT. LIVE IT,

PHILLIP ISLAND CARPET COURT
9 The Concourse, Cowes P 5952 6377

CARPETCOURT.COM.AU

LK6475

ASBESTOS REMOVAL/
BUILDING DEMOLITION

* Registered building practitioners
» Worksafe approved | Fully insured
* All areas/free quotes
s RIEDAU TECHNOLOGIES
AR Phillip Island
= 5956 9551 /0417 141 035

LK5401

To advertise in the
Business
Guide

ISLAND DESIGN
& BUILD

“Extension & Renovation Specialist”
Over 35 years experience

Ph 0417 503 003

Rob Norton

INSURED & LICENSED BUILDER DB-U 61563

LK5499

R & KBurt - Builders
Servicing Phillip Island since 1987

¢ New homes ¢ Extensions ¢ Renovations
¢ Decks ® Maintenance repairs

Ring Ray 0417 107 835

Member

521191

LK5399

DB - U9108

HOME REPAIRS
CARPENTRY

Bob Holmes

0418 555 790

Over 35 year’s trade experience

LK4936

Contact Lisa on
5952 3201 or email

ads@pisra.com.au
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COAST 2 COAST
CARPET CLEANING

e Carpet ¢ Rugs ¢ Deck ¢ Floor Tiles
* STEAM CLEANING
e Truck mount machine

Glen: 0405 415 133

Email: coast2coastcc@hotmail.com
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ISLAND

CARPET CLEANING

» Extreme heat extraction - Rapid Dry
* Commercial - domestic - upholstery

 Rental bond specialists
« Fast, efficient service

RICHIE & DI LAING

0415106 443 5956 6888

richandi@hotmail.com

Business Guide

LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

ISLAND
DECKS

VV65000511

John Johnston 0414 714 179

LK5163

* CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING
* NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT

0415 106 443

richandi@hotmail.com rildiia g

Since 1987

NEAL McRAE

'EXCAVATIONS

@ 10m? tippers ® Bobcat
@ 4 ton excavators @ Post hole borers
@ Driveways @ Rubbish removed
@ Quarry materials supplies ® Blocks cleared
611 Ventnor Road, Cowes

0418 383 881 - 5956 8615
Email: nmcrae@waterfront.net.au

MARK ATLEY
CONCRETING o

* Exposed/Patterned
* Coloured or plain
* Drainage solutions

31 Reid Street, Rhyll. 3923
Ph: 0418 105 262

LK5089

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,
draining and landscaping

Eay's SKip Hire
+ Earth works

RAY MATTOCK

CONCRETING

AND EXCAVATIONS

¢ Exposed aggdregate paving
* Coloured - Slate - Brick paving
¢ House slabs - Garages

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

REC: 28634

JOSHUA BROWN
@ 0448 804 321
© jbrownelectrics@gmail.com

Yl lgzslaiidl pialidle 2 lecliarzg, 120 /7;'/ Lo ;L;/ o loo smwall

‘\EW Weq Ve
ConcRETW®

Luke Hinrichs, Specialising in
Driveways, Patios,
Garages, Pattern, Plain, Exposed,

0402 454 742

LK5186

New homes and
renovations
Emergency
service calls
Maintenance
and repairs

New appliance
installations

Fault finding

Phone, data, TV
installs and repairs

0401 851 831
maxroyalelectrical@gmail.com

LIC: A56425 REC: 27368

TIIVI NNEVWIVIANI

CONICRETING
» Exposed aggregate ¢ House slabs
* Driveways * Footpaths ¢ Sheds & garages
 All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791
RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922 E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

o419 312 805

LK5414

ISLAND EQUIPMENT HIRE

>>> Service & Repairs <<<

e Short & Long term
hire available with
mechanic onsite
for service & repairs

20 The Concourse * Cowes
www.islandequipmenthire.com.au

0417 820 565

CONCRETING

¢ EXCAVATOR ¢ BOBCAT e TIPPER

©HOUSE SLABS *DRIVEWAYS eFOOTPATHS
oGARAGES *EXPOSED AGGREGATE CROSSOVERS

Steve Wheatley 0419 003 052

LK5412




e All aspects of timber fencing ¢ Gates
e Demolition and removal ¢ Residential homes
* Holiday homes e Repairs
For a free measure and quote

Call Pat 0431 514 518

coastalfences01@gmail.com

m_—_

LK4941
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LN
GUTTER-VAC

Clean. Safe...Easy

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,
ceiling cavities cleaning.

