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After visitors to Phillip Island
tested positive to COVID-19, it was
a race against time to identify ex-
posure sites and test the population.

Here’s how the events unfolded.

Thursday, July 15

As Victoria went into lockdown
on Thursday night, word of the posi-
tive test filtered out.

Bass Coast Health CEO Jan Child
confirmed the rumours and said local
exposure sites would be listed on the
state government website shortly.

BCH workers and local hire com-
pany, Over the Top Events went into
overdrive, with a bigger tent erected
at the Cowes drive through site on
Thursday night, to increase the test-
ing capacity.

It was announced testing times
at both the Cowes and Wonthaggi
Drive Through sites would be ex-
tended, running from 7am - 5pm.

Friday, July 16

Phillip Islanders awoke to a grow-
ing list of exposure sites, with San
Remo Fisherman’s Co-op, Phillip
Island Ten Pin Bowls and Enter-
tainment and Grumpy’s Golf the
first local business to be hit with the
devastating news.

They were soon joined by the Jol-
ly Lolly Trolley, Coles, Gday Tiger,
Phillip Island Bakery and A Maze
‘N Things.

By the end of the day North Pier,
Phillip Island Coffee Co, Porter
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The Cowes drive through testing site was overwhelmed on Saturday, with more than 20 exposure sites listed
across Phillip Island and San Remo on the weekend. Testing capacity was bolstered and a second Cowes

walk-in site opened on Sunday.

Fresh Poke Bowls, the Nobbies, GP
Circuit, and Phillip Island Choco-
late Factory had also been listed.
There was a surge in demand for
tests, as locals realised they’d at-
tended an exposure site, with the
Cowes Drive Through Site working
beyond its scheduled 5pm finish.

Saturday, July 17

The queue at the Cowes Drive
Through site on Saturday started
before the sun rose and by 7am the
line of cars stretched for several
blocks, as vehicles queued along
Chapel Street waiting to enter the

testing site at the Transit Centre.
Despite the new tent and running
four testing stations it was quickly
clear the demand far outstripped
the resources.
At 10am, Bass Coast Health CEO
Jan Child confirmed an additional

LK5155

<> OBrien Real Estate

COWESBOAT g e{e)' s {3

CARAVANRVSTORAGE

52-54 Thompson Ave, Cowes 5952 5100
Call Mike Foenander 0408 547 677 or Rental Office 5952 6633

three teams were on the way to

ange instore
Check out our rug studio

Download Sth Coast Taxi
app for easy booking

R

$1.60 Incl. GST

Cowes, to assist the four teams al-
ready in place. Ms Child said the
teams were coming from Sale, Fos-
ter and Warragul to bolster local
resources, as Bass Coast Health
grappled with staffing levels.

She spent the morning walking
from car to car in the queue, ex-
plaining the delay.

One resident who had arrived be-
fore 6.30am said around 8.30am Ms
Child spoke to him through the car
window.

“She apologised for the long wait,
as they lost a lot of staff due to the
exposure sites around the island,”
he said.

“She is making her way down the
line of cars.”

Another resident who had been
waiting three hours was impressed
by the CEO’s appearance.

“Good to see Jan Child personally
fronting the long line of cars wait-
ing to get tested and explain the de-
lay,” he told the Advertiser around
9.45am.

“She could easily be sitting in an
office or sending a staffer out to
speak to those waiting.”

However, the long wait caused
tempers to fray.

There were reports of heated ex-
changes between drivers, with ac-
cusations of some trying to jump
the queue.

“There’s a fair bit of angst be-
tween drivers,” said one person.

Continued page 10
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Victoria's snap

The state government has con-
firmed the current lockdown will be
extended until 11.59 on Tuesday, July
217.

On Monday, flagging the extension
of the lockdown, Chief Health Of-
ficer Brett Sutton said: “There is no
absolutely guarantee that we can win
against Delta.

“We have to give ourselves the ab-
solute best chance, but we have to
recognise just how profoundly chal-
lenging it is.

“This will take off if we allow it to.”

On Tuesday, the Premier Daniel An-
drews said the extension was neces-
sary to avoid a situation like Sydney,

and going into a protracted lockdown.

However, he said there were posi-
tive signs the current strategy was
working.

“The percentage of cases isolating
for their entire infectious period is
growing.

“At the end of this seven days, we
will have done everything we possi-
bly can to get out of lockdown.”

Further announcements on busi-
ness support willbe made on Wednes-
day.

The lockdown restrictions remain
the same, although minor changes
will be made to the Authorised Prem-

lockdown extended

vices that operate solely outdoors.

Students with disabilities will be
able to return to on-site learning, if
learning from home wasn’t possible.

The biggest change relates to Red
Zone Travel Permits. Victorian resi-
dents who are currently in red zones
will require an exemption to return
home.

The Premier said exemptions would
only be granted “in exceptional cir-
cumstances”.

“If people enter Victoria from NSW
without an exemption, they will be
put on return flight or placed in 14-
day mandatory quarantine,” the Pre-
mier warned.

ises and Worker List, to include ser-

Breaking news:

Covid in Island wastewater

Viral fragments have been detected in the

wastewater on Phillip Island.

The announcement came at Tuesday’s
press conference, from Covid Commander

Jeroen Weimar.

In the seven days up until July
17, no fragments had been de-
tected in the samples taken at
the wastewater treatment plant.

Because of the detection, capac-

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

Sport: sport@pisra.com.au

Phone (03) 5952 3201
Fax (03) 5952 3024

OO 0

Publication No. VBF 9005897
Registered by Australia Post.

Subscribe online

www.pisra.com.au

ADVERTISER

Editorial: advertiser@pisra.com.au
Advertising: ads@pisra.com.au

Classifieds: sport@pisra.com.au

Suite 2, 60 Chapel Street, Cowes, 3922.

ity at the Cowes Drive Through
testing site will be maintained at
the current level, with residents
urged to get tested.

Bass Coast CEO Jan Child said
they would ramp up the Cowes

service if needed and confirmed
the Walk-in site in Thompson
Avenue will run for the rest of
the week.

“Please, if you have even the
mildest of symptoms, come for-
ward and be tested.”

The San Remo site ran as nor-
mal on Tuesday, with updated
opening times for the rest of the
week to be announced shortly.

The Supreme Court trial for
alleged murderer Adrian Bash-
am has been delayed until Oc-
tober 25.

The trial was previously set to
start on July 12 and is expected
to run for two months, with the
delay due to resolving pre-trial
matters.

Adrian James Basham plead-
ed not guilty at a committal
hearing in the Latrobe Valley
Magistrates Court in October
last year, after being commit-
ted to stand trial over the death
of his estranged wife Saman-

Basham trial delayed

tha Fraser.

Mr Basham is accused of kill-
ing the mother of their three
children, Samantha Fraser, 38,
at her Cowes home on July 23,
2018.

Mr Basham is also facing an-
other set of charges which can-
not be reported due a suppres-
sion order.

If you or anyone you know
needs support, contact the Na-
tional Sexual Assault, Domestic
and Family Violence Counsel-
ling Service on 1800RESPECT
(1800 737 732).
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EDITORIAL

This is not a drill

It was the weekend the pan-
demic truly arrived on Phillip
Island and San Remo.

We’ve been living with COV-
ID-19 for more than 18 months
now, and we know the drill.

Hand sanitisers and dispos-
able masks are in every hand-
bag and most peoples’ pockets.

We can social distance and
whip out our phones to scan
QR codes.

We’ve watched press confer-
ences and waited for the daily
case numbers.

Most of us have had at least
one nose tingling Covid test
and everyone found their own
way to try and emerge from a
lockdown with at least a shred
of sanity intact.

While our businesses and the
tourism industry has taken a
battering — Bass Coast’s econ-
omy was rated one of the most
affected areas in Victoria — ac-
tual cases here have been rare.

Even at the worst of it, in
2020 when Melbourne and Vic-
toria experienced the longest
and toughest lockdown in the
country, and daily case num-
bers were in their hundreds, the
highest number of cases ever
recorded in the shire was four.

It was like we were slightly
removed from the real action,
not part of the main game.

Last Thursday, that all
changed. It felt like Covid was
all around us.

This time, we were the news,
instead of watching the drama
unfolding in Melbourne.

As the list of exposure sites
grew, it seemed like the entire
island would need to be tested.

And the testing lines at the
drive through sites in Cowes,
San Remo and Wonthaggi
proved the point.

On Saturday and Sunday
alone, 2363 tests were done.

Everyone had a story about
waiting in the queue.

Everyone knows someone in
isolation waiting for a result, or
in quarantine.

The past few days have
shown our vulnerability and
our strength.

Just by going about our daily
lives, hundreds of us were po-
tentially exposed to the virus.

Residents rallied and came
forward to get tested in mas-
sive numbers, waiting patiently
in their cars for hours.

Overwhelmingly people have
been compassionate, calm,
thoughtful and selfless.

Local healthcare workers put
in long days, worked on their
days off and were unfailingly
professional and cheerful de-
spite a workload 10 times what
they’re used to.

Police, event staff and coun-
cil officers worked long hours
helping organise testing sites
and keeping the traffic flowing
smoothly.

It’s been an incredible ef-
fort and we can all be proud of
what’s been achieved so far.

But how we deal with the next
week is so important.

It is clear there’s no cutting
corners with this beast breath-
ing down our necks.

To date, the Department of
Health has not been able to con-
firm how many people here are
isolating or in quarantine.

But if you are waiting for your
results or in quarantine, don’t
leave the house, bend the rules,
or say “it doesn’t really matter,
because we're so safe here”.

Don’t go for a walk, or pop
over to see a friend.

If you need help, there are
Disaster Relief payments avail-
able, assistance from the state
government and as ever, the
PICAL food pantry is available
for anyone in need.

Unfortunately, the lockdown
has been extended, but it’s im-
portant to follow the restric-
tions, and when they ease, keep
checking in everywhere you go.

Finally, if you're eligible for a
vaccine, book in now, because
the experts tell us until we'’re
all vaccinated, there’s no way
to live with this virus.

If this week has shown us
anything, it’s just how vulner-
able any community is, and just
how strong we are.

Stay safe out there.
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Harmony Bells stolen

Police are calling for public assis-
tance after the Harmony Bells in the
Cowes Town Square were stolen.

Senior Sergeant Andy O’Brien
said the exact time of the theft was
unknown, but it’s believed they
were stolen sometime over the
weekend of July 11 and 12.

“We are seeking witnesses and
any CCTV footage from surround-
ing businesses,” Snr Sergeant
O’Brien said.

“These bells weighed 100 kilo-
grams each, so the thieves would
have needed a ute or trailer to take
them away.

“If you noticed anything at all,
please contact CrimeStoppers.”

The police estimate at least two
or three people were involved in the
operation, which they say was pre-
planned.

It’s believed the thieves used an
angle grinder to cut through the
poles and then pushed the bells
into a wheelbarrow or some kind
of carrier before moving them to a
waiting vehicle, which could have
been parked in the Transit Centre,
or Thompson Avenue.

Police also hope the community
can help narrow down the time of
the theft and are asking if anyone
remembers seeing the bells in the
square on the Saturday or Sunday.

They believe the theft was well
planned and bronze bells will be
sold as scrap metal.

Bronze is worth around $12 per
kilo, which means the four bells
could fetch up to $4800.

Spate of thefts

Snr Sergeant O’Brien said there
were also two thefts over the week-
end at the Cowes Industrial Estate.

While there is nothing linking the
three incidents, police say there are
similarities.

The two thefts in the Industrial
Estate were at neighbouring prop-

The heavy bronze bells, created by Dr Anton Hassell, each featured a
“topper” representing part of the island’s history.

erties.

At one, like at the town square, an
angle grinder was used, cutting the
locks on shipping containers.

At the adjoining site, bolt cutters
were used to cut through the fence,
and on the locks of a warehouse,
shipping containers and a metal
cool room.

Tools and toolboxes were stolen.

The industrial estate break ins
happened sometime between 4pm
on Saturday and Monday morning.

Police are again appealing to the
community for information,

“These incidents could be related,
so information on any of them could
help with them all,” Snr Sergeant
O’Brien said.

“If you noticed anything unusual

around either of these locations,
please let us know.”

In another twist, the bell at the
Kilcunda Community Hall was also
stolen last week (see separate story).

As a result, police issued a state-
wide alert about the unusual thefts,
with the Criminal Investigation
Unit looking into the bell robberies.

“There is a trend happening, and
police are taking these thefts seri-
ously,” Snr Sergeant O’Brien said.

Bell history

The heavy bronze bells, created by
renowned sculpture Dr Anton Has-
sell have been in the centre of Cowes
since 2012 and feature artwork that
represents the sea, as well as the
waves of people who come and go

from Phillip Island.

The bells cost $55,000 to create
and install.

Community reaction to the theft
has been swift, with dozens of com-
ments left on the Advertiser’s Face-
book page.

“Cowes used to be such a safe and
neighbourly place ... people nowa-
days have no respect,” said Gaby
Bailey.

“So devastating, hope they get
them back,” Yvonne Christie post-
ed.

“It’s really disheartening to know
that nothing is safe,” lamented Sue
Baldizoni

Back in 2012, a Bass Coast Shire
Council report said the four “famil-
iar and experimental bell shapes
will allow visitors to experiment
with and explore interesting sound
relationships between and amongst
the bells, singularly and in groups.”

One bell was in a traditional ship
bell style, while another was an
Australian Bell’s US patented, mu-
sically tuned, harmonic bell.

“The shimmering, swelling and
shapeliness of the Cowes’ Bells, as
if a wave is passing through their
physical forms, will complement
the newly landscaped Square that
also features a theme of tidal and
wave form transition in its design,”
the report stated.

Each featured a clapper hanging
inside, so the bells could be rung by
passers-by.

The bells were popular with local
and visiting children, while groups
like the local Rural Australians for
Refugees group would ring the bells
each week, signifying their support
for refugees.

If you have any information that
could help with the investigation
into the theft of the bells, please
contact CrimeStoppers on 1800 333
000 or submit a report online at
www.crimestoppersvic.com.au

Bell
thieves
strike
again

The Harmony Bells in the
Cowes Town Square were not
the only bells targeted this
week.

The Kilcunda Community
bell which is normally outside
the local hall has also been
stolen.

The group posted on its Face-
book page last week.

“We are heartbroken as
some disgusting humans have
stolen our beautiful bell donat-
ed to us all by Alan and Betty
Hart.

“Words are not enough to say
how angry and sad we all are.
The theft has been reported to
the police but please circulate
this far and wide to help us
find it if possible.

“If anyone can remember
when they last saw the bell
please message as we are try-
ing to determine when exactly
it was stolen.”

Anyone with information
about the bell should contact
CrimeStoppers on 1800 333
000 or www.crimestoppersvic.
com.au.

Or you can message the Kil-
cunda Community group via
Facebook (@kilcundacommus-
nity)

SAVE GRANTVILLE’S FORESTS

SIGN THE PETITIONS TO GOVERNMENT
TO STOP SAND MINE EXPANSIONS IN OUR
LAST REMAINING COASTAL WOODLANDS!