0427 393 291

swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

lm_—

LAWN MOWING

* Edging * Clean Up
* Fully Insured ¢ Plus more services

For free appraisal:

Call Russell 0400 626 961
white.rc@hotmail.com

ISLAND HOME SERVICES
www.islandhomeservices.com.au

m_—

Business Guide

LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES
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KOOKAS
PLUMBING

FOR ALL YOUR COMMERCIAL
& DOMESTIC NEEDS
RELIABLE SERVICE

CALL BRETT 0417 829 002 ‘

ISLAND TIMBER £f3)
Hia AND FENCING ©@

Specialising in: brush, paling, ARC.
Plus timber supplies, sleepers,
brush panels etc.
ECOWOOD (Arsenic free) timber
NOW AVAILABLE
sales@islandtimberandfencing.com

0414 541 849

©
2
3
3
4
u

*Carpentry *Decks and deck staining
*Kitchen and Bathroom Renovations
*Gates and Fences *Paths and Driveways
*Gardening *Gutter Cleaning

and more...

MONKI'S MAINTENANCE
Troy Monk 0418 504 330

Call 131 546

v/ FREE QUOTES
v Fully insured
v Police checked
v/ OH&S compliant
v All work guaranteed

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning,
weeding, mulching, odd jobs
Www.jimsmowing.com.au

LK5164

Same Day @9’

Plumbing Morris
Service Brothers

Lic 43482
Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

0403 116 435

mn_—

se 220 & TIMBER &
|‘ Iy ¢ I3 FevneseD

=2 FENCES

Pallng Fencing
Rendered Fencing & Privacy Walls
FREE quote call Ashley 0418 556 645
www.mooresfences.com.au

LK5092

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Fully equipped for any job.

CALL GARY FOR A FREE QUOTE.
No job to big or small.

Wright Cut Home
& Property Maintenace

0484 867 919 [

'_—

SIMPLE
FENCING

Phillip Island and surrounds

0406 225 442
simplefencing® hotmail.com

Bass Coast
Home Renovations

Fully qualified and insured
carpentry work

Daniel Potter 0413 665 720

LK6430

mm_—_

lAWN MOWING

Property & garden maintenance,
rubbish removal, high pressure washing.
Fully insured, reliable & reasonable.

Contact Ricky 0447 300 704

LK6444

Old homes, restorations, real estate,
insurance work, domestic & commercial
Free quotes/over 25 years exp.
Competitively priced/professional
reliable service

julianbird8@gmail.com

0431992027

RELIABLE PLUMBER

Fast Response at an honest price

¢ NO CALL OUT FEE

P Leaking taps & toilets
4 P Hot water systems replaced
" # Vanities & water

m : gggrfsmllr:]sgaued
0427 776 808 - Genera plumbing

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed vic. no. 119269¢

SOUTHERN

IMETALYROC,OFING;

Metal Roofing Specialists

* Domestic & Commercial * Repairs
* New Installation & Renewals ¢ Maintenance

* Fascia, Gutters & Downpipes 3
e Aluminium Gutter Guard » Metal Wall Cladding

M: 0431 044 485 E: chrissavona@yahoo.com.au
Lic No 40950

WRIGHTON
»iGAS SUPPLIES {4

Agency for ELGAS

Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies
and appliances sales

Bruce Wright

Tel: 5952 3252 Mobile 0409 164 441

LK5403

e design consultations e sprinkler systems/garden lighting
e exposed aggregate driveways e paving & retaining walls
e low maintenance gardens e over 20 years experience

Mobile: 0419 356 222
www.islandlandscaping.com.au

PHILLIP ISLAND PEST CONTROL
OFFERING FIVE STAR FRIENDLY SERVICE
*x ok ok ok Kk

COMPETITIVE PRICES
Mobile: 0419 543 637

= o & 7

LK5293

Treatment . Termites « Rodents * Fleas * Bees
Of all * Cockroaches ¢ Spiders ® Wasps
Pests ¢ Soil treatments * Red Stop Barriers Installed

23 years experience
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Steel fabrication ¢ Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Steel sales cut to order ¢ Sheetmetal fabrication
Guillotine and folding * Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE * Genie lift and generator hire
Call for a quote WE DELIVER

14-16 The Concourse, Cowes 5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au

mm_—

BETTSY’S

GLASS
i

Glazing the Island and district
LEWIS BETTS

PH: 5952 3555 MOB. 04325 9 7641, FAX 5952 3444
Factory 3, 221 Settlement Road, Cowes
sales@bettsysglass.com.au

A.B.N. 28 300 150 885

* Residential locksmithing & key cutting « Mosaic glass ¢ Flyscreens
+ Shower screens * Re-glazing * Security doors | Glass balustrading

LK4865

‘

Big Steve’s
Garden Solutions

B Lawn mowing
B Rubbish removed
W Fully insured

0438 007 063

_—

Philip Island

GLASS

wrenaaorcas W OIRIKS

B Reglazing @ Showers B Vlirrors
B Splashbacks B Balustrading

Darren Anderson
Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes

59525570 0419 525 588

LK5241

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps
- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

0418 342 649

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

~
®
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Brendan Duncan
PIC No. 26296

I

For all your lawnmowing,

landscaping &
rubbish removal

Call for a free quote

0411175 957

LK4944

CHUNKS
PLUMBING

All types of plumbing

24 HOUR SERVICE uic # asat1

¢ Gas  Hot water units
» Sewers, storm water, blockages
A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546

chunksplumbing@waterfront.net.au

LK4939
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Tell us your views with a ‘Letter to the Editor’, (350 word limit). Email advertiser@pisra.com.au

“Pathetic response”
to Sunset Strip pleas

We just watched the pa-
thetic response from the
Bass Coast Shire Councillors
to our pleas to bitumen our
roads against the summer
dust and winter sludge.

In a matter of minutes
council snubbed over 200
Sunset Strip residents by
not acknowledging their let-
ters and complaints. Not one
word mentioned about our
health and safety, core is-
sues.

They voted unanimously
to continue the unforgiv-
ing mantra of roads, drains,
roads, drains and a few foot-
paths too.

Cr Fullarton voiced his
disappointment that not one
road scape has been built on
his watch. His dream is to
pave Phillip Island, but it’s
our nightmare.

Cr Fullarton was elected to
represent the people, not to
live his dreams. While he had
200+ letters from a united
community, mostly perma-
nent residents, he claims this
issue has been driven by out-
of-towners.

Cr Fullarton says there are
people in Sunset Strip urg-
ing him to get the full road
and drainage done. But he
hasn’t offered any numbers,
while he spruiks that every-
body 100 per cent loved the
made roads after their bank
accounts have been slammed
for previous special charge
schemes.

We are very disappointed
in Cr Pamela Rothfield. She
has not responded to any
phone calls or emails about
the conditions we are living
in. We wish we had some rep-
resentation.

Many of us are looking for-
ward to working against the
sitting council at the next
election.

If local election history re-
peats itself, there will only be
one of you left standing but
‘we would like to see a full
strike’.

Colleen McGrath and Paul
Doherty, Sunset Strip

SL Tree Care

NO JOB TOO SMALL
® Qualified

o Tree Removal

mm;_—
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e Storm Damage

e Tree Maintenance e Lawn Mowing

e Garden Maintenance
e Fruit Tree Pruning FREE QUOTES

callshaun 0423 910 554

Contingency and
management costs
blowout

Three tender projects were
presented to the Council meet-
ing on June 17.

Total Project Costs:
$4,348,807.
e Pioneer Bay Drainage
Improvement  Project cost
$3,817,367

e Demolition of Cowes Cul-
tural and Community Centre
cost $265,630

e Wonthaggi Railway Station
Extension and Glazing cost
$265,810

Ratepayers should be con-
cerned when these three proj-
ects include a total contingency
cost of $387,440. Contingency
costs are usually for unforeseen
or unknown additional works
once a project is underway:.

Why is it our councillors are
not expressing concern to-
wards contingency costs when
they are so high? Included in
the three projects is manage-
ment cost of $202,450.