PETITION

To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria

The Petition of Residents, Business People, and Friends of Bass Coast,
Western Port and Cardinia Regions draws to the attention of the House
the destruction of remnant coastal forest in the Lang Lang to Grantville

corridor by the activities of sand mines operating within this forest
under historical work authorities. This is the last significant stand of
mature forest in the Western Port and Bass Coast region, which supports
threatened species and contributes to the character of the community.
The petitioners request that the Legislative Assembly of Victoria place an
immediate moratorium on sand mining work authorities within this fragile
forest corridor to ensure no further expansion of mines operating within
and to ensure all existing remnant forest is protected from removal.

To sign the e-Petition to the Parliament:
Type: “Vic Parliament e-petition” into Google
or use the QR code at right
Then click on petition number: 343

- AND/OR -

Contact ‘SAVE WESTERN PORT WOODLANDS’ ™
via the WEBSITE or FACEBOOK
and request a petition to sign
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WE CAN STOP THE PLUNDER OF OUR FORESTS AND
WILDLIFE FOR CARPARKS AND BRIDGES FOR MELBOURNE

WE CAN STOP THE HUGE INCREASES IN
HEAVY TRUCK MOVEMENTS

CAN YOU HELP?

SAVE WESTERN PORT WOODLANDS

www.savewesternportwoodlands.org

We recognise the Bunurong people as rightful owners
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Division over Anderson boat ramp plans

Anglers and boaties were divided on their
support for plans to upgrade the Anderson
Road boat ramp, unveiled at a community
meeting last Wednesday.

A decade after being given a $500,000 face-
lift — at the time criticised by fishermen who
said it would fail to improve the facility — the
Anderson boat ramp is set to undergo another
upgrade, which has no detailed budget as yet.

About 30 water users attended the unveil-
ing of the plans at the Cowes yacht club, who
all agreed the current ramp needs urgent im-
provement.

Daily sand build-up makes launching and
retrieving vessels difficult and costs more
than $65,000 (2016 figure) annually for a
grader to regularly clear the area of sand.

Water users also agree the neighbouring
small jetty, built in 2011, is a white elephant
and unusable at low tide.

Better Boating Victoria earlier this year
commissioned AW Maritime Pty Ltd to cre-
ate the upgrade plans to improve safety, al-
low more boats to be berthed and to increase
capacity.

The plans recommend:

e increasing the ramp’s height to minimise
sand build up on the ramp surface and add
a patterned surface finish. There will be no
edge kerbs, with the width of the ramp re-
duced. An additional third lane could be built
in the future;

e installing timber groynes on either side, to
the west and east;

e Extending the existing jetty;

e Dredging a basin at the end of the ramp
to 0.5-metre;

e the turning circle at the top of the ramp
be realigned, making “manoeuvring cars and
trailers easier and safer”, as well as improved
approach and reversing lanes.

Response

Ian Samuel, a boat user and past commo-
dore and life member of the Cowes Yacht
Club, was a key critic of the 2011 Anderson
boat ramp upgrade.

He welcomed the current upgrade, saying if
the correct engineering studies were under-
taken it would see “boats able to be launched
in the majority of conditions”, adding the
three-metre tide in the area meant low tide
would always be difficult.

“What this plan does is overcome the sand
build up that stops launching and retrieving in
most tides,” Ian said.

“So by extending the ramp out and increasing
its height it should provide improved access.”

Ian however had some reservations.

He urged Better Boating Victoria not to
build the easterly groyne.

“The predominant sand movement here is
west to east so if you put just one groyne at
the west and not the east that will hold back
the sand and protect the ramp.”

Ian also said the best option would be to re-
move the current jetty and replace it with a
floating one.

“Floating pontoons are the only way but be-
cause of the heavy seas it would be subject to
damage.

“The jetty is inadequate and extending it
will help.”

He added he was uncertain about the im-
pacts of dredging and its impacts should be
examined thoroughly by a hydrologist.

“The whole plan is certainly in the right di-
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Better Boating Victoria earlier this year commissioned AW Maritime Pty Ltd to create the upgrade plans to improve safety, allow more boats
to be berthed and to increase capacity. The plans include: increasing the ramp’s height, with the width of the ramp reduced; installing timber
groynes to the west and east; extend the existing jetty; and dredge a basin at the end of the ramp.

rection but needs more investigations. It also
requires significant input from the fishing
public.”

Lionel Bradley, who has been fishing off
Anderson ramp for 60 years, said he opposed
most of the design upgrades.

“At the moment four cars can launch off the
ramp but this design is making two lanes so
the ramp will be useless,” Lionel said.

“Why cut it in half? A lot of people drive
down and turn their cars around instead of
backing down 50 metres, but under this plan
you won’t be able to do a U-turn.”

He said the smaller ramp would also add to
congestion.

“Under this plan waiting times will be far
worse. It will double.”

Lionel said while he agreed the current jetty

Locally owned and operated by

Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074

Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi
176 - 178 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

Cowes office (by appointment)

15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171
Email: info@handafunerals.com.au
www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au
A.F.D.A.
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was unusable, the proposed extension was
not enough and it needed to be extended at
least another 20 metres.

“We told them last time in 2011 what needed
to be done but no one takes any notice of the
people who use it.

“Overall I'd give this new design five out of
10 at the best.”

Angler Warwick Cumberland said the
groynes were too close to the ramp and he
was also not in support of the current four-
lane ramp halving to two lanes.

“There’s already congestion at the moment so
this will make it much worse,” Warwick said.

Beach users

One lady at the meetingw, who asked not to
be named, said the needs of beach users and
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the wider community were not catered for in
the plan, which made it more difficult for fami-
lies to walk across the beach.

Angler Joe said there needed to be better safe-
ty warnings for beach users.

“There used to be signs saying ‘no swimming’
but they were knocked off and council hasn’t
put them back up,” Joe said.

“So a mum and her three kids will be swim-
ming off the ramp while we’re trying to ma-
noeuvre boats. It’s dangerous.

“In the past we could point to the signs but now
with them gone we just get the finger when we ask
them to move on. It needs to be a no-swim zone.”

The current facility includes a single-lane
ramp, jetty, about 30 car and trailer parking
spaces and is managed by Bass Coast Shire
Council.

Cr Ronnie Bauver
for the Island Ward,
Bass Coast Shire

PO Box 996 Cowes 3922
Tel: 0439 535 282

email: Ron.Bauver@basscoast.vic.gov.au
Authorised by Ronnie Bauer, PO Box 996, Cowes 3922

Cr Ronnie Bauer

“This upgrade is overdue. The little
jetty currently there is totally unusable
and the ramp in its current configura-
tion is not suitable, especially in lower
tides. The billion dollar question is
whether the work they’re proposing will
stop the daily sand build up.”

lan Terry, Cowes

“| appreciate what they have done
to stop sand build up but they need a
breakwall. The groyne as they’re pro-
posing it won’t be high enough. You
need a 10-foot bluestone wall to stop
sand coming across so you can get
boats in at any time.”

lan Samuel, Cowes

“The whole plan is certainly in the
right direction but needs more investi-
gations. It also requires significant in-
put from the fishing public.”

Roger Hansen

“I’'m seething. This will be a total
waste of money and won’t improve it
in any way shape or form. Dredging a
hole is not going to stop the current
problems. It needs to have an all-
weather boat ramp protected from the
prevailing north-westerly wind, two
breakwalls either side and a floating

Bernie Andrews

“They need to put an angle at the top
of the westerly groyne to reduce the
amount of sand on the ramp. The plan
is going to make it better. It couldn’t get

Lionel Bradley

““We told them last time in 2011 what
needed to be done but no one takes any
notice of the people who use it. Overall
I’d give this new design five out of 10 at

Anderson Road boat
facility: history

Last week’s unveiling of redesigned Anderson boat
ramp and jetty plans follows more than a decade of

problems at the area:

Anderson Road jetty
construction, 2015
Cost: $577,000

A new 60-metre jetty opened in
2015 because the previous jetty
wasn'’t suitable for all boat users.

But boaties have ever since been
unhappy with the half a million-
dollar jetty, reporting a variety of
problems with the design: difficult
to launch at low tide, sand collects
on the jetty and the pontoon is in-
adequate in certain tides. On high
tide users are forced to beach the
boat in order to use the pontoon.

Upgrade of the Anderson
Road boat ramp, 2011
Cost: $548,385

The design for the new ramp
was strongly opposed by local us-
ers, during the consultative phase
for the project back in 2011.

The old ramp used to go straight
down and level out in the water
and was not problematic.

However, in 2011, the level to
which concrete slabs were dug
down, below the water line, was
deeper than the natural shift of
the sand.

The result: sand is deposited at
high tide all over the ramp surface.

The ramp has a long-term prob-
lem of sand build-up, and it costs
$65,000 (2016 figure) a year for a
grader to regularly clear the area
of sand.

The sand is removed, then the
next tide dumps it right back
again.

What disappoints and frustrates
long time users is that their input,
which if acted upon would have
prevented the problems, aired at
stakeholder meetings prior to the
ramp being built, was rejected by
council.

“Council was told by everyone
present at those meetings that the
new ramp should be raised, not
dug in,” said Lionel Bradley back
in 2018.

“They refused to listen to us or
acknowledge the experience and
local knowledge of this beach we
all brought to the table. They dug
it in, on the basis that beach users
might trip over it if it was raised.

“The result, as we unanimously
warned them it would be, is that
the ramp is often unusable, and
requires costly sand shifting daily,
which was never the case before.

“This all could have been avoid-
ed if council had listened to us in
the first place,” he said.

the best.” pontoon jetty.”

any worse than it currently is.”

CLOSED FOR
WINTER BREAK
Re-opening
early September

11 Beach Road, Rhyll Ph: 5956 9230 Twovks for your suppOrt

LK3518

BILLS BOOK SHED
1 Watchorn Road, COWES (off Settlement Road)

0437 949 029

JOO0585AE

Council Update il o

Wonthaggi Public Art: Join the Working Group

Council is establishing a Working Group to steer the delivery of a Public Art Commission, to be
located in Wonthaggi. The Working Group will consist of local residents and stakeholders who
can guide the process and ensure the local community is represented and expressed throughout
the project. This is an opportunity to be involved in the process of contributing to the identity
and character of your town. The first meeting will be held in the foyer of the Wonthaggi Union
Community Arts Centre on Monday, 9 August from 5.30pm until 6.30pm. To participate, contact
Team Leader Arts and Culture, David Burrows on david.burrows®@basscoast.vic.gov.au or on the
numbers below to register. It is anticipated that the Working Group will meet at least five times
over the commission period:

1. Establish the theme and site for the artist brief (August 2021)

2. Review and approve the artist brief (August 2021)

3. Select the shortlist of artists from the field of entries (November 2021)

4. Select the preferred project from the shortlisted artists (January 2022)

5. Celebrate the delivery of the project (June 2022)

Bass Coast Shire Council, 76 McBride Avenue, Wonthaggi | DX 34903 Wonthaggi | PO Box 118, Wonthaggi
VIC 3995 | 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or (03) 5671 2211 or via the National Relay Service (for people with speech
or hearing difficulties) on 13 36 77 | basscoast@basscoast.vic.gov.au | www.basscoast.vic.gov.au

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

PROPERTIES URGENTLY REQUIRED

For Sale $309,000

29 Bass Avenue, Cowes

Apartment 29

This excellent location is only part of
the ideal package, with two bedrooms
and views over the pool. This complex
has been operating for over 20 yrs.
With access outside of the peak period
and strong income stream is assured
over summer and winter. Figures can be
provided on request.

For sale $890,000

3 Rosella Grove, Cowes

This home is perfect for a large family
wanting plenty of room to move. Complete
with 4 bedrooms, ensuite & WIR to Main.
The open plan living makes life a breeze and
is ideal entertaining with the large alfresco
area off the kitchen complete with built
in BBQ. With an endless lists of features
such as 6 star energy rating, double glazed
windows, raised ceilings, ducted heating,
outdoor shower, double garage and low
maintenance yard with landscaped gardens.

ROOM TO MOVE

For sale $489,000
1/54 Backbeach Road, Sunset Strip

The perfect low maintence investment
awaits, with easy access to Smiths Beach
also the walking/ bike path that starts
in Cowes and can go all the way to
Wonthaggi. The current tenant pays $680
per fortnight, with a very few properties
available for rental this property in ideal
for the firm time investor.

LOW MAINTENANCE/ PERFECT INVESTMENT

OPEN 7 DAYS
5952 3922

www.phillipislandfn.com.au

60 Thompson Ave, Cowes
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Smoke Stack Rhino are bringing their blues rock to the Westernport Hotel on Friday, August 6.

Smokin blues at the Westernport

Blues rock band Smoke Stack Rhino reckon
they’re going on ‘Highland to Island’ tour, vis-
iting Victoria’s High Country and surf zones

The Yarra Valley-based blues rock trio are
playing a special run of five shows including
an August 6 appearance at the Westernport
Hotel in San Remo.

The band’s vibe is old-school. Think blues-
rock and add a dash of psychedelic. It’s
groovy, it’s of the earth, it’s authentic.

With a band-name that’s one heavy ani-
mal away from the legendary vamp ‘Smoke-
stack Lightning’, this trio might have formed

around their love of the blues but are actively
pushing into new territory.

They’ve been at it for a while. Singer-gui-
tarist Ash and drummer Jem started play-
ing in high school, while bass player Shane
helped form the band in 2013. Like a rhino,
they mostly avoid built-up areas, and gener-
ally ‘stick to the sticks’. Further explanation?
Anywhere near trees, water or beer.

In the spirit of a good old Bunnings BBQ,
they’re proudly D-I-Y, releasing music under
their own label Jamalama and designing every-
thing from art to Pink Floyd-esque light shows.

Live, it’s good vibes and feel-good fun.
They’ve played over 20 festivals, toured Aus-
tralia over 10 times and been praised on com-
munity radio and triple J’s Roots N All.

In an era of mass-produced music and fake
news, Smoke Stack Rhino is something real.

Watch them bring the mojo back on Friday,
August 6 - Westernport Hotel, San Remo.

For further information head to
www.facebook.com/smokestackrhino
or
www.instagram.com/smokestackrhino.
www.thewesternport.com.au

Business mentoring
workshops

Sole traders and small business owners
have a unique opportunity to attend a men-
toring workshop this month.

Supporting small businesses (one-two
business partners), the Phillip Island Busi-
ness Network, with subsidised funding
from the state government, is offering a
Business Development Mentoring wor-
shop.

If you're a service provider, tradie or an-
other small business owner, getting the
right support in these challenging times is
crucial.

Mentor Andy Rookes from Melbourne has
more than 27 years of experience growing
small and more significant-sized business-
es.

This workshop is open to just two groups,
each limited to 10 participants for maxi-
mum mentoring advantage.

Andy has developed the sessions specifi-
cally for businesses of Phillip Island.

Learn why strategy and measurement is
so important and how to do this.

Customer sales and marketing, supplier
and negotiation and seasonal trade are just
some of the key points covered in the work-
shop.

This workshop usually costs $800 per
person, but is being offered at a special dis-
count price.

PIBN Members will pay just $100 per
person for 2 x 3-hour sessions, while PIBN
Members can attend for $200 per person.

The workshop will be held at the Phillip
Island Penguin Parade Visitors Centre.

First Session: Wednesday, July 28.

Second Session: Monday, August 30.

To find out more or to book, visit www.
pibn.com.au under News & Events.

Community think-
tank kicks off

Bass Coast Shire’s new community panel
have met for the first time, with 13 members
from the Island Ward, 14 from the Western Port
Ward and 16 from Bunurong.

A shire spokesperson said the 43 members
were chosen to be “demographically represen-
tative of Bass Coast”, made up of people of dif-
ferent ages, abilities, as well as workers, busi-
ness owners, residents and young adults.

The members, who all nominated themselves
after the shire put out a call, will take part in
five workshops through to September and will
write recommendations for the shire on their
vision to 2041, as well as the long-term finan-
cial plan.

“The recommendations in their report will
influence council outcomes or decisions,” the
spokesperson said.

“They will take a deeper dive into the issues
relating to the future of Bass Coast, what’s pos-
sible, rather than what’s probable.”

Members will be paid $200 for attending all
workshops.
Details:
ourfuture

https://www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/

Plan drafted for Smiths Beach

By Phil Dressing, Smiths Beachcomber Association

The Smiths Beachcomber Association (SBA)
has been around for something like 42 years,
one of the oldest Bass Coast Community
Groups. We have a proud history of working
collaboratively with Councils, Nature Parks
and other like-minded community groups.

SBA have been heavily involved in this proj-
ect from day one. In fact, I'd suggest it was
SBA’s initiatives towards this goal in July 2018
when we wrote to the Shire CEO at the time,
suggesting the Shire consider developing a
Smiths Beach Master Plan and following pre-
sentation of our “More Feet ... Less Footprints”
to Councillors back in March, 2019.

And there has been two Council elections
since that time.

Council budgeted $150,000 for the develop-
ment of the Master Plan. It seems we are all well
ahead of the game, at least at this point.

I believe this was one of the most positive
community led projects in my memory.

Council hosted two briefings on the plan last
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Friday, July 16.

More Feet ... Less Footprints. Not sure wheth-
er this concept has been embraced within the
report but there’s enough impetus to re-visit
and reimagine.

I must confess to being somewhat sceptical
about the capability/capacity of Bass Coast
Shire developing a generational opportunistic
Master Plan for Smiths Beach.

Additionally, the draft “Town Plan” briefing
provided by Bass Coast Shire last Friday after-
noon did nothing to allay my prejudices.

In fact, I communicated my primary bitter
disappointment to SBA executives albeit with
a caveat that I'd not read both reports immedi-
ately after that briefing.

Reports weren't available for public viewing
until Friday afternoon at 5pm.

The draft Smiths Beach Town Plan is before
Wednesday’s Council meeting for adoption.

I was quite critical of Bass Coast Shire of-
ficers for not connecting with the majority of
Smiths Beach ratepayers in the initial stages
of the project seeking a focus on the broader

issues.

Well, even humble pie can taste really good
sometimes.

Istarted reading the Smiths Beach Town Plan
Draft Background Report (Volume 1) first thing
on Covid Saturday.

Nine hours later and still not finished (I'm up
to the Appendices) I became totally enthralled
in the report contents. The more I read and
noted the more excited I became. Nearly three
years of lobbying and a few sleepless nights
came to fruition.

SBA members will be able to discuss the Re-
port content at the AGM scheduled for Sunday,
August 8.

In my opinion Bass Coast Shire councillors
should grasp these generational opportunistic
reports with both hands.

Congratulations to the Shire and in particu-
lar, Austin Cram, for his management of the
program and their consultants, Kinetica for
their excellent work in researching, community
engagement and publishing most professional
and thought-provoking reports.

Wonthaggi

Arts Centre
24 July - July 31
LIVE EVENTS

Saturday, 24 July - 8:00pm

Two of Australia’s most applauded
performers, Damien Leith & Darren
Coggan, come together to
celebrate the songbook of the most
inspiring songwriters of all time,
John Lennon & Paul McCartney.

MARY MACKILLOP

CATHOLIC REGIONAL EGLLEGE?
PROUDLY PRESENTS st

WEDMESDAY 18™ JULY 2021 - T:30 PM
THURSDAY 29™ JULY 2021 - 7:30 PM
FRIDAY 30™ JULY 2021 - 7:30 PM

13 (Musical) 28 -30 July

Saturday, 31)uly - 7:30

“Light sweet and tasty as befits a
cooking Queen.”

“There’s a song about a pressure
cooker here that has the potential
to be a chart-topping hit. Seriously.”
The Australian

wonthaggiartscentre.com
* You can purchase tickets at our Box
office or online
* Please view our COVID Safe guidelines

on our website
Wonthaggi Union Community Arts Centre

96 Graham St, Wonthaggi 3995
phone: 03 56712470




Lisa McLure managed to get her sec-
ond Pfizer shot before news of the Covid-
positive case on Phillip Island. Here, she
again returns to her lockdown column,
explaining how a friend dealt with queu-
ing at a long testing site, and how kids
Evie and Angus and husband Tim beat
the boredom by dressing up their un-
happy cat Eric, who now has an internet
following.

“Going into lockdown this time feels almost
like waiving the white flag: let’s just get it done
and hope everyone is ok and I don’t end up lock-
ing the kids in the cupboard under the stairs.

We actually don’t have a cupboard under the
stairs but now with lockdown Tim has time to
build one.

With our spare time we decided to dress Eric,
our ragdoll cat, in a pink penguin jumper.

That gave us the idea to make a number of
different outfits for him, including Nurse Eric.

I videoed him in his nurse outfit taking care
of a DIY Smiths Beach testing queue of Evie’s Q

Eric, the McLure’s cat, gained social media

fame on the weekend with his nurse outfit,

heading a pop up “Covid testing Smiths Eric here wears a pink jumper normally used “Press Conference Eric”, dressed up like the
Beach”, with Evie’s dolls as patients. to dress a stuffed penguin. Premier.

dolls. I put it on Facebook and quite a few hun-
dred people watched it.
Next we'’re going to do Press Conference Eric

and dress him up like the Premier. O B H R | E t t

A friend of mine said she’s going to make him r I e n e G S G e
more costumes, so watch this space.

Eric glares at us for 10 minutes until we take
the outfit off him.

He just flops and submits. He deserves it for
waking me up at 4am every morning by bonk-
ing me on the nose.

I just want to make people laugh, anything to
ease people being a bit frightened and anxious,
even for a moment. So Eric doesn’t realise the
joy he’s bringing to the world.

I've noticed a bit of tourist bashing on com-
munity Facebook sites, but the people who
bought Covid to the island were on their holi-
days having a nice time.

Obviously, they were doing the right thing
and used the QR code everywhere and sup-

ported local business — pretty much every local
business by the looks of it.
It was bound to happen and now it has.

Although everyone is in a bit of disbelief. \ /
A weird sense of shock has come over the island.
All the businesses have been doing the right O B r I e n

thing and trying to look after everyone for so long.
My heart broke when I saw San Remo Fisher-

man’s Co-op manager Paul Mannix on the TV

news.
He was so devastated. \ /
He’s worked so hard to do everything right —

and even copped abuse for doing the right thing ’

by some customers — and now he’s a Tierl1 site.

My friend owns G’Day Tiger café in Cowes,
which was one of the Tier2 sites, so his family . ] H I ' l I I’ l’ | p I’ l’ l t
and his staff are being tested and in isolation. O e rove e n S

Another friend was at the Jolly Lolly Trolley [ J
at the exposure time.

So on Saturday she got in the car to get tested
with her three Kkids, waiting a few hours with
snacks and iPads to keep them entertained.

At the request of Bass Coast CEO Jan Child
— who spoke to every carload in the line - they
went across to Wonthaggi to take the pressure
off Cowes staff.

One of the nurses came out and asked the line
of cars if they minded waiting an extra 15 min-
utes so the nurse staff could have a break. They
have been thrown into a massive workload.

I think a lot of people got tested out of fear
they may have it.

I got my second Pfizer vaccination last Tues-
day, so just before the lockdown.

It was easy: I booked both of them online and
just drove up and got the jab.

After each of them I got a headache for a cou-
ple of hours, so I drank heaps of hydrolyte and
curled up on the couch.

But that was it, no other effects.

As for home schooling again, Cowes Prima-
ry is so prepared for snap lockdowns the kids
came home with the dreaded paper bag full of
their work.

The first home schooling last year was a huge
deal.

Now we know what we’ve got to do.

That’s not to say the kids completely comply.
There will still be a need to reinvent the wheel
every day to get them on board.

My personal training studio was already Sales Rentals
closed and we of course had to close (Elements) E
hairdressing studio. . Scan the relevant QR code

We can’t rebook everyone at this early stage
because we don’t know when that’s going to be,
how long we’re in lockdown.

Now all I have to do is ensure I stay off lock-
down online shopping. I keep getting parcels
that turn up and I forget what I bought. *Terms and conditions apply. Visit obre.com.au/win for details.

Lockdown this time is what it is.

Let’s just get it done.”

From 15th July to 15th October 2021, OBrien Real Estate
is giving away $10,000 to spend at Harvey Norman on home
improvements. The lucky winner can choose from a wide range
of the latest in kitchen appliances or heating and cooling.

to book your appraisal.
=
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor (350 word limit). Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au

Bell heartbreak

The removal of the four Harmony Bells from
the Town Square is an act of wanton, heart-
breaking vandalism.

Installed in 2012 they were part of Stage 1
of the redevelopment of the site in Thompson
Avenue- Stage 2, being the building of a new
Cultural Centre.

The Bells make a beautiful harmonious
sound, individually and together and are quite
unique. They have given [initially they did have
their critics], a real sense of place to the square.

Passers by young and older, enjoy giving
“them aring” as they walk by. If in the museum
or library their ring is a joyous sound.

Every Friday morning for the last 18 months,
members of the Phillip Island Rural Austra-
lians for Refugees [RAR] ring the Bells in sup-
port of the refugees and asylum seekers who
wish to make Australia their home.

Bureau of
Statistics

RAR performed the Ringing of the Bells dur-
ing the Bass Coast Reconciliation Network
event in Cowes in 2018.

Many people gathered in the Town Square
to express sorrow and disbelief when the mag-
nificent 150 years old gum was removed for the
construction of a transit centre. The bells were
rung for the tree.

The bells were silenced and draped in white
when members of the community came to
grieve and to give comfort when a young, much
loved mother was tragically taken.

We danced and sang around the bells during
the Whale Festival.

In the nine years since their installation, they
have succeeded in creating a town square that
is a welcoming place for people and families.

Their moment of glory was yet to come with
the ringing of the bells at the opening of the
new Cultural Centre.

Census

The Census Is
coming this August.

But this moment has been cruelly denied.

I am reminded of the famous quotation: For
Whom the Bells toll: it tolls for thee.

Anne Davie, Ventnor

Access to Grantville Nature Reserve

On July 1, along with four other walkers, I
visited the Grantville Nature Conservation Re-
serve adjacent to a sand extraction site.

In December 2019, 18 years after the current
mining company commenced operations, the
reserve’s decades-old entrance at the north-
west corner of the reserve was blocked by a
‘buffer zone’ fence. We entered via the gap be-
tween the fence and the Bass Highway to ac-
cess “any of the existing reserve tracks”.

On our return, the Quarry Manager and a po-
lice van were waiting outside the buffer fence.
The manager said we were on “his” land held
under a Work Authority.

Every stat tells a

Your Census answers don't just make statistics. Local birth rates

storv.

help plan local playgroups that connect families. The number

of people in remote areas tells doctors where life-saving help is
needed most. When you complete your Census, you're helping

build a better future for all of us.

Look out for instructions on what to do.

Scan or visit
census.abs.gov.au

Authorised by the Australian Bureau of Statistics, Canberra.
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Itold him the local ranger said walkers could
use any tracks in the reserve.

He said ERR was the body in charge of the
area, not the Parks Vic ranger.

The police in the van took no action.

On re-reading the email giving access per-
mission, I found a rider: ... if you require in-
formation around any of the extraction sites ...
you’'ll need to contact Earth Resources Victoria.

When asked for clarification, the Earth Re-
sources Regulator advised: The Work Author-
ity area is greater than the extraction area
and the area in between the two is commonly
termed the buffer zone. Access into the Work
Authority area is typically controlled by the
Work Authority holder. Access into the work
authority area should only be with prior ap-
proval of the Work Authority holder.

Again a rider: Note access under the lease
agreement with DELWP may have other condi-
tions or controls that I am not aware of. These
may or may not cover access and trails in the
area.

Crown Land is owned by the people. With the
COVID-19 Pandemic, more than ever walkers
need to enjoy the Grantville NCR with its grass
trees, other plants and wildflowers and expe-
rience the uplift of spirit when close to nature.
If visitors, by the stroke of a bureaucratic pen,
have been cut off from land they have tradi-
tionally walked, something needs to be done to
right this wrong.

With good will, a dilemma the authorities
through negotiation and conciliation should be
able to resolve.

Meryl Tobin, Grantville

Bin response doesn’t add up

Your July 14 article “Island Bin Anger” un-
derlines my previous statements on the issue
(Letter to the Editor, January 20). The summer
collection of red bins issue won’t be fixed be-
cause it is not a question of organisation, ten-
dering or cost but rather of certain councillors
and council staff who are managing their own
personal green crusade in direct opposition to
the clearly stated demands of their electors and
rate-payers.

I respect and commend the significant
achievement of the three-bin system —but by Cr
Tessari’s own admission the population more
than doubles over summer. In defiance of sim-
ple mathematics it is Green-OK to double the
pickup of recycling, but Green-Bad to double
the collection of landfill.

Next time the elections come around don’t ac-
cept anything from your candidates that isn’t
a clear Yes or No on this issue. We are tired of
the rubbish and the weasel words, and sick of
being “educated” by people who can’t perform
basic maths.

Joe Konynenburg, Cowes

Covid economic
tally climbs

Korea Garden closes!

The tally of Covid economic victims has
again climbed with the loss of Korea Gar-
den in Cowes.

The restaurant closed in early July after
opening three years ago.

Amaroo Holiday Park owner Lisa said they
leased the building to Korea Garden’s owners
and gave six months free rent last year.

“They had a lot of support from local
customers,” Lisa said, confirming the pan-
demic’s economic downturn impacted the
restaurant.

“If a business is young and has borrowed
money to start a business then they will
have found Covid difficult.

“If you're an established business with
little risk, own your own property and
there is government assistance, then they
will not have as many problems.”

Sherwoods Restaurant in Thompson Ave
also closed in early July but will be reopening
as a new venture, “with no firm date as yet”.

“Thank you, to our regular customers for
your support.”

Last month the Advertiser reported
11:eleven café owner Raj Ruthi and partner
Kirsten closed the doors of their Thompson
Avenue business “after a long and chal-
lenging 15 months”, describing it as a “sad
and uncomfortable time for us™.

“After last year’s events we are in no posi-
tion to continue any longer,” said Raj.