The overall budget positive
surplus for these three projects
is $609,414.

Council informs contingency
is an approved inclusion used
for Capital Works Projects dur-
ing a budget year.

Ratepayers have contributed
$51,373,000 to council’s income
for nine months of this finan-
cial year 2019-20.

Are contingency costs one

way council generates re-
serves?
Transparency has again

taken a backward step (June
17) when councillors approved
a financial delegation for the
Chief Executive Officer to have
the previous authority changed
from $250,000 to $5 million
to expense without having all
financial details referred to a
Council meeting for council-
lor debate and approval. That
means less than one project
out of approximately 130 to 140
will go to a council meeting.

The Financial Delegation Au-
thority of $5 million would have
to be a top election topic. May-
be contingency costs another.

Graham Jolly, Cape Woola-
mai.

Aol

Phillip Island Golf Report

Tuesday June 16 - Mens
Stableford

Winner was James Fowler
H/c (4) with 37 points from
Sean O’Brien H/c (14)

with 35 points.

9 Hole Competition win-
ner was Jon Niven with 18
points.

Wednesday June 17 - La-
dies Stableford

A Grade Winner - Vicki
Roff-Smith H/c(22) - 76 points

B Grade Winner — Ros Reid
H/c(30) - 77 points

C Grade Winner & Month-
ly Medal Winner - Zoe Frost
H/c(35) - 75 points

Putting Winner was Jea-
nette Diss with 27 putts

Qualifier for the Silver
Spoon was Vicki Roff-Smith

9 Hole Winner - Stableford
- Wendy Hamilton H/c(31)

with 19 points

Thursday June 18 - Mens &
Ladies Stableford

Winner was Stephen Mack
H/c(17) with 40 points from
Rob Haydon H/c (11) also
with 39 points.9 Hole Com-
petition Winner was Ron
Hateley with 20 points

Saturday June 20 - Mens
4BBB Nett Stroke & J Niven
Round 1

Winners were Graeme Niv-
en H/c(33) & Glen Marshall
H/c(30) with 62 points nett
on a countback from runners
Up Lewis Betts H/c(28) & Jim
Brown H/c(18) also with 62
points nett.

9 Hole Winner was Steve
Rieger with 19 points

Ladies Competition - La-
dies Stableford

Winners were Jo Disher

Isaac Batty and Reece Jamieson, the winners of the J Niven
4BBB Stroke Scratch event with a gross score of 74/72. The
event was played over the weekend.

H/c(27) & Ada Anglin H/c(16)
with 68 points
Runners Up were Judy Ma-
gill H/c(22) & Sheryl Smith
H/c(23) with 69 points.
Sunday June 21 - J Niven
4BBB Stroke Scratch Event

Winners
Winners were Isaac Batty
and Reece Jamieson with a
gross score of 74/72 defeating
Neville Thurgood and Mark
Jamieson - gross score 72/75
One shot!! Well done to all.

To say this year has been
challenging for many would
be an obvious understatement
and just when many were to
get back to work in the hospi-
tality industry, another hiccup.

In business you learn to
adapt and take challenges head
on, but nothing works without
support from your customers.

Speaking with other busi-
nesses in the area, and speak-
ing from our own business
point of view, support has been
great and even to those not
open fully yet, the texts, calls or
emails of support are helping
greatly and much appreciated.

As we have seen over the last
week or so there is a little bit to
go, yet before it’s all over, we
have also seen what a selfish
few can do to many.

While your support is ap-
preciated, we are yet to hit the
biggest hurdle for businesses
with the predicted cliff to be
around September. Continue
supporting your local business-
es where you can but pace out
your support to extend it into
the spring and beyond.

Hopefully come Christmas
time this will be something we
just talk about when sitting at
one of the many cafes in the
area with friends.

More importantly we can all

m_—_

LK5411

land Security Monotoring
ecure

orage >4hr / 7 day access

Phone 0400 214 446
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922
Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au
Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

Large & Small Units
Boxes & Packaging

On Site Manager

LK5083

windows every time! apply for
Pensioners
e Tree & Stump removal
« Pruning PREMIER WINDOW
e Chipping §
Fully insured ©LEAN ” N@
Residential & commercial work
Sean 0439 900 091 Call Maria 0422 258 948
www.treecarenow.net Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com
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do a bit to help ensure every-
body still has their door open
by then as well.