That closure followed the end of Citrus
and Vine restaurant in March and last year’s
news that Fork n Waffle’s owners would step
away, replaced by new management.



o HEATING

A Daikin split system can help save up to 41 per cent on your heating running costs, compared to gas heating.

The answer to rising gas heating bills is Daikin

Coastal Refrigeration and Aircon-
ditioning is a locally owned and oper-
ated business with over 30 years’ ex-
perience in the trade and more than
20 years in the Bass Coast area.

Proprietors Rick and Deb North
offer expert service and advice to
all their customers. Supplying and
installing Daikin air conditioning as
a fully authorised dealer with exten-
sive experience, Rick and the team
are fully qualified technicians with
full Australian Refrigeration Council
(ARC) licencing.

Gas prices are growing year on
year and experts are predicting they
will continue to climb for more years
to come.

This is bad news when your gas
heating amounts to approximately 69
per cent of your gas bill.

Major changes in the gas market
have increased the running cost of gas
heating appliances for Australians.

Now for the good news ...

Households can make considerable
savings of up to 41 per cent* on their
heating running costs by switching to
a Daikin split system.

Daikin’s Research and Develop-
ment team compared average run-
ning costs of a gas heating system
versus a Daikin split system. This
comparison was based on delivering
identical heating running times from
both options and then calculating the
running cost

What’s more... you'll enjoy all these
other benefits with Daikin.

e Better air quality, with a Sensitive
Choice approved product by the Na-
tional Asthma Council Australia.

e Intelligent eye — a human presence
sensor can either direct airflow towards
you or away from you for draft-free
comfort, or if the room is unoccupied
for 20 minutes, the unit automatically
goes into energy saving mode.

e Comfort mode guarantees draught-
free operation by positioning the lou-
vre downwards to drive warm air to
the bottom of the room.

e Powerful mode - an intelligent in-
frared human presence sensor that
automatically enables energy saving
operations when the room is unoccu-
pied for 20 minutes.

e Smart phone control (optional) al-
lows you to monitor and control your
system from virtually anywhere.
And with plenty of cold weather still
ahead, you can have peace of mind
knowing Daikin’s reverse cycle tech-
nology is more energy efficient than
conventional heaters.

Talk to Rick, Deb and the team at
Coastal Air Conditioning. They can
be relied on to give expert advice on
the best product to suit all your heat-
ing and cooling needs.

* Daikin Research

/ Sponsored article /

Winter’s here ... so check your heating

As Victorians reach for
their heaters to ward off
the cold, firefighters are
urging people to be aware
of the fire risks inside
their homes.

CFA Chief Officer Ja-
son Heffernan said win-
ter was the highest-risk
periods for residential
fires in Victoria due in
part to the increased use
of home heating,.

Home heating includes
open fires, wood heaters,
fixed electrical and gas-
powered appliances and
portable electrical heat-
ers or those that use gas
or kerosene.

“Many residential fires
that result in fatalities or
serious injuries start in
lounge and sleeping ar-
eas,” he said.

“Many of these fires are caused
by heating systems, appliances and
equipment.

“Remember to never leave portable
heaters and fireplaces unattended
and turn off heaters before leaving
the room.

“Ensure fireplace embers are extin-
guished before leaving your house or
going to bed.”

The CFA said it is vital for all Victo-
rians to check their heaters to ensure
they are in good working condition.

Ideally, gas heaters should be pro-
fessionally serviced every two years.

On average, there are around 3000
house fires in Victoria each year and
most could be prevented by taking
simple precautions.

“Last year, CFA found that the

Never leave portable
heaters and fire-
places unattended
and turn off heaters
before leaving the
room, advise the
CFA, with winter the
highest-risk period
for residential fires.

lounge and bedroom ar-
eas were the most com-
mon room of fire ignition
for incidents resulting in
serious injury or death,”
CO Heffernan said.

“Most of these lounge
room fires are caused
by heating systems too
close to combustibles.”

He said poorly main-
tained gas heaters could
also cause deadly car-
bon monoxide poison-
ing.
“There should be no
greater reason to have
your gas heater inspect-
ed and serviced than
to ensure the safety of
loved ones,” CO Heffer-
nan said.

“We have seen tragic
consequences of this in
the past.

“Another dangerous mistake people
make is drying clothes near heaters
and fireplaces. Clothes should be kept
at least one metre from the heat source.

“Every household should consider
their fire safety practices and exam-
ine the potential risks around their
home.

“We know that in the event of a fire,
aworking smoke alarm can save lives.
Smoke alarms should be installed
in all sleeping and living areas and
preferably be interconnected so that
if a fire starts in one room that smoke
alarm will go off and also sound all
other interconnected smoke alarms.”

For more information on how to
prevent fires in your home, visit the
CFA website at www.cfa.vic.gov.au/
plan-prepare/fires-in-the-home.

Rick North

COASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

Refrigerant Trade Auth No: AU 22840 - Pl 48651

Service Agent for Daikin & All Major Brands
Commercial & Domestic Refrigeration & Air Conditioning

Licensed Split System Installer
Sales, Installation and Service of ALL Major Brands

AH’S COMMERCIAL BREAKDOWN EXPERT AFTER SALES SERVICE

Servicing Phillip Island & Surrounding Areas

Phone: 5678 5190
Factory 1, 60 Genista St, San Remo

LKOO813AA
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Islanders

rises to Covid

Challenge

From page 1

Ms Child ac-
knowledged the
long wait was
frustrating,.

“In the main,
people have
been fantastic,
although there
have been a

the hardwork-
ing health team,
including ther-
mos flasks filled
with hot choco-
late.

The team’s
hard work was
also acknowl-
edged by Vic-

Geelong Carlton
game at the MCG

SUNDAY
JULY 10

The group of friends “went to just
about everything you can do in
Phillip Island except the penguins”,
according to Victoria's Covid
Commander Jeroen Weimar.

A growing list of exposure sites.
Queues begin to form in the
afternoon for testing in Cowes.

Zero positive cases for Bass Coast.
A second testing site in Cowes
opens and a new drive through site
at the Bass Recreation Reserve.

FRIDAY
JULY 16

SATURDAY
JULY 17

MONDAY TUESDAY/WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
JULY 11 JULY 13/14 JULY 15

Group of friends attends Porter

SUNDAY
JULY 18

Fresh Poke Bowls in San Remo

TUESDAY
JULY 20

couple who have
been impatient
and disrespect-
ful”

By the end
of the day, a

Jan Child, CEO of Bass Coast Health
walked along the queue explaining

torian Covid
Commander Je-
roen Weimar at
the daily press
conference, who
gave a “big shout

A Trinity Grammar teacher, who
went to the MCG, visits Phillip
Island with friends, eating at North
Pier between 7.22pm to 10.47pm

further 11 sites
had been added
to the expo-
sure list: Liquorland Cowes, Salvos,
Cowes Shopping Centre (toilets),
U-Neek Sourvenir Stores, Subway,
Woolworths, Aldi, Xpress Gourmet
Pizza and Pasta, Youkis, One Stop
Discount Shop and Vinnies.

Covid test.

San Remo

In San Remo a new testing site at
the Rec Centre opened at 9am.

By 8.30am, the queue ran the length
of Wynne Road and soon stretched
along Marine Parade.

The decision was quickly made to
bolster team numbers there as well.

The two teams were increased to
five to help process the waiting cars.

Large queues also formed at the
Wonthaggi site, with over 100 cars
waiting in line by 8am.

By the end of the day, 975 tests had
been done between the three sites.

The Federal government declared
Bass Coast Shire a hot spot, from
11.59pm Saturday night.

It might sound ominous, but this is
good news, as it means greater sup-
port, including access to Common-
wealth Covid Disaster Payments.

On a health level, it means if neces-
sary, PPE will be provided from the
national stockpile, with additional as-
sistance for contact tracing, and vac-
cine supplies reprioritised.

Sunday, July 18

The now familiar queues in Cowes
appeared early on Sunday morning.

However, additional staff from
surrounding areas meant the queue
moved faster than Saturday.

By 2pm, Bass Coast Health said
the wait time was down to around
one and a half hours, with some cars
redirected to San Remo and to Won-
thaggi.

A new drive through clinic, run
by the Koo Wee Rup Health Service
opened at the Bass Recreation Re-
serve at 9am and ran to 4.30pm.

A walk-in test site opened at the
Anglican Church in Cowes to cater
for those people without a vehicle or
anyone with health or mobility issues
that made it difficult to access the
drive through service.

Bass Coast Health CEO Jan Child
said the day had run “very well” and
the team had been bolstered by extra
staff from other health services.

“It will all be open same times
again tomorrow.”

Talking to people arriving for test-
ing, Ms Child said there were a lot of
Tierl and Tier2 exposures not dis-
playing any symptoms.

“There were also a lot of people
coming in who had been at the ven-
ues, but not sure what time they were
there.”

She praised the community for
stepping up to the testing challenge
and being very patient, despite the
long delays.

“People have been fantastic, so
good natured. The support from ev-
eryone has been awesome.”

She said it was important people
keep coming forward for testing.

On Sunday afternoon, local MP,
Jordan Crugnale arrived at the Cow-
es site, with a carload of goodies for
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the delay to people waiting for a

out” to Bass
Coast  Health
and thanked the
“sterling efforts of that team”.

Sunday was a massive day, with
1388 tests conducted across the five
operating sites.

That evening two new sites were
listed: Churchill Island and Caltex
Woolworths in Cowes.

Monday, July 19

It was a quieter start to the week,
with greatly reduced waiting times at
all sites.

Although test numbers (332) were
comparable to Saturday’s figures
(374), CEO Jan Child said the longest
wait time was around one and a half
hours (in contrast to eight hours on
Saturday).

She said the mood around the site
had lifted.

“I think people are feeling buoyed
that there haven’t been any positive
cases yet.

“The angst has gone out of the line.”

A mobile rapid testing unit joined
the Cowes site on Tuesday, giving
staff the capacity to process swabs
from high-risk cases and receive re-
sults within two hours.

Ms Child described it as “another
string to the bow” of the increased
health response on the island.

The van will remain in Cowes all
week if required.

The walk-in site at the Anglican
Church in Cowes was busy, record-
ing higher numbers than on Sunday,
and Ms Child said it would continue
to operate for the next few days.

However the Bass testing site has
now closed.

San Remo’s drive through ran on
Monday and Tuesday and ongoing
opening times would be adjusted
based on demand.

“The situation is being assessed
every day,” Ms Child said, describing
the decision to open additional sites
as a “day by day prospect”.

Ms Child encouraged people to get
tested and urged everyone to keep up
to date with the exposure sites listed
on the government’s coronavirus
website.

“People need to really keep an eye
on it, because things can change
within a second.

“Be aware, this isn’t over yet.”

So far, no positive test results had
been returned from the testing blitz,
but she said the next couple of days
were important.

“If you have symptoms, please come
forward and get tested,” she said.

“If you’re not sure if you have been
to an exposure site at the specified
times, get yourself tested.”

She also urged people to book in for
a vaccination, especially those in the
1A and 1B categories.

“We have Pfizer available for all
health care workers and we've got
enough staff to be able to administer
them.”

On Monday, police and ADF mem-
bers were visiting homes checking
people were complying with quaran-
tine requirements.

No new venues were added to the
exposure list although additional ex-
posure times were added for Coles in
Cowes.

Our Covid timeline: as the week’s events unfolded.

Testing times test patient patienc

Wait times blew out at the Cowes
and San Remo Covid testing sites
by up to eight hours on the week-
end, after residents heeded the call
to get tested.

The first sign of the system be-
ing overwhelmed started at 7am on
Saturday morning when the queue
of cars ran from the Cowes transit
centre, down Chapel Street to Dun-
smore Road, and soon after wound
its way up that road and back to
Church Street.

Early plans to direct cars along
Steel Street were abandoned and
roadblocks were soon added to side
roads (Park and Steele streets) to
try and dissuade any queue jump-
ers, while staff were dotted along
the route to guide traffic.

A pop-up testing site was opened
on Saturday 9am at the San Remo
Recreation Reserve to deal with the
demand, but that too soon became
swamped with wait times of up to
six hours.

Bass Coast Health uploaded wait
times to their Facebook site and
urged drivers to instead head to
Wonthaggi, a new site at Bass (on
Sunday) or even Leongatha for test-
ing, with BCH CEO Jan Child per-
sonally explaining to drivers at the
Cowes site the reason for the delay.

A walk-in clinic at Cowes was
opened Sunday mornings, “set up
in response to the concerns about
community members without ve-
hicles, our elderly and those with a
disability not being able to wait in
acar”.

“If you are able to be tested in
your vehicle, please do so,” said
Bass Coast Health.

Drivers were generally patient and
understanding, detailing how long
they had waited on social media.

“We waited for eight hours in
Cowes today and we arrived at
7.30am,” explained one resident.

Faye Courtney wrote “I've been in
the queue for six hours 30 min, just
heading into tent, four cars in front
of me.”

Although there was strong de-
mand for tests again on Sunday,
by 2pm BCH said wait times were
down to one and a half hours.

Demand

On Saturday a total of 374 tests
were completed in Cowes, 260 in
San Remo and 341 in Wonthaggi.

On Sunday, a further 1388 tests
were completed, with Cowes pro-
cessing 411, San Remo 310, Won-
thaggi 358, Bass 159 and Cowes
walk in clinic 150.

between 10am-10.30am. By
Thursday afternoon, the state
government announces a
lockdown from midnight. Bass
Coast Health confirms a positive
Covid case on Phillip Island.

Hundreds queue from dawn at the

Cowes testing site. San Remo Rec

Centre testing opened at 9am. By

5pm there were 15 Tier1 sites, and
nine Tier2 sites.

Zero positive cases for Bass Coast.
Exposure sites increase to 19 Tier1
(some with multiple listings), 10
Tier2 and one Tier3.

We smashed it!

Total test figures, all sites Friday - Monday: 3,766

By 7am the line of cars queuing for a test at the Cowes Drive Through site stretched along Chapel Street to Dunsmore Road.

That’s a total of 2363 tests for the
weekend.

By comparison, in the first week
of July, Wonthaggi and Cowes com-
bined completed just 797 tests in that
week, with the busiest days 101 tests
at Wonthaggi and 54 at Cowes.

Last year, even in the Covid peak,
the biggest weekly testing figure
was 1096, the week of August 9.

For the most part, between March
and November 2020, BCH was doing
300 or less tests in a week.

Last week’s spike in demand saw
nursing staff called in from across
Victoria, including Peninsula Health,
Foster, Cabrini, Central Gippsland
Hospital in Sale, and Warragul.

Joyce Ball thanked BCH on Face-
book, adding “I think we are feel-
ing a bit fragile on the island at the
moment so this kind gesture really
lifts us”.

Phillip Island event hire com-
pany Over the Top Events worked
through Friday night and Saturday

morning erecting the new testing
tent in San Remo and pulling down
the existing tent in Cowes and
building a larger one.

Bass Coast Health responded to
concerns that potentially positive
cases could spread the virus if they
travelled to distant testing sites.

“Under Covid restrictions people
are allowed to travel to be tested but
are strictly not permitted to visit
any venue other than the testing
site,” BCH said.