While the 2020 season has
had its challenges, it has come
with plenty of unpredictability
and if someone had given you
this rundown of the season this
time last year you would ask
them how much they had to
drink.

A non-existent summer with
only a handful of days over 35
degrees and another handful
over 30 degrees.

The best part of the year
around here, autumn did not
live up to its reputation with a
lot of wind and rain plus fish-
ing banned and businesses
forced to close.

Most places received their
annual rainfall before the win-
ter and then, very little wind,
sunglasses, hats and sunscreen
needed in June and that’s only
a brief description of how it has
gone so far.

After all of that you have to
try and predict the best spot to
fish for the day.

The last week has seen an-
other week of opportunity for
people to go fishing with per-
fect weather at times and with
the wind dropping off most af-
ternoons there was time for a
fish after work if you could get

i e

STILL OPEN

Monday-Friday 8.30am-4.30pm
Saturday 9.00am-12.00 noon
11 The Concourse Cowes
p 5952 1999 5952 1246 m 0412 723 348
email pkbtiles@waterfont.net.au

ventnor property
maintenance

an early finish.

Like all the season so far it
has been those willing to try
something or somewhere dif-
ferent or new that have been
most successful.

Whiting went a bit quiet over
the full moon, but the reports
have improved a little.

Where they are catching
them hasn’t changed with the
answer still the same, in the
water.

The reports we are getting
are coming from almost every
whiting spot and if I had to pick
one that was slightly better it
would be around the Bass river
to Maggi shoal.

Every report we received was
similar in that it wasn’t easy,
very few bagged out, the fish
sizes were mixed but in good
condition.

If you are prepared to look
around though, you will get
yourself a good feed of whiting,
and don’t spend too much time
in the one spot if you aren’t
catching fish.

It would appear at the mo-
ment you need to go and find
them as they are not going to
find you.

Berley isn’t helping much to
bring whiting to you and all it
seems to be doing is attract-
ing leatherjackets, toadies and
small pinkies.

What will help is a berley pot,
quality berley (mushed up pil-
chards) and when you get your
first whiting drop it over to
keep them there. You will only

get a short time before the rest
show up but from the reports it
will definitely help.

We are getting a lot more
land-based reports now that
we are into the winter with
many boats parked up for a few
months, the light winds and
sunshine is also helping.

Calamari and salmon are
the two most targeted fish and
the reports of both are about
the same. Patchy and small
describes both but there are
enough around to make you
head back to try again.

The calamari reports have
come from all jetties, except
Rhyll and the beaches at Wool-
amai and Ventnor. There has
been nothing normal to them
and the reason plenty are miss-
ing out, only fishing what is
considered the right time.

Regardless of time or tide if
you want to go for a calamari
fish just go, that seems to be
working for those catching
them.

Salmon are small and the
same as calamari, those fishing
when everything is supposed to
be right aren’t necessarily the
ones catching them.

The reports are all over the
place as far as the tides go and
while some big schools can be
seen while you are standing on
the beach the fishing is patchy.

We did have some quality
salmon reported, 1kg and bet-
ter, most were well under the
1kg and it was almost even be-
tween lures and bait.

Business Guide

LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

VAN|
TIMRERS

PTY. LTD.

Large stock of timber, farm products,
roofing iron, poly water tanks

LK5405

Prompt delivery to Phillip Island
PHONE 5678 8552

Cnr Corinella turn off and Bass Highway, Grantville

free quotes, no job to small

tim waterton

lawn mowing, rubbish removal, cleanups,

windows cleaned, all general odd jobs.

M: 0491141 580
E: twaterton3@hotmail.com

To advertise in the business guide

Contact Lisa on 5952 3201
ads@pisra.com.au
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DEATHS PUBLIC NOTICES

SITUATIONS VACANT

Bass Coast Historical
Automobile Club Inc.
(BCHAC)

Jim Beal a highly
thought of and
enthusiastic member
of BCHAC passed away
on the 15th June 2020
and will be missed by
all. The BCHAC extends
its condolences to the
family and friends of
Jim Beal.