Confusion

There was also some confusion
about who needed to be tested.
While those exposed to the Tierl
and Tier2 sites were required to be
tested, other residents who had been
to those sites outside the exposure
times also felt they were at risk.
“The priority is to get tested if you
have been at a site during Covid expo-
sure,” explained Bass Coast Health.
“We also encourage people to get

tested if you have symptoms.”

While waiting in the queue many
drivers shared tips on how to spend
the time, with technology and snacks
a must for those with children.

Chris Walton advised to take “a
fully charged phone and tablet,
hotspot and watch tv or a movie, and
a spare charging lead to plug in”.

One driver said they had watched
an episode of ABC TV’s Ms Repre-
sented “an amazing history of Aus-
tralian women in politics”.

Donna Newton, owner of Coffee Co and The Jolly Lolly Trolley — which
both received a deep clean from Pete the cleaner (pictured) - told news
reporters “We were probably becoming a little smug thinking we were

kind of safe it wouldn’t happen here.”

Island Covid
linked to MCG

This week’s posi-
tive Covid cases
were visitors to Phil-
lip Island, including
one who had at-
tended the Geelong
Carlton game at the
MCG.

The visit resulted
in over 24 venues
being listed as ex-
posure sites across
the island and San
Remo

Despite the grow-
ing number of ex-
posure sites here,
when questioned at
Saturday’s press con-
ference, Jeroen Wei-
mar, Victoria’s Co-
vid Commander said
there was no plan
to isolate Phillip Island as “the whole
state is in lockdown at the moment”.

He said he believed the current set-
tings were appropriate to slow down
the rate of transmission.

The press conference also revealed
more about the source of the exposure.

“The Phillip Island cases are relat-
ed to the MCG cases,” the Victorian
Health Minister Martin Foley, said.

A Trinity Grammar teacher, who
went to the MCG and later tested
positive, visited Phillip Island with
friends, and spent a few days here.

Jeroen Weimar said the visitors did
pretty much “everything there was to
do on Phillip Island, except visit the
penguins”.

He said he expected there would
“absolutely” be more exposure sites
listed in the area.

“It is possible other exposure sites
will emerge,” he said at the daily
press conference.

By 5pm on Saturday, there were 15
Tierl sites, and nine Tier2 sites on the
state government website, but that
list was being constantly updated.

During the press conference, offi-
cials urged Phillip Island residents to
come forward for testing.

However on the ground, local
health services were overwhelmed,
and asking only people with symp-
toms, or those identified as Tierl
close contacts to come forward.

CEO Jan Child called on the com-
munity to help the health service pri-
oritise the most urgent testing cases.

“If you have no symptoms and you
haven’t been at a Tierl exposure site
at the designated times, you don’t

All three major supermar-
kets in Cowes — Woolworths,
Coles and Aldi were listed
as Tierl exposure sites and
then closed for cleaning.

need to panic,” she
said.

“Please stay home
today, then come in
a day or two, when
we have processed
all the other cases.”

Additional  test-
ing staff came from
across  Gippsland,
including  Warra-
gul, Foster and Sale,
to help increase
the number of test-
ing teams on site in
Cowes, San Remo
and Cowes.

Even so, locals
faced long delays,
some waiting up to
eight hours to be
tested.

Containment

Chief Health Officer Brett Sut-
ton, freshly returned from a recent
holiday on Phillip Island, stressed
the importance of the quarantine
process.

He said anyone identified as a
Tierl close contact should have
been notified by the Department of
Health and must immediately get
tested and isolate for 14 days (from
the date of exposure), even if they
received a negative test result.

He said there would be checks
made on houses to make sure people
were complying with the quarantine
requirements.

Meanwhile, the Gippsland Region
Public Health Unit (GRPHU) ad-
vised it was managing 24 of the ex-
posure sites at San Remo and Phillip
Island.

All are listed as Tierl or Tier2, and
GRPHU is responsible for cleaning
the sites before they reopen.

Testing capacity

In a statement issued on Saturday,
GRPHU said testing staff support
came from Sale, Warragul, Latrobe
Regional Health, Yarram and
Gippsland Southern Health Service,
“to meet demand and ensure testing
sites can expand times if necessary”.

Additional teams from Peninsula
and Cardinia Health arrived on
Sunday.

A new drive through site, operated
by the Koo Wee Rup Health Service
operated at the Bass Recreation Re-
serve (100 Hade Avenue) on Sunday
and Monday.
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Tier 1, 2 exposure sites respond

The businesses named as Covid
public exposure sites across Phillip
Island and San Remo have respond-
ed with emotion, frustration and
even humour.

So far all those contacted by the
Advertiser have reported negative
Covid results in their quarantined
staff, while all shops have been
deep cleaned.

San Remo Fisherman’s Co-op was
named as a Tierl site with their expo-
sure between 6.15-7.21pm on July 14.

Co-op manager Paul Mannix
made an emotional statement on TV
news explaining the exposure was a
“kick in the guts”.

“We have been super vigilant
since the pandemic started, for the
good of our staff, our fishermen and
the whole community,” Paul told the
Advertiser.

“We’ve endured regular abuse
from conspiracy theorists and anti-
maskers, with as much politeness
and respect as we could muster.

“After trying so hard for so long,
it’s a massive Kkick in the guts to
have everything grind to a halt just
because a couple of people visited
us without knowing they had the
virus.”

Paul said five staff who had
worked during the exposure period
had been tested and three had so
far received negative results and all
were in 14 days quarantine.

He said the co-op had received
its deep clean - “so the building is
ready to go” — and they were plan-
ning to reopen as soon a lockdown
was lifted.

“But we will assess the changing
situation each day,” he said, urging
customers to keep updated via Face-
book.

In contrast, smaller hospitality
outlets that were named as Tierl
sites did not have the same flexibil-
ity as larger outlets to reopen if the
majority of their staff were in quar-
antine for 14 days.

North Pier

North Pier general manager
Kimberley Brown said they would
remain closed until the end of lock-
down because of low winter trade,
even though only five of their 50
staff were in quarantine, all testing
negative.

“There were five staff on the night
the positive case came in and they
were all wearing masks. Bar staff
also require all patrons to wear a
mask at the bar,” she said.

“In total more than 20 staff got
tested just to be sure, even though
they weren’t all directly linked.”

Kimberley said staff were in-
formed North Pier was a Tierl
exposure site (July 12, 7.22pm to

Deep cleaning underway at the Phillip Island Bakery by shire workers, after it was listed as a Tier2 exposure site.

10.47pm) last Thursday, more than
24 hours before it was made public.

“It seemed the department of
health initially focused on the
Wednesday exposure sites, rather
than us as a Monday exposure,
maybe due to the infection period.”

Kimberley said while another
lockdown was “frustrating”, she felt
more concerned for staff who lost
casual shifts.

Grumpy’s

Attractions such as the Phillip Is-
land Ten Pin Bowling and Grumpy’s
Crazy Golf - both Tierl — are re-
quired to stay closed for the dura-
tion of the lockdown, irrespective of
their exposure level and subsequent
deep clean.

Grumpy’s owner Lee Marr said
two of their staff tested negative
and were in quarantine.

“The efforts of our staff stopped
the spread so we’re very grateful to

Cash support for Victorian
businesses during lockdown

The state government will provide
new cash grants for businesses af-
fected by the latest lockdown.

The government said automatic
payments will be made to eligible
businesses and sole traders across
the state to minimise delays and
swiftly get money into the pockets
of businesses who need it most.

Up to 90,000 businesses that have
and will receive payments through
the Licensed Hospitality Venue
Fund and Business Costs Assis-
tance Program relating to the May-
June lockdown will receive the new
support payments of $3000 and
$2000 respectively.

Payments are due to commence
over the course of this week — with
total funding of $201.8 million. Eli-
gible businesses will include restau-
rants, cafes bars, event suppliers,
tourism and accommodation pro-
viders and non-essential retailers.

The Victorian government has
also reached agreement with the
Commonwealth government to
fund income support payments
from day one of the lockdown.

These are in line with the pay-
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ments being offered to NSW busi-
nesses.

e Payments of $600 will be made
to Victorians that lose 20 hours or
more of work during the period of
the lockdown

e Payments of $375 will be made
to individuals that lose between
8-20 hours of work during the pe-
riod of the lockdown

e There is no liquid assets test ap-
plied to receive these payments

The Federal government will fund
payments for those Victorians who
work or live in a COVID-19 Hotspot
declared by the Commonwealth —
that includes Bass Coast, as well
as Melbourne, Moorabool Shire,
Greater Geelong, Queenscliffe and
the Surf Coast Shire.

The Victorian government will
fund payments for Victorians who
live outside of these areas but are
still subject to the lockdown.

All applications can be made
through the Services Australia at
www.servicesaustralia.gov.au.

More information about business-
es support is available at business.
vic.gov.au.

them,” Lee said, adding they were
considered an outdoor venue.

“Just a few days before this hap-
pened I actually told one of the staff
to pretend Covid is here, even when
it’s not, so we clean everything reg-
ularly, the golf clubs, the balls and
have a massive screen across our
kiosk.”

Lee said while another lockdown
was difficult, it was best to happen
after the school holidays and mid-
winter.

“Like everyone else, we've got no
income, but it’s as good as it can be
under the circumstances given the
time of year.

“People on the island have been so
lovely, messaging us to see if we're ok.”

A Mazed

A Maze ‘N Things was named as
a Tier2 site, with exposure on July
14 between 3.46pm and 4.48pm that
saw 12 staff test and isolate, all re-

ceiving a negative result.

Owner Geoff Moed said having
completed their deep clean he could
reopen once lockdown lifted.

“I feel deeply for the people who
are Tierl,” Geoff said, adding that
customers and staff were neverthe-
less mystified why exposure was
only in a very defined timeframe.

Geoff worked closely with the
health department, with phone
calls and emails, and was able to
pinpoint the group of men who
had caused the island to become a
hotspot through CCTV vision.

“We only had two groups come
through at that time, an elderly cou-
ple and this group.

“They were young men in their
20s and they had masks on and we
could see from the vision they were
scanning the QR code. They ap-
peared to do everything they were
supposed to do.

“There’s no one to blame. Some-

times sh*t happens.”

He said the event could be positive
or negative publicity for the island.

“I'm surprised how many sites
these people visited.

“It’s a great marketing campaign
for the island: you can see every-
thing in a small area in a short pe-
riod of time.”

He said he was uncertain why the
authorities contacted him through
LinkedIn and not through the phone
contact given in the QR app.

While the exposure listing re-
quired testing and a deep clean,
he said the larger “frustrating, de-
pressing and disappointing” issue
was continued lockdowns.

“It makes it difficult to plan for the
future, even basic things like staffing.

“It’s hard on staff because their
wage is turned on and off. Last
shut down I ended up paying every-
one for the week even though we
weren’t open.”

Chocolate Factory

Phillip Island Chocolate Factory
was named as a Tierl site, which
Geoff Moed - who has a stake in the
business - said was “devastating”.

He said the test and quarantine
had impacted all staff, “so they have
no one left to staff even takeaway”.

“It has been really difficult for
Panny, his staff and family,” Geoff
said.

“They have a no mask, no entry
policy and customers say they have
an exemption and when staff ask
for it, they say they don’t have to
show them.

“No one wants to have an argu-
ment but people have a sense of en-
titlement. They should be entitled to
work in the Covid ward for a while.”

A message on the factory’s Face-
book site states recently “we have
faced a number of angry, disap-
pointed customers accusing our
business of discrimination”.

“Panny has been wanting to re-
open the business in the safest way
possible.

“Throughout this pandemic we
have only tried our best. Tried our
best to provide a safe environment,
to follow the rules, run our business
and take care of our most valuable
asset, our staff.”

The post explains while only
mask-wearing customers could ac-
cess all public areas of the factory,
they would now extend this access
to those with mask exemptions af-
ter the lockdown.

On Monday (July 19) the list of
Tierl, 2 or 3 businesses included 24
in Cowes, two in San Remo, one in
Ventnor, one Newhaven and two for
the Nature Parks. Some sites were
listed for multiple exposures.

Covid — how the
community responded

Businesses and residents re-
spond to the news of the positive
Covid case in the community.

e Cowes Curry Club offered a
free lunch pack last week for “you
or a loved one you know who is
struggling to put food on the table
during lockdown. We owe big time
to Phillip Island’s community and
would like to contribute back.”

e Kylie Zennaro thanked the
Cowes IGA “for delivering food to
my nephew and his friends stuck
on the island at Smiths Beach af-
ter being at a Tier2 exposure site.
They were turned away from test-
ing, due to huge numbers, and
were told to go straight to their
house and not go anywhere, not
even to click and collect food.
Thanks so much IGA.”

e Wimbledon Heights resident
Mykey O’Halloran said he bought
“vouchers to spend at a later date
from venues that have been shut

down as exposure sites such as
San Remo Fisherman’s Co-op.
Check the exposure site list and
reach out to those businesses if
you can for support.”

e Evona Turner wrote to Phillip
Island from Britain: “Thinking of
all on Philip Island keep safe love
from the UK.”

e Melbourne residents also sent
their well wishes. Melinda Mariot-
ti-Cupples wrote: “Sending love to
all the Phillip Island residents, stay
safe, look out for each other, think-
ing of you from Melbourne”; Vicki
Gordon as a person who calls Phil-
lip Island “our second home take
care guys”; Michael Nosworthy
agreed: “Feeling sorry for people
on the Island, all this time and no
Covid. We will be back in time.”

e Others felt for the unknowing
Covid-positive case who visited
the island. Local resident Lillian
Heflingers wrote: “I feel sorry

for the person who unknowingly
bought the Delta variant of Covid
to the island. That is something I
would not want to happen to any-
one”; Tahlia Sweatman agreed:
“Those people must feel terrible.
As much as we are angry for the
reality of it. Can you imagine be-
ing that person, going about your
day with no clue you are ill and
then bam suddenly you are posi-
tive and it’s because of you an en-
tire island is a hot spot.”

e Renee Lowe acknowledged
the Tier 1 and 2 exposure sites: “I
feel for the poor business owners.
They have to shut, deep clean and
then try to find staff when they
are allowed to open again. But on
top of that they have their staff’s
health and their own health and
their families too to think of. They
would be feeling it greatly. My
love and support goes out to all of
them.”



Cowes resident Ian Samuel, in the queue on Saturday, said in three hours he had driven from the football
ground 50 metres to outside the Seahorse Motel.

Get 1t straight
when you isolate

A reminder, courtesy of the
Gippsland Region Public Health
Unit (GRPHU), to isolate after your
Covid test.

When you have a Covid test you
need to stay home and isolate until
you get a negative result.

Isolation is not the same as lock-
down restrictions. Any movement
within the community is not per-
mitted, including exercise.

GRPHU recommends organis-
ing for a family member or friend
to deliver groceries if necessary.
Most local supermarkets also offer
a delivery service.

You may be waiting up to 72
hours for results, given the sheer
number of local tests conducted in
the past few days.

“Be prepared, and ensure you do
what you can to make your time
in isolation at home comfortable,”
they advise.

More information on test results
and isolating at www.coronavirus.
vic.gov.au/getting-your-results-
covid-19

Tier1 close contacts

If you are a Tierl close contact,
you must quarantine for 14 days

from the date of exposure, regard-
less of your test results.