CHAMBERS
(nee WUCHATSCH)
Beatrice Louise (Trix):
aged 96 years, passed
away peacefully on June
15, 2020.
Beloved wife of Karl
Lewis (dec.)
Survived by her sister
Marjorie Craig.
Beloved mother and
mother-in-law of
Stephen & Kirsty, David,
Elaine (dec.) and Debbie,
Janet & Graham.
Much loved Grandma
of her many
grandchildren and great
grandchildren.
Her memory will live in
our hearts forever.

Dearly loved sister and
sister-in-law of Marjorie
and Frank (dec.) Craig.
Loved Aunt of Robert
and Anne and their
families.

Many treasured
memories.

Dearly loved sister-in-
law of Frieda and Alan
Legg (both dec.)
Loved Aunt of Katrina,
Susan and Jane and
their families.
Loving memories.

JEFFREY,

(nee Hay-Smith)
Nola Jeanne:
Most loved wife of Rob.
Loved mother and
mother-in-law of
Andrew and Sherrie,
Christopher and
Elizabeth.
Loving Grandma to
Darren, James and
Nicholas.
Forever Loved and
Remembered

JEFFREY, Nola:
Passed away
19.06.2020.

Nola —To be your friend
during this journey has
been an honour.
You have been,
brave, resilient, and
determined to beat this
awful disease. ,

You are at peace now!
| will remember you and
miss our friendship and
our many walks.

WILLIAMS, Hilda:

It is with much
sadness Hilda passed on
11th June.

Hilda will be very much
missed,,condolences to
all her family especially
Vicki.

PIRSL Day Club.

WILLIAMS, Hilda:
Passed away at home on
the 11th of June 2020.
Mum you fought so
hard to stay. Our hearts
are shattered. Always
loved.

Susan, David, Vicki and
all your loving family.

PUBLIC NOTICES

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES
The Advertiser conducts its
journalism in accordance with
the guidelines of the Australian
Press Council.

The General Principles
Accuracy and clarity

1. Ensure that factual material
in news reports and elsewhere
is accurate and not misleading,
and is distinguishable from
other material such as opinion.
2. Provide a correction or
other  adequate  remedial
action if published material
is significantly inaccurate or
misleading.

Fairness and balance

3. Ensure that factual material
is presented with reasonable
fairness and balance, and that
writers’ expressions of opinion
are not based on significantly
inaccurate factual material or
omission of key facts.

4. Ensure that where material
refers adversely to a person,

a fair opportunity is given for
subsequent  publication  of
a reply if that is reasonably
necessary to address a possible
breach of General Principle 3.

Privacy and avoidance of harm
5. Avoid intruding on a person's
reasonable  expectations  of
privacy, unless doing so is
sufficiently in the public interest.
6. Avoid causing or contributing
materially to  substantial
offence, distress or prejudice,
or a substantial risk to health
or safety, unless doing so is
sufficiently in the public interest.

Integrity and transparency

7. Avoid publishing material
which has been gathered by
deceptive or unfair means,
unless doing so is sufficiently in
the public interest.

8. Ensure that conflicts of
interests are  avoided or
adequately disclosed, and that
they do not influence published
material.

ALCOHOLICS  ANONY-
MOUS: Weekly meetings
Bass Coast Shire, Wont-
haggi - Tuesday 8pm; AA
Cowes Big Book meet-
ing at St Philip’s Church
(opp. Coles) - Tuesday
7pm, 0417 317 470; Sal-
vation Army building,
McKenzie St., Wonthag-
gi, Saturday 11am, 5672
3627. Phone head office
9429 1833.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS: Weekly meet-
ings Bass Coast Shire:
Cowes - Sunday 5-6pm,
St Philip’s Church (opp.
Coles); Wonthaggi - Fri-
day 1lam, Salvation
Army Hall (149 McKen-
zie St.). Phone 1300 652
820 or visit na.org.au

The Phillip Island &
San Remo Advertiser
is bound by the
Standards of Practice
of the Australia Press
Council. If you believe
the Standards may
have been breached,
you may approach the
newspaper itself
or contact the
Council by email
info@presscouncil.org.au

or by phone
(02) 8261 1930.
For further
information see
www.presscouncil.org.au

MSC7943

Phillip Island
RSL Community
Men’s Shed

REPAIRS AND
RESTORATIONS

From timber to metal -
small to large projects
Reasonable prices
Open Tues & Thurs
9am to noon

Contact Terry on
0438 808 428

JOCO0112

1in5
people in

Australia will
experience
depression.

MSC7939

Initiative of Phillip Island
Masonic Lodge

CHURCH
NOTICES

Members should check their
church websites for details of
service times and guidelines.

UNITING CHURCH:

www.cowes.unitingchurch.org.
au/minister.php

www.facebook.com/
pages/St-Johns-Uniting-
Church/828979940479969

BAPTIST CHURCH:
www.islandbaptist.org.au/

HOPE CHURCH:
are emailing members
www.islandhopechurch.com/

CATHOLIC CHURCH:
www.cdsale.org.au/
coronavirus
www.cdsale.org.au/
prayer-and-reflection

ST PHILLIP’S ANGLICAN
CHURCH:
www.anglicanparishbass-
phillipisland.org/

www.facebook.com/
stphilipscowes/

PHILLIP ISLAND SURF
CHURCH:
www.facebook.com/pages/
category/
Christian-Church/Surf-Church-
Phillip-Island-
360300548086709/

Bass Coast Health is seeking applications
for the following positions:

Registered Nurse Grade 2
- Rehab/GEM/Palliative
Part Time — Closes 26/06/20

Registered Nurse Grade 2
- Anaesthetic, PACU
Fixed Term Part Time — Closes 30/6/20

Registered Midwife — Grade 2 Midwife
Fixed Term Full Time — Closes 3/7/20

Associate Nurse Unit Manager
- Kirrak House
Part Time — Closes 3/7/20

For full position details, a position
description and how to apply,
please refer to the BCH website

)

SITUATION VACANT

DIRECTOR OF NURSING

Registered Nurse

Grade 7 DON (13-24) 1 EFT ONGOING

Looking for a career and/or lifestyle change?
Want to join a team that embraces change,
is expanding services, and has just opened

a new theatre building?

An exciting opportunity exists to join the
South Gippsland Hospital Senior Executive
Team as the Director of Nursing (DON) in

the picturesque township of Foster,

located in the beautiful Corner Inlet region

of South Gippsland.

Enquiries: If this sounds like a job you want,

basscoasthealth.org.au or contact 2 call our CEO, Paul Greenhalgh on 0427 093

Human Resources via email % 058, to discuss the opportunities that await.

hr@basscoasthealth.org.au 8 Further information: see our website
www.southgippslandhospital.com.au

/,‘& t5671 3333 f5671 3300 Applications close on

e info@basscoasthealth.org.au Friday 26 June 2020 at 5pm.
i" w www.basscoasthealth.org.au J000102AA
J

The LORD knows
the way of the
righteous, bul the
way of the wicked
will perish.
Psalm 1:6, ISV

LEAVE NO ONE
IN NEED

Please donate now

salvationarmy.org.au

Your local news

Home Delivered

for just $1.90 per week

Ring Cowes Newsagents to book your Advertiser home delivery: 5952 2046
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Footloose!

This spectacular shot by Gary Parnell from the Phillip Island Camera Club caught surfer Cam Boulton in motion at Cape
Woolamai earlier this month. www.garyparnellphotography.com.au.

Hoodies season success

Phillip Island Nature Parks said
this year’s Hooded Plover breed-
ing season has been a success, in
a report released last week.

Nine chicks successfully
fledged this season, meaning they
were able leave the nest, fly and
survive independently.

This brings the island’s popula-
tion to approximately 43, and the
birds’ breeding rate is now within
the range needed to maintain a
viable population.

The tiny birds are popular with
residents and visitors alike, with
many locals spending hours vol-
unteering to monitor nests and
protect the chicks.

The Nature Parks said the on-
going management of these rare
shorebirds was a key action in the
Nature Parks’ Five-Year Conser-
vation Plan and part of their on-
going commitment to protecting
and enhancing Phillip Island’s
threatened species.

“Overall, the breeding season
was positive with nine chicks suc-
cessfully fledging from six nest-
ing sites,” said Mitch Burrows,
Nature Parks Nesting Shorebird
Officer.