You will also need to take an-
other Covid test on day 13 of your
quarantine.

Quarantine means you must
stay home. You cannot leave your
house for any reason unless it is
an emergency or you need medi-
cal help.

If you need help or assistance
to quarantine, visit www.corona-
virus.vic.gov.au/what-do-if-you-
are-close-contact#who-should-
quarantine-stay-at-home

Val and Maree, BCH staff, came in on their day off to help at the testing site.

Fresh food to the door
— home delivery options

With so many people across the
island and in San Remo in quar-
antine or isolating as they await
test results, the need for grocer-
ies home delivery is exploding.

Both local IGA stores offer a
home delivery service.

Shayne Crawford, manager
of the San Remo store said they
were offering both free home de-
livery and click and collect op-
tions.

Orders can be placed online at

www.sanremoiga.com.au/, email
homedeliveries@sanremoigo.
com.au, or call 5678 5337.

However, he asked customers to
be patient, as the store was “well
under the pump”, with Monday’s
delivery orders more than it usu-
ally processes in a fortnight!

On top of the huge increase in
demand, Shayne said there were
several team members currently
isolating and waiting on test re-
sults.

“We’ve thrown all we have at
home deliveries today (Monday)
to get back on track,” he said.

Cowes IGA also offers daily
contactless home deliveries.

Customers can ring 5952 1363 to
speak direct to Konney, or email
info@cowesiga.com.au to place an
order by 2pm for next day deliv-
ery. Delivery charge is $10.

The major supermarkets also
offer a variety of online shopping
and delivery options.

On Sunday afternoon, Member for Bass Jordan Crugnale arrived at the
Cowes Drive Through site bearing chocolate and other treats for the
staff, as well as Thermos flasks filled with hot chocolate.

A team effort

Bass Coast Shire Council CEO
Ali Wastie said council staff were
working to support local businesses
and Bass Coast Health.

“Our Business Support Team and
Destination Phillip Island have
been proactively reaching out to
businesses, offering support and
guidance in response to the impact
of the lockdown and positive cases.

“We are also connecting with
PICAL and Salvocare to gain a bet-
ter understanding of emerging so-
cial support needs. Department of
Jobs Precincts and Regions have
also mobilised support staff into
Bass Coast and they are meeting
with businesses directly impacted,”
Ms Wastie said.

She confirmed that Bass Coast
has been declared a ‘Hotspot’ for
Commonwealth support.

“Declaring a hotspot for Com-
monwealth support triggers a range
of support to businesses and health
services in the local government
area. It also provides access to COV-
ID Disaster Payment for workers af-
fected, if eligibility criteria are met.”

Ms Wastie said understandably
some members of the community
were frustrated and anxious, and
urged people to “practice patience
and be kind, especially to our front

line health service workers and fel-
low community members”.

Over the weekend, council staff
had also played an important role in
traffic management and deep clean-
ing of impacted businesses.

“As well as supporting Bass Coast
Health with establishing testing
sites and communications, our Out-
door Staff have been mobilised to
help with deep cleaning efforts and
traffic management.

“Public toilets near testing sites in
Cowes, Wonthaggi and San Remo
were professionally cleaned every
two hours during peak times, while
our cleaning program for public
areas, playgrounds, handrails, fur-
niture etc. also continued over the
weekend, particularly in San Remo
and Cowes,” Ms Wastie said.

“Finally, I would like to say a big
thank you to everyone in the com-
munity for their efforts and support
over the weekend.

“Whether it be waiting patiently
in the queues to get tested, or help-
ing to mobilise testing sites, or sim-
ply providing kind words in this ex-
tremely challenging time.

“Our resilience is being tested, but
Bass Coast is a strong community
and I am confident we will make it
through.”

Nature Parks
attractions exposed

Two Phillip Island Nature Parks
locations have been listed as expo-
sure sites.

On Monday, the Nature Parks
said the Department of Health had
advised on Friday (July 16) that the
Nobbies had been listed as a Tier2
exposure site.

“The person with the confirmed
case did not enter the visitor centre,”
said Catherine Basterfield, Chief
Executive Officer.

“We were further advised that the
person visited Churchill Island on
Tuesday (July 13) between 3.32pm
and 4.06pm and undertook a walk.

“The person did not enter the visi-

tor centre, café or farm area, so the
site has been listed as a Tier3 expo-
sure site.

“We are grateful for the prompt
and timely notification of these two
possible exposure sites, so that we
could inform our staff as well as
members of the public who may
have been present, so they could
take action and get tested if appro-
priate,” Ms Basterfield said.

“We continue to work closely with
the authorities, and our thoughts go
out to our visitors, staff, volunteers,
and our community. Please take
care of yourselves and each other as
we get through this together.”

DPI calls for
community support

Destination Phillip Island said it is
working with the tourism business-
es listed as exposure sites across
Phillip Island and San Remo.

“We have been in contact directly
and businesses have reported fol-
lowing directions provided by the
Health Department and supporting
their staff through this challenging
time,” General Manager Kim Storey
said.

“The organisation has beenin touch
with the State Government Tourism
and Visitor Economy Branch to share
information and seek support for the
broader industry.

“The support and testing deliv-

ery by Bass Coast Health and sup-
porting agencies including Council
and from all over the state has been
truly incredible and we thank those
organisations.

“We encourage everyone to follow
the health directions, get tested and
there are many opportunities to do
this nearby.

“If you're eligible for vaccination
then do so by booking your appoint-
ment.

“We should all remember this is
no one’s fault but a result of our cur-
rent pandemic. Be kind and support
our local community and business
to get through this trying time.”
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7Y sevice cenvre |

Phillip Island Tyre Service

101 Settlement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

Mobile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

15years experience, including
2 at Beachside Hair & Beauty.

From 2nd Aug Bookings: 5952 5669

ElIN'ANICE:

Your local bank for locals

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
B Bendigo Bank Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

69A Chapel Street Cowes
For appointmentsTel 5952 1770

LKO0393AA

EOI0IDF & DIRIINIKS

Burgers & Beers

Open 4pm-7.30pm
Closed tuesdays

9 Vista Pl, Cape Woolamai 5956 6552

FRESH TAKE AWAY

LOCAL
SEAFOOD
SALES

ORDERS

OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm 2678 5206 FISH & CHIPS

THE

waterboy

CAFE—
58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765  { ]}

E -t

Alicia Miran-Khan 0407 056 526
@phillipislandinteriors

Interior Design
& Decoration
Homewares & Gift

Shop 6, 34 Thompson Ave Cowes
btdesign.com.au

LEINSIURE

Phillip Island
Tenpin Bowling
& Entertainment

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
59592 3977

PHILLIP ISLAND
MARINE

OPEN 7 DAYS

5956 9238 14 Beach Road, Rhyll

RIEEALLESIANE

FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

OPEN 7 DAYS
Business as usual

www.phillipislandfn.com.au 5952 3922

5952 5100

obrienrealestate.com.au/cowes

Selling more properties
on Phillip Island than
any other agency

59522799

raywhitephillipisland.com.au

Stockdale &Leggo

Contact us today on 03 5922 9300 New team
45 Thompson Avenue, Cowes VIC 3922 New Stockdale

Burgers & Beers

Open 4pm-7.30pm Closed Tuesdays

9 Vista P1, Cape Woolamai 5956 6552

We are currently experiencing high demand
for both sales and rental properties across Phillip Island.

Call today to arrange your free market appraisal.

The Phillip Island Specialists.

52-54 Thompson Avenue, Cowes

Support the businesses at the ) of our community




AIR CONDITIONING

BLINDS & CARPET

CONCRETER

DECKS & VERANDAHS

AIR CONDITIONING

Carpets
Blinds

Furniture

155 Thompson Ave, Cowes
www.southcoastfurnishings.com.au

Ph: 5952 1488

BUILDER

MARK ATLEY
CONCRETING estoss

‘THE DRIVEWAY SPECIALISTS’

* Exposed/Patterned
* Coloured or plain
* Drainage solutions

31 Reid Street, Rhyll. 3923
Ph: 0418 105 262

LK0O0029AA

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

ISLAND
DECKS

YV6S000X1

John Johnston 0414 714 179

CONCRETER

EARTHMOVING

PDAIKIN

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

COASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

@ Cooastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

AU22840

EXTENSION & RENOVATION
SPECIALIST
KITEHENS, BATHRODMS
AND DECKS
OVER 35 YEARS
DOF EXPERIENCE
ISLAND
PDESIIGN & BUILD
0417 503 003
ROB NORTON
INSURED & LICENSED BUILDER DB-U 61563

CONCRETE AND EXCAVATION SERVICES

Exposed Aggregate

Slabs & Foundations

Driveways & Paths

Commercial Concreting
Excavation

Landscaping

Retaining Walls & MUCH MORE

JO00419AA

NEAL McRAE
EXCAVATIONS

® 10mé tippers @ Bobcat
@ 4 ton excavators @ Post hole borers
@ Driveways @ Rubbish removed
@ Quarry materials supplies ® Blocks cleared
611 Ventnor Road, Cowes

0418 383 881 - 5956 8615
Email: nmcrae@waterfront.net.au

JOO0013AA

AIR CONDITIONING

CAR REMOVAL

CONCRETER

EARTHMOVING

southcoast air

Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists

Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller

PIC. 43216
1109866 REC26099

ASBESTOS

ASBESTOS REMOVAL/
BUILDING DEMOLITION

e Registered building practitioners
e Worksafe approved | Fully insured
e All areas/free quotes

REP RIEDAU TECHNOLOGIES
e Phillip Island
5956 9551/ 0417 141 035

LKOOO39AA

BASS HWY CAR
REMOVAL

UNWANTED CARS
& SCRAP METAL REMOVED

FREE

7 DAYS A WEEK

CALL SHANE

0407 599 616
OR 5678 2002

JDO0562AA

BLINDS/AWNINGS

CARPET & FLUE CLEANING

JD00092AA

CONCRETE FLOORS
e Epoxy Flake Garage Floors
e Spray on Paving
¢ Concrete Grinding & Sealing
e Concrete Clean & Seals

www.kustomconcretefloors.com.au

Phone: 0418 822 661

CONCRETER
RAY MATTOCK

CONCRETING

AND EXCAVATIONS

» Exposed aggdregate paving
¢ Coloured - Slate - Brick paving
¢ House slabs - Garages

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103 :
Mob: 0418 560 202

CONCRETER

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE

Mobile Showroom
Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

LK00027AA

ADVERTISING
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JD00122AA

I SLAN D EST1981
CARPET CLEANING

* Extreme heat extraction — Rapid Dry
* Commercial - domestic — upholstery
* Rental bond specialists
* Fast, efficient service

Island Flue
Cleaning

e CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING
* NEW COWLS SUPPLY & FIT

RICHIE & DI LAING

0415106 443 5956 6888

richandi@hotmail.com

CLEANING

WeW Wdve
ConcreT®

Luke Hinrichs — Specialising in
Driveways, Patios,
Garages, Pattern, Plain, Exposed

DECORATIVE CONCRETING PROFESSIONALS

LKO0034AA

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,
draining and landscaping

Qaq's Skip Hire
+ Earth works

ELECTRICIAN

JACKSON ELECTRICAL
& AIR CONDITIONING

[ ]

« Reliable & fully insured
« Split system installers
« All types of electrical services
« Air conditioning sales and service
« TV Antenna & data
« Free quotes

I:I « Hot water systems
« Ovens and cooktops

CALL MICHAEL 0427 633667

CAPE WOOLAMAI REC 17893 LIC. 48834

]

JO00682AA

EQUIPMENT HIRE

ISLAND EQUIPMENT HIRE

>>> Service & Repairs <<<

« Short & Long term
hire available with

mechanic onsite
for service & repairs

20 The Concourse « Cowes
www.islandequipmenthire.com.au

LKOO021AA

o Driveways
o Cross Overs

0402 454 742 0417 820 565
CONCRETER FENCING
STHEEN - Shed Sk ISLAND TIMBER &2,
¢ =0 5he AND FENCING &

Specialising in: brush, paling, ARC.
Plus timber supplies, sleepers,

\/ o Watertank brush panels etc.
Rocw & Aircon pads ECOWOOD (Arsenic free) timber
NOW AVAILABLE
0459 477 370 - Dave Anderson 3 sales@islandtimberandfencing.com 3
3 O @SouthenRockConcrete 0414 541 849
CONCRETER ADVERTISING

Bass CoasT HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION
CLEANING AND LINEN SERVICE

by the 8th Element
0421 665 227

- Cleaning and linen service

sharon@geighthelement.com.an | ~ Property set-up and syling

TIIVI NNEVWIVIANI

LKO0D45AA

CONCRETING
e Exposed aggregate ® House slabs
e Driveways ® Footpaths ¢ Sheds & garages
e All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791
RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

o419 312 805




GAS SUPPLIERS

ﬂ WRIGHTON
N: GAS SUPPLIES [

Agency for ELGAS

Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies
and appliances sales

LAWN MOWING PLUMBING TREE SERVICES

W
SL Tree Care

NO JOB TOO SMALL
e Qualified e Storm Damage
e Tree Maintenance e Lawn Mowing

e Tree Removal e Garden Maintenance
e Fruit Tree Pruning FREE QUOTES

RELIABLE PLUMBER
Fast Response at an honest price
 NO CALL OUT FEE

o Leaking taps & toilets
d e Hot water systems replaced

; =~ e\anities & water
o Filters installed

Tappy the Plumber . ;o

0427 776 808 « General plumbing

Lawn & block mowing | Tree services & removals
Rubbish removals & yard clean ups

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252 Mobile 0409 164 441

LKOO040AA

GLASS

BETTSY'S

GLASS
e B

Glazing the Island and district

LEWIS BETTS A.B.N.37 053 127 216
+ Residential locksmithing & key cutting * Flyscreens
+ Shower screens ¢« Re-glazing ¢ Security doors | Glass halustrading
PH: 5952 3555 MOB. 0421 839 206, FAX 5952 3444
Factory 2/221 Settlement Road, Cowes
sales@bettsysglass.com.au

LKO0012AA

GLASS

Stone masonry | Gutter clearing
0434 288779 | WWW.JOEYSMOWING.COM

PAINTER & DECORATOR

Re-paint specialists, real estate,
insurance work, domestic & commercial
Free quotes/over 25 years exp.
Competitively priced/professional
reliable service

julianbird8 @gmail.com

0431 992 027

PEST CONTROL

email: tappy@waterfront.net.au
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed vic. no. 119269

LKOO0044AA

RESTUMPING

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

LKO0042AA

TREE SERVICES

KEANE & SON

House Restumping & Levelling

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com
PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995

LKOO290AA

SOUTHERN ARBORISTS

Art & Science.
Professional Tree Services

Nicholas Harrison — Arborist
Ass. Dip. App. Sci. (VCAH Burnley 88)
soararsc@gmail.com
Phillip Island Mobile 0490 859 721

- Free quotes - Fully insured - Full clean-up -

Specialist in pruning and tree preservation

Hedges, Firewood, Stumps, Fire Safe

SEWING & ALTERATIONS

TREE SERVICES

Philip Island

GLASS

wrenauaity oS VA OQRIKS

PHILLIP ISLAND PEST CONTROL
OFFERING FIVE STAR FRIENDLY SERVICE
* * Kk k *
COMPETITIVE PRICES
Mobile: 0419 543 637

Sewing and
Alterations

® Handmade sewing creations

P/\/\'\/\/\/\/\/\/\/

% - IREE CARE NOW

e Tree & Stump removal

el _ _ * Pruning 3
B Reglazing @ Showers B Miirrors ’ T‘% 2 X ::’lendlng an: alterations ) e Chipping g
B Splashbacks B Balustradi 5 reatment . Termites * Rodents * Fleas * Bees ustom made covers, cushions, : -
pasnbacks ‘a Lstrading g of all « Cockroaches * Spiders * Wasps curtains for your home decor FuIIy insured
Dar‘r‘en Ander‘son 2 pests * Soil treatments * Red Stop Barriers Installed
Factory 1/110 Dunsmore Rd, Cowes 23 years experience é RhondaKroon Sea n 0439 900 09 1
59525570 0419 525 588 ALL WORK GUARANTEED g | 0438466583 www.treecarenow.net
GUTTER CLEANING PLASTERING STEEL WINDOW CLEANING
L :
GUTTER-VAC 0 '. WINDOW
Clean. Safe...Easy
Vacuum gutter cleaning, —I‘ "o""-"MGG&!!Z,'ﬁf 33! Steel fabrication e Stainless/Aluminium fabrication CLE ANING

gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,
ceiling cavities cleaning.

0427 393 291

swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

LAUNDRY SERVICES

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI
wonthaggiplaster.com.au

CEMINTEL ~

Steel sales cut to order ¢ Sheetmetal fabrication
Guillotine and folding  Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
Truck mounted CRANE HIRE e Genie lift and generator hire

Call for a quote WE DELIVER

14-16 The Concourse, Cowes 5952 1432
Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au

LKOO024AA

0409 946 839

Glassed Out Window Cleaning

Fully insured

PLUMBING

STORAGE

WINDOW CLEANING

LK01308AA

Island Premium Laundry offer all
your laundry needs from general house
washing to your pet beds or blankets.
We also wash doonas, pillow top protectors.

To contact us or book in your laundry needs,
call 59 522 889 or email islandpremiumlaundry@gmail.com

- Roofing - Gas - Water - Hot Water - Pumps

LKOO014AA

- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages

Brendan Duncan

PIC No. 26296

0418 342 649

Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

Large & Small Units

Boxes & Packaging
land Security Monitoring
cure On Site Manager
orage 24hr/7 day access

Phone 0400 214 446
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922
Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au
Web: www.islandstorage.com.au

LK00023AA

We promise sparkling Discoyngs
windows every time! apply for
Pensioneps

PREMIER WINDOW

CLEANING

Residential & commercial work

Call Maria 0422 258 948
Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com

LAWN MOWING

PLUMBING

TILING

ADVERTISING

Dave Costello

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal

Call for a free quote

LKOO020AA

0411175957

CHUNKS
PLUMBING

All types of plumbing

24 HOUR SERVICE

* Gas * Hot water units
* Sewers, storm water, blockages
A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546

chunksplumbing@waterfront.net.au

Lic # 48411

LKOOO15AA

JO00791AA

Tiling
Bathroom repairs
Leaking showers

Re-grouting
30 y1s epenience and ne jobs toe smalk.

Rob Davies - 0418 522 044

LAWN MOWING

PLUMBING

Call 131 546

v FREE QUOTES
v Fully insured
v Police checked
v/ OH&S compliant
v All work guaranteed

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning,
weeding, mulching, odd jobs
www.jimsmowing.com.au

LK5164

Same Day mgQ

Plumbing Morri S
Service Brothers

Lic 43482

Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts

0403 116 435

TIMBER & TANKS
[
WE KNOW

TIMBER, HARDWARE,
RURAL SUPPLIES

1965

EST.

1)
’ MB e@ & BUILDING MATERIALS
Phone 03 5678 8552

www.vansteenseltimbers.com.au
Cnr Bass Hwy & Dalyston-Glen Forbes Road, Grantville
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CLASSIFIEDS sSseek, buy and sell

DEATHS

Bass Coast Historical
Automobile Club Inc.
(BCHAC)

The BCHAC is saddened
at the passing of Anne
Longmire who died on

the 14th July 2021. Anne
was a long time member
of our club and enjoyed
many club activities
with her husband Ray
Watson. Our sincere
condolences go out to
Ray and family.

BEDDOE, Neil:

Long time friend.
Professional colleague
of Eric. Always generous
with his time, talents
and knowledge. Coffee
sitting in his old office
chair on the verandah.
You will be missed.
Thank you Neil.

Mrs Betty Fry

Service Details:
VF388556
Australian Army

The President,
Committee, Members,
Management and
Staff of the Phillip
Island RSL Sub-
Branch regret the
passing of Betty Fry,
a respected Service
Member of our Sub-
Branch. Our sincere
condolences are
extended to
The Fry Family.

LEST WE FORGET.

BILLMAN, Bernard
Henry John:
‘Bernie’

Passed away peacefully
on Wednesday
14th July, 2021.

Loved husband of
Josephine (Josie).

Loving Dad of Karen
and Robyn.

Adored Grandpa of
Douglas, Alison and
Mark.

Now you can sleep
peacefully.

Bernie was farewelled
by his family and friends
on Monday 19th July.

BILLMAN, Bernie:

The Phillip Island &
District Genealogical
Society is saddened at
the passing of Bernie on
14 July. He was a past
committee member
and treasurer and will
be greatly missed. Our
thoughts are with Josie
and family.

CHURCHILL, Alfred
Francis (Frank):

13.4.1923-16.7.2021

Loving and devoted
husband of Mavis (dec).

Loved father and
father-in-law of Lynette,
Colleen and Wayne,
Mark and Lyn.

Agentlemenanda
gentle man.

Mum and dad
together again.

Pa of five and Great
Grandfather of nine.

DEATHS

HARRIS - Dennis OAM
1.5.1938 - 18.7.2021

A Life Well Lived

Loved husband of
Kathleen.

Father of Kylie and
Sarah, father-in-law to
Michael and Andrew.

Pa of Aidan, Blake, Leo
and Jasper

Always in our hearts

Coming home to the
island

HARRIS, Dennis:

Dennis T Harris OAM
passed away peacefully
on Sunday 18th July at

Cabrini Hospital.

The second son of the
late Rupe and Bessie
Harris of Ventnor.

Much loved brother of
Harry Harris (dec), Berta
Maggs, Ruth Ryan (dec),

Audrey Nicol (dec) and

Julie Box. Treasured
memories of a
lovely man.

HICKMAN, Lorraine
Elizabeth:

15.10.1933 - 14.07.2021
Loved wife of Paul (dec.)

Beloved mother of Peter,
Graeme, Jim, Brendon
and Michael.

Mother-in-law of Diane,
Suzanne, Olga and
Sharon.

Adored Nanny to all her
grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

Reunited with Pa.

Lorraine’s service
will be livestreamed.
Please go to www.
handleyandanderson.
com.au for details.

SCHAEFER, Joan:

Special friend and mate
of Paula.

Sincere condolences to
her family.

SZEITLI, Yolanda (Yoli)
(nee Tama’s Jola’n):

18th December 1929 to
8th June 2021.

Passed away peacefully
in care at Grossard
Court.

Beloved wife of George
(Dec) and loving
mother to George and
Tom, mother in law to
Angela and Jen. Grand
Mother to Nathan,
Justine, Maxwell and
Serena, Great Grand
Mother to Arlo and Ria.

Matriarch of the family
and a wonderful soul
living an amazing life.

She will live in our
heart’s forever.

Rest In Peace

Yoli’s service will be live

streamed. Please refer to

www.handleyandander-

sonfunerals.com.au for
details.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

SITUATIONS VACANT

JO00956AA

Notice of the 2021 Phillip Island
Medical and Health Action Group Inc.
Annual General Meeting

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General
Meeting will be held on Aug 10th 2021 at 7.00pm in
the ANZAC room at the Cowes RSL.

The business of the Annual General Meeting shall be:

1) an update on the affairs of the group,
2) conducting elections for committee,
3) voting on special resolutions (if required),
4) Special guest speaker (from 7.30pm) — Dr Charles
of the Cowes Medical Group will talk to us about the
rewards and challenges of being a GP in rural Australia.

Dinner is available from 6pm at the RSL.You will
need to make a booking to avoid disappointment.

JOO00756AA

Skills For Life Training
First Aid and CPR Courses.

Workplace onsite training and
public courses upcoming
in Wonthaggi and Cowes.

HLTAID009 - Provide cardiopulmonary
resuscitation

HLTAIDO11 - Provide first aid

HLTAID012 - Provide and emergency
first aid response in an education
and care setting

To book call Kasey on 0417111600
or email
kasey@skillsforlifetraining.com.au

SITUATION VACANT

CLINICAL CARE
SUPERVISOR

Melaleuca Lodge is a 37 bed Residential
Aged Care Facility in Cowes, and is part of

Phillip Island Homes for

the Aged Assoc. Inc.

We are seeking a Registered Nurse Division
1 to fill the role of Care Manager Full time
equivalent. (Part time/Job share will be
considered for suitable applicants).

The successful applicant should have
experience in Residential Aged Care,

demonstrate skills and

knowledge of ACFI,

electronic documentation and Accreditation.
The ability to manage the aged care team and
co-ordinate holistic care and advocacy for
residents will be required.

Applications to be addressed to Secretary,

Phillip Island Homes for

the Aged Assoc. Inc.

1 Watchorn Road. Cowes Vic 3922 or emailed
to admin.melaleuca@waterfront.net.au

LKO1617AA

JO00954AA

Commun
- Cowes

Customer
Service Officer

— Maternity Leave

ity Bank

APPLY

YVS76000C

NOW

Applications are invited for a Customer Service
Officer (Maternity Leave Cover) to commence
by early September and is Full Time on a Fixed

Term Contract for approx.

You will bring:

12 months.

* Extensive experience in a customer service

environment

* Demonstrated competence in achieving

consistent sales results

* An ability to confidently talk to customers
face-to-face and over the telephone

* An eagerness to understand and share with
others what makes our bank different

* Experience in the banking and finance industry

— a plus but not essential

Please contact us if you would like to view

the position description.

Closing date for applications is July 22,2021

Contact Manager: Michael

Scott

michael.scott@bendigoadelaide.com.au

/03 5952 3383

ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS:

Weekly meetings Bass
Coast Shire, Wonthaggi -
Tuesday 8pm; AA Cowes
Big Book meeting at
St Philip’s Church (opp.
Coles) - Tuesday 7pm,
0417 317 470; Salvation
Army building, McKenzie
St., Wonthaggi, Saturday
1lam, 5672 3627. Phone
head office 9429 1833.

“If any of you
lacks wisdom,
let him ask God,
who gives gener-
ously to all with-
out reproach,
and it will be
given him’”,
James 1;5, ESV

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES
The Advertiser conducts its
journalism in accordance with
the guidelines of the Australian
Press Council.

The General Principles
Accuracy and clarity

1. Ensure that factual material
in news reports and elsewhere
is accurate and not misleading,
and is distinguishable from
other material such as opinion.
2. Provide a correction or
other  adequate  remedial
action if published material
is significantly inaccurate or
misleading.

Fairness and balance

3. Ensure that factual material
is presented with reasonable
fairness and balance, and that
writers’ expressions of opinion
are not based on significantly
inaccurate factual material or
omission of key facts.

4. Ensure that where material
refers adversely to a person,

a fair opportunity is given for
subsequent  publication  of
a reply if that is reasonably
necessary to address a possible
breach of General Principle 3.

Privacy and avoidance of harm
5. Avoid intruding on a person’s
reasonable expectations  of
privacy, unless doing so is
sufficiently in the public interest.
6. Avoid causing or contributing
materially to  substantial
offence, distress or prejudice,
or a substantial risk to health
or safety, unless doing so is
sufficiently in the public interest.

Integrity and transparency

7. Avoid publishing material
which has been gathered by
deceptive or unfair means,
unless doing so is sufficiently in
the public interest.

8. Ensure that conflicts of
interests are avoided or
adequately disclosed, and that
they do not influence published
material.

Did you know you can
email your classifieds?

A busier than usual winter holiday season
helped ease the pain for local business, before
the latest lockdown hit.

Across the island, venues and attractions
were reporting good numbers, although Co-
vid restrictions meant most places were still
not operating at full capacity.

The Penguin Parade sold out every night
but one during the school holidays, based on
a maximum capacity of 1000 visitors.

“While these numbers are slightly lower
than a normal school holidays period during
winter, we’re thrilled with this level of visita-
tion, as it’s made up entirely of domestic (and
almost exclusively Victorian) visitors,” said
Nature Parks spokesperson Roland Pick.

“This really does speak to the fact that
many Victorians are holidaying pretty close
to home, and reconnecting with what’s in
their own backyard.”

Visitor numbers recorded at Bass Coast
Shire Council visitor information centre in
Newhaven were up massively from last year
when Melbourne was in lockdown- 3091
compared to 357 in 2020.

However overall visitor numbers were well
down on the 2019 figures.

Between June 29 and July 14 in 2019, there
were 5086 visitors at the centre, compared
with 3091 during the same period in 2021.

However, popular A Maze’N Things attrac-
tion had a bumper holiday season.

Owner Geoff Moed said the holiday success
came on the back of lower than usual figures
in June, saying the story of tourism on Phillip
Island was one of high and lows.

“After a large part of June 2021 being shut-
down, A Maze’N Things was down about 30
per cent over 2019 figures.

“Though this was better than last year after
longer shutdowns then, it was not great.

“During the school holidays, we under-
took a bit of TV advertising in Melbourne in
conjunction with the Chocolate Factory, and
our figures meant that we had our best July
school holiday figures ever!

“We had many days that were busier than
traditional January days

“If we can get to stay open the whole month, I
think we will have our best total July figures.”

Hopes shattered

Unfortunately the five day snap lockdown
called by the state government last week shat-
tered Geoff’s hopes for a lockdown free month.

Even so, he says there is cause for optimism
in the July holiday results.

“The figures give us some optimism for
local tourism in the coming years when we
won'’t see many internationals.

“We were only reliant on the international
market for a small percentage of our num-
bers, so we will be okay.

“I am more concerned for those businesses
that had a very heavy reliance on internation-
al visitors.”

Local estate agent, Greg Price from Alex
Scott said holiday rentals were much busier
than last year.

“People who have holiday homes here, that
traditionally might have been in Queensland
or overseas, they’ve been down here using
their holiday homes.

He said he was expecting a busy summer.

“Hopefully the vaccination roll-out contin-
ues and people are able to get access to safe
vaccines.

“Then Australia, like Europe can start to
come out of this.”

Greg said the area had also seen a growth in
residential numbers.

“We’re going to find there’s been population
growth in Bass Coast shire,” he predicted.

“A lot of people have moved here to live.”