“The number of chicks fledged
per breeding pair was 0.47 which
is comparatively higher than last
season and is within the rate of
between 0.45 and 0.5 needed to
maintain a viable population.”

Welcome news

A group which petitioned to es-
tablish off-leash areas for dogs in
Cape Woolamai said they were
pleased at the success of this
year’s breeding program.

“We would like to believe that this
success has happened in coordina-
tion with the new off-leash areas giv-
ing dog owners a clear and certain
area where they can walk their dogs,”
said group convenor Cheryl Owens.

HOME DELIVERY

Call your local
newsagency
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Nine new Hooded Plovers successfully fledged this season, bringing the
island’s population to approximately 43.

“The off-leash areas have been
extremely successful this year
with no incidences or issues and
no wildlife harmed at all on our
off leash beaches.

“We are pleased both the shire
and the Nature Park are willing to
work with us to try new plans and
ideas instead of us all just banging
our heads against a brick wall and
expecting a different result.”

Cheryl acknowledged the Na-
ture Parks ongoing support of the
off-leash areas and said the group
was “particularly pleased that the
successful chicks were in April
when more people were in fact
walking their dogs as this was all
there was to do” due to the Coro-
navirus lockdown.

She said education and changing
of attitudes takes time, patience
and perseverance, but believes “if
we all work together we can create
this positive environment for rate-
payers and wildlife alike.”

Research

Mitch said researchers divided the
season into three periods to evaluate
effects such as weather events and
human interactions.

Despite increased nesting at-
tempts during the pre-Christmas
and Christmas periods, the first
chicks did not fledge until 17 Feb-
ruary 2020 in the post-Christmas
period after the effects of summer
crowds and unsuitable weather
conditions.

COVID-19 provided a reprieve
for the birds with fewer beach us-
ers due to travel restrictions from
March. A further six chicks fledged
along the island’s south coast
beaches in mid-April.

Nature Parks said the reasons for
the early egg failures were largely
unknown, so the team will under-
take more rigorous nest monitoring
including the use of camera traps in
the future to determine the causes.

Despite volunteer activities be-
ing suspended in April to help
slow the spread of coronavirus, an
impressive total of 750 volunteer
hours were contributed during the
summer breeding season includ-
ing two research interns who con-
ducted management and research
activities.

The Nature Parks said it worked
with volunteers to monitor beaches
where Hooded Plovers were nest-
ing and informed beach users, espe-
cially dog walkers, of the vulnerable
birds and their chicks and encour-
aged understanding of behaviours
to assist in their survival.

The team also noted a rare event
when one pair of birds hatched
three chicks at Crazy Birds beach at
the same time as a pair around the
corner at Forrest Caves hatched two
chicks.

The Forrest Caves pair walked
their two chicks to Crazy Birds
where one of the chicks joined
up with the Forrest Caves brood.
Known as brood amalgamation, this
type of event has only ever been re-
corded once before on Phillip Island.

During winter, the birds take a
short break from breeding. They re-
main on Phillip Island where they
may be seen forming small flocks
along our beaches.

Since Hooded Plover Watch be-
gan on Phillip Island in 1998, the
then population of around 20 birds
has more than doubled to around 43
individuals, or around 20 breeding
pairs through active management,
research and ongoing community
support.

The success of the program can
now provide a model for the man-
agement of Phillip Island’s other
shorebirds such as Oystercatchers
and Red-capped Plovers.

A full Nesting Shorebirds report is
available at: www.penguins.org.au/
conservationnews.
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ALEX sCOTT
AND STAFF

COWES OFFICE
SALE LISTINGS

2WATTLE COURT, COWES

$549,000

* Brand new townhouse

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathroom
* Private Court setting

12 WAGTAIL WAY, COWES

$649,000

* Near new home, ready to move in
* 3 bedrooms/ 2 bathrooms

» Opposite park

WE HAVE
CASH
BUYERS

READY TO
PURCHASE
NOW!

RENTAL
PROPERTIES
URGENTLY
WANTED

WE HAVE
QUALITY
TENANTS
WAITING

I 13aThompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au

5952 2633

LKO00237AA
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