PHILLIP ISLAND ‘@2 SAN REMO
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Lets be Frank!

Special guest speaker joins Football Club celebrations

The Back-To weekend for the
Phillip Island Football Netball
Club next weekend just got big-
ger.

A special guest has been
locked in for the Saturday cel-
ebrations.

Simon Manning, a Life Mem-
ber of the club, tracked down
Frank Vergona, umpire of the
1981 Grand Final, who said he’d
be delighted to attend.

Frank, a well-known figure in
the Victoria Football Associa-
tion, will be the guest speaker
at the lunch on Saturday, July
31 before the game against Cora
Lynn.

While we’re sure the 1981
Grand Final between the island
and Wonthaggi is one his most
memorable, during his time at
the VFA, Frank umpired six
Grand Finals, including 1980,
1982 and 1983 in Divisionl, and
Division 2 Grand Finals in 1981,
1984 and 1987.

Frank umpired over 250 VFA
games during a career which
stretched from 1973 to 1989 and
was well known for his short
stature (5’3”) and tight shorts, as
well as his “bold” umpiring per-
sonality.

Frank’s memories of the game
are certain to add an extra lev-
el of enjoyment to the special
lunch.

Frank Vergona who umpired the 1981 Grand Final will be a Special
guest speaker at the lunch on Saturday, July 31. Photo courtesy of

Cameron Towson VFA collection.

The two-course lunch, for $30
a head starts at midday and is
open to everyone, not just the re-
turning premiership players, but

Radio

ABCradio’s Coodabeen Cham-
pions will also be crossing live to
the Phillip Island club rooms on

Organiser John Weston will be
put on the microphone, as coach
of the 1981 Premiership team.

“They’re also keen to talk to
David Murdoch, as part of the
father and son premiership com-
bination,” John said.

David’s father Artie Murdoch
was part of the 1951 winning
team, while David played in the
1981 grand final.

“It’s the only father son com-
bination in these premiership
years and it is one of the few fa-
ther son premiership combina-
tions in the club’s history.”

John is hoping to share the
media spotlight with fellow or-
ganiser Ritchie Davie, who was
also part of the 1981 Premier-
ship team.

The Back-to Weekend Kkicks
off with an informal get together
on Friday night (July 30) at the
club, including a welcome from
Club President Chris Ross and a
tribute to former Club President
Tan Hill.

Saturday includes a lunch at
midday before the game, as well
as player introductions and pres-
ent day awards that evening.

To book your place for lunch
on July 31, go to www.trybook-
ing.com/bomil, or contact John
Weston (0417 416 983), Ritchie
Davie (0400 531 777) or Kaye

bookings are essential.

Saturday for the reunion.

Beaton (0412 439 945).

Past footy glories celebration

The club record set by the
Phillip Island Reserves Football
team back in 1979, 1980 and
1981 of three straight premier-
ships in a row will be celebrat-
ed at the Phillip Island Foot-
ball Netball Club reunion next
weekend (July 30 and 31) along
with the Seniors 1951 and 1981
grand finals wins.

Three consecutive premier-
ship victories is no mean feat,
and the achievement has re-
mained unbeaten over the ensu-
ing four decades of PIFNC histo-
ry. The club pulled off a double
premiership in 1981, which was
a sensational year for island
football, with both the Seniors
and Reserves teams bringing
home grand final flags.

Captain-Coach for all three
reserves premierships was Gab-
by Fenech, with player Richie
Laing holding the unique dis-
tinction of playing in all three
grand final matches.

Gabby coached for six years
straight back in those days, tak-

The Reserves Premiership team! The club record set by the Phillip
Island Reserves Football team back in 1981 of three straight pre-
miership flags in a row still stands.

ing the reserves team into five

in 1975) and just missing a

fifth

1982.

Forty years down the track,
2021 is shaping up again as a re-
cord-breaking year for PIFNC.

The club with Phillip Island
seniors coach Beau Vernon at
the helm, is going for the hat
trick, having won seniors pre-
mierships in 2018 and 2019, and
on track to take out third con-
secutive victory in 2021. (Covid
thwarted the 2020 footy sea-
son).

The island is currently on top
of the seniors ladder; and the
Reserves side is well in conten-
tion for a flag, sitting solidly in
fourth position.

“While there is a focus on the
1951 and 1981 premierships, we
are hoping that club members
from every era will come along
for this Back to Weekend,” John
Weston, captain coach of the
1981 senior premiers, and co-
organiser of the weekend, said
last week.

“It really is a celebration of the

grand finals, winning four (one when the team went down in Club’s history.”

Phillip Island
Bridge club results

Monday, July 12 was week one
of the winter pairs red point event
with five tables competing.

Four pairs claimed points start-
ing with Deb Anglim and John
Sutton on 54.63.

Bron Sund and Hannah Martin
came third with 56.48 per cent.

Husband and wife team Don and

Trish Stewart-Uden laid down a
challenge for first place with 58.80
per cent but were beaten to the fin-
ish line by Lois Dywer and Anne
Gibson who scored 62.96 per cent.

Sadly, the second week of the
competition is cancelled until fur-
ther notice due to recent Covid re-
strictions.

On Wednesday, July 14, a small
cheerful group enjoyed a day’s
play. Paul Waylen and Karen
Klym were in the master points

with 55 per cent. Don and Trish
Stewart-Uden finished with 57.50
per cent. The stars of the day were
Bron Sund and Penny Loughran
with a whopping 75 per cent.

Covid once again keeps us at
home, so face to face bridge is can-
celled until further notice, how-
ever online sessions are available
on Wednesdays and Saturdays at
1pm. Please monitor the club web
page and your emails for updates.
Stay safe and well.

Euchre

- 6 wins.
Kelsall - 0 wins.

current members by SMS about fu-
ture nights.

173 388 for further details.

Men’s winner: Les Walton — 8 wins.
Women’s winner: Caroline Smith

Encouragement award: Graeme

Due to lockdown, Bob will advise

Please contact Bob Hee on 0418

Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09 Newhaven -0.31 | HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN BLACK
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12:15am
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1:50 pm
3.06m

7:26 pm
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1:26 am
2.64m
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2.69
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7:30 am
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9:16 pm
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All material is supplied in good faith and is believed to be correct. No responsibility or liability for errors or omissions is accepted.

THIS WEEKEND DRAWS

WEST GIPPSLAND COMPETITION

Round 15, Saturday July 24

CANCELLED

SOUTHERN GIPPSLAND
JUNIOR FOOTBALL COMPETITION
Round 11, Sunday July 25

CANCELLED

YOUTH GIRLS FOOTBALL COMPETITION
Round 8, Sunday July 25

CANCELLED

WEST GIPPSLAND
COMPETITION LADDERS

SENIOR FOOTBALL

w L % PTS

Phillip Island

10

Inverloch-Kongwak 9

Tooradin-Dalmore
Nar Nar Goon
Coralynn
Garfield

Bunyip

Kilcunda Bass
Korumburra-Bena
Koo Wee Rup
Dalyston

RESERVES FOOTBALL

Tooradin-Dalmore
Bunyip

Inverloch-Kongwak

Phillip Island
Nar Nar Goon
Cora Lynn

Koo Wee Rup

Warragul Industrials

Kilcunda Bass
Garfield
Korumburra-Bena
Dalyston

8
8
8
7
Warragul Industrials 5
4
3
2
1
1
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302.99
156.80
154.31
129.14
12317
1447
111.62
75.33
73.80
5410
48.00
3344

O O NO B WWWN =

o o

L %
384.56
343.87
172.86
172.33
153.40
145.23
103.06
9042
51.24
4440
2977
1819

00O 00 Ul Ul Ul A B WN -
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THIRDS FOOTBALL

Garfield

Inverloch-Kongwak

Nar Nar Goon
Phillip Island
Korumburra-Bena
Cora Lynn

Bunyip

Koo Wee Rup
Kilcunda Bass
Dalyston

Warragul Industrials

Tooradin-Dalmore

w
8
7
7
6
6
4
2
2
1
0
0
0

%
424.68
364.18
245.23
319.58
18110

8245
4510
66.93
1729
10.04
0.00
0.00

O wWwoOONOOUTWWNNOTm

FOURTHS FOOTBALL

Tooradin-Dalmore
Coralynn
Garfield

Inverloch-Kongwak

Phillip Island
Kilcunda Bass
Nar Nar Goon
Korumburra-Bena
Bunyip

Koo Wee Rup
Dalyston

Warragul Industrials

A-GRADE
Dalyston
Kor-Bena
Tooradin-Dal
Bunyip
Warragul Indus
NarNarGoon
Phillip Island
Inv-Kongwak
Koo Wee Rup
Cora Lynn
Garfield
Kilcunda Bass

B-GRADE
PhilliplIsland
Tooradin-Dal
Inv-Kongwak

Warragul Indus
Bunyip

Kor-Bena
Koo Wee Rup

Coralynn

Garfield
Dalyston
NarNarGoon
Kilcunda Bass

w

9
8
8
7
6
6
4
3
2
1
0
0

L %

0 1029.36
1 37735
2 35238
3 167.85
4 202.83
4 200.00
6 5899
7 3564
8 3070
9 2137
0 1067
0 000

NETBALL

%
180.99
176.68
13753
170.61
139.89

78.65
9170
7623
67.20
76.20
46
227

%
18779
152.62
117.38
1947
114.99
1202
101.09

8811
8012
8317
5544
58.89

C-GRADE
Inv-Kongwak
Dalyston
Bunyip
Coralynn
NarNarGoon
Koo Wee Rup
Warragul Indus
Tooradin-Dal
Phillip Island
Kor-Bena
Kilcunda Bass
Garfield

17 & UNDER
Inv-Kongwak
Koo Wee Rup
Phillip Island
Coralynn
Kor-Bena
Warragul Indus
Tooradin-Dal
Dalyston
Bunyip
NarNar Goon
Kilcunda Bass
Garfield

% WON
100.00
7778
7778
66.67
66.67
4444
25.00
22.22
14.29
0.00
0.00
0.00
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Siblings Ella and Jacob Solohub from Cowes Primary will both go through to the state competition to be held later this year.

Local kids off to state cross country

Jarvis McDonald of Newhaven
Primary School competed at the
Gippsland Region Cross Country
Championships last Thursday,
held at Lardner Park in Warra-
gul.

Jarvis ran in the 1l-year-old
boys race, on a muddy and hilly
three kilometre course in sunny
conditions, amongst 50 competi-
tions.

Jarvis was thrilled to place
10th, with the top 12 place getters
going through to compete at the
State Event to be held in the Yarra
Valley later this year.

“He loves running so much and
does it for fun, but he’s never put
much focus on training,” said
proud mum Kellie McDonald.

“This may change now!”

Jarvis raced alongside other
local friends, Jasper Saunders
(Cowes Primary School) and Aid-
en Smyth (Newhaven College).

Jasper led the field for much of

Jarvis McDonald of Newhaven
Primary placed 10th in the 11-year-
old boys race at the Gippsland
Region Cross Country Champion-
ships and will now go onto to
compete at the state titles.

Ava Blake from San Remo Pri-
mary competed at the Regional
Cross Country at Lardner Park,
coming 17th in a field of 50.

the course, finishing third and
receiving a medal for his great
efforts.

Other local students also per-
formed well at the event, includ-
ing Cowes Primary School sib-
lings Jacob and Ella Solohub,
who both made it through to the
state level.

Violet Robertson and Kate Mc-
Causland, from Cowes Primary
ran in the 9/10 girls division. Kate
placed third for a medal and will
also go to the state competition.

Harvey Strauchen from Ne-
whaven College is also heading
to the state event, after placing
seventh in the 12/13 boys event.

Ava Blake from San Remo Pri-
mary also competed at the Lard-
ner Park event, coming 17th in a
field of 50 runners.

Teacher Virginia Baxter said:
“We at San Remo Primary are so
proud of Ava’s efforts and wanted
to celebrate her achievement.”

Phillip Island bowls

Well, what a week it has been
down here on our beautiful is-
land.

We have managed to get some
bowls played before the gates
were once again slammed shut
for lockdown number 5 and
that nasty little germ called
COVID-19 made its presence
felt here.

Tuesday was a somewhat
cloudy and cool day as forty-
two players took to the green
for another round of Winter
Triples.

It was lovely to have players
from Inverloch, San Remo and
Wonthaggi join us and it was
the boys from Inverloch and
Wonthaggi, Giulio Marcolon-
go, Frank Cimino and Martin
Hannaford (Inverloch) that

HOME DELIVERY

Call your local
newsagency
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7722001100002

were our winners with a +22.

The runners up were Barrie
Goldsbury, Chris Fricke and
Karen Cashen who filled in for
the lovely Julia Pora.

A big thank you to our spon-
sors of the day Harvey Norman.

Thursday Social: What a
splendiferous day it was here
on the island for our social
bowlers to take to the green.

Winners of the day were
(skip) Lance Wearne, (second)
Reg Excell and (lead) Joan
Farmer.

Runners up were (skip) Nev-
ille Stevens, (second) Marg
Rogers and (lead) Rob Tyers.

A big thank you to Ray Pep-
per and Judy Christie our vol-
unteers for the day.

Well done everyone stay safe
and see you back in the green
again soon.

Midweek bowls

Midweek bowls was played at
Corinella with 28 happy bowlers on
a slow green which saw some very
short bowls that brought laughter.

Across the green it was a little
cool to start with but turned out
to be a perfect bowling day and
as usual everyone was in good
spirits and enjoying their bowl-
ing and the company.

Some high scores were record-
ed, winners 39 points, runners up
38 points and one game winners
19 points. Everyone was very
pleased with their performance.

Midweek bowls is a great atmo-
sphere with friendly people.

Thank you to Phil Wright who
served our drinks, always with a
smile and Sue and Phil for look-
ing after the kitchen, they are de-
voted members of Corinella that

look after the midweek bowlers
very well.

Thank you to our members
who brought in goods for the free
raffle table, we had some lovely
items. We also had two wrong
bias this week — Mr Rob Hill and
Pauline McWilliams.

Next week and the week after
(depending on lockdown) we will
play at San Remo two weeks in a
row as Tarwin Lower is not avail-
able. Therefore, please note that
on your calendar.

As usual 10.30am at the club for
an llam start. BYO lunch, two
games of twelve ends and maybe
something special for morning tea.

To register or for more informa-
tion, please contact our treasurer
Peter McWilliams on 5678 5974 the
night before coming and have a
great day of bowls and friendship.

See you on the green.

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO
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AND STAFF

20 KEMBLA ROAD, COWES

$880,000TO $930,000

* Holiday rental or large family home situated
in the Whytesands Estate

* Ducted central heating and refrigerated
cooling to entire home

* 6 bedrooms/4 bathrooms

17 MANNA GUM DRIVE, COWES

$750,000TO $790,000

* Large, bright modern home in Cowes
* Spacious deck opening off the kitchen
* 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms

170THOMPSON AVENUE, COWES

WE HAVE

CASH BUYERS
READYTO
PURCHASE
NOW!

RENTAL
PROPERTIES
URGENTLY
WANTED

WE HAVE QUALITY
TENANTS WAITING

I 13aThompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au

5952 2633

LK00237AA
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