-

Tyler Drager and Finn Munro burst through the rainbow water slide at the San Remo Primary School Colour Run, which raised over 515,000 for a new playground. Photo: Regina Magner, Magner Media.

More details and photos on page Z8.

Millions lost on local pokies

GAMBLING

In the last financial year, over $19
million dollars was lost in poker
machines across Bass Coast Shire.

Of that, $6.7 million was lost
at the Phillip Island RSL.

With 58 licenced gaming ma-
chines, the club has the dubious
honour of the highest player loss
per machine of any venue in the
shire (approximately $115,500
per machine).

The RSL recorded the high-
est loss in the shire, equal to the
Wonthaggi Club, which has 68
machines, and an annual loss
per machine of $98,500.

To receive gambling tax con-
cessions, clubs are required to

spend at least 8.33 per cent of the
proceeds of gambling on com-
munity purposes, known as the
Community Benefits Scheme.

Figures from the Victorian
Gambling and Casino Control
Commission show that in the past
few years, despite Phillip Island
RSL claiming a community ben-
efit of between 35 and 42 per cent
of its poker machine revenue, the
bulk of the revenue is being allo-
cated to operational costs.

Phillip Island is one of many
(but not all) clubs in Victoria that
claim operating costs as part of
their community benefit. This
is legal under the scheme, but is
strongly criticised by anti-gam-
bling crusaders like Tim Costello.

S FULLY SECURED - FULL SURVEILLANCE e,

Ray White Phillip Island

41 Thompson Avenue, Cowes
5952 2799

COWESBOAT

CARAVANRVSTORAGE

24 hr Video
Surveillance

PH: 03 5952 3922 |

In a recent interview with
The Guardian Australia, CEO
of Wesley Mission, Stu Cameron
echoed the sentiments, saying
the scheme had never worked.

“It was a cynical attempt by
the clubs gambling industry to
create the perception they were
giving something back to the
community, but it was all smoke
and mirrors,” Cameron says.

Figures released by the
VGCCC earlier this year showed
while RSLsin Victoria made more
than $163 million from gambling
in the previous financial year,
just $8.4 million was given back
to the community through dona-
tions, gifts and sponsorship.

The venues were also criti-

@ FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND
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FREE MARKET APPRAISAL

RENTALS
HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION

WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU

cised for claiming a community
benefit for programs (such as
meal subsidies) that encouraged
people back into the venue and
to the poker machines.

In recent months, a group of 18
Victorian councils called for the
state government to overhaul the
tax minimisation scheme for pok-
er machine venues, joining the
Alliance for Gambling Reform to
campaign for legislative changes
to reduce gambling harm.

In October, every Victorian
council supported a motion re-
questing the government review
the scheme, so that revenue raised
from poker machines was invest-
ed back into the community.

A Victorian Parliamentary

VYyS£ezoor

enquiry released last week has
asked the government to review
the “purpose of the community
benefits arrangements and what
percentage of gaming revenue is
being redirected into the com-
munity, as opposed to being
spent on operational expenses”.

It has also recommended the
government consider replacing
the existing community benefits
arrangements with a “publicly
managed fund targeted towards
reducing and preventing gam-
bling harm”.

Local impact

While calls for change are grow-
ing louder at a state level, in Bass

Continued page 12

A FABULOUS FLOORING EXPERIENCE

Q 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 03 5952 1488
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REALITY TV

Bass Coast Shire planners have ap-
proved the planning permit for Channel
9’s The Block in record time.

The permit was lodged on October 17
and approved on November 27, which is
just under half the required 60 statutory
planning days, and considerably less
than some other delayed permits.

The rapid response was noted by some
wags on social media, with Matthew re-
marking he wanted a vegie garden on his
nature strip and it “took longer for the
council to turn up and have a look than
this mob’s permit”.

The permit is for the $3.3 million con-
struction of five dwellings and removal
of vegetation on the property at 113-119
Justice Road, which has a vegetation pro-
tection overlay.

As previously reported a shire plan-
ning spokesperson told the Advertiser
in 2010 the property was the subject of a
development plan overlay (DPO), which
sits above the planning permit.

They said a DPO meant the permit
was exempt from public advertising,
with about 25 DPOs applying to land

Cr Ronnie Bauer
for the Island Ward,
Bass Coast Shire

PO Box 996 Cowes 3922
Tel: 0439 535 282

email: Ron.Bauer@basscoast.vic.gov.au
Authorised by Ronnie Bauer, PO Box 996, Cowes 3922

NEWS

SESE PR PR SESES
Block permit approved

across Bass Coast including the pro-
posed Grantville supermarket and the
Seagrove Estate in Cowes.

Shire mayor Clare Le Serve said they
were “proud” to have been chosen by the
producers.

“We are looking forward to hosting
The Block and showcasing the desirabil-
ity of Bass Coast to live in, holiday and
do business,” she said.

“It’s also great news for local business-
es providing materials, local workers
looking for work and food and accom-
modation providers who will look after
the large production crew that work on
the show for many months.”

Reaction

While residents have questioned wheth-
er local trades would be used, according
to The Block builders are typically not
able to work on consecutive seasons and
the show’s producers say they “love giv-
ing local trades a leg up”.

Contestants must hire their own
trades, the only time trades are brought
in by someone else is when a sponsor is
involved.

Channel 9 confirmed the 20th season
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91-97 Thompson Avenue
Tuesday, 12 December
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Has your child missed their
secondary school vaccinations?

We're running catch-up sessions for any adolescent who may have missed
vaccinations including Human Papillomavirus (HPV) and Meningococcal
ACWY. The HPV vaccine is available to anyone up to and including age 25.
Routine vaccinations are free under the National Immunisation Program.

Wonthaggi

Old Wonthaggi Post Office

Cnr McBride Avenue and Watt St
Tuesday, 19 December

4.00pm —5.30pm

Please book online at www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/immunisation

For more information please contact Council on 1300 BCOAST (226 278) or
(03) 5671 2211 or immunisation@basscoast.vic.gov.au 5
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Work on The Block has begun. A shire planning spokeswoman told the Advertiser in 2010 the property was
the subject of a development plan overlay, which meant the permit was exempt from public advertising.

of the reality TV show in 2024 would be
on Phillip Island.

The property is home to the former Is-
land Cove Villas, which could accommo-
date 56 guests on 2.5 acres with a pool,
tennis court, and barbecue pavilion.

Island Cove Villas - bought by the
previous owners in 2017 for more than
$2 million - was on the market this year
for $9.5 million. The Block producers re-
cently abandoned the show’s production

at Daylesford after locals looked to take
the planning application to VCAT.

Locals have hotly debated the ben-
efits and disadvantages of having the TV
show filmed on the island, with many
last week declaring “meh: who cares?”.

Fan Amanda, though, last week said
she “can’t wait”.

“Someone should start up a Phillip Is-
land The Block Group so those of us that
are keen don’t annoy everyone else.”

Police presence

Local police reported a
quiet weekend on Phillip
Island and across Bass
Coast. Extra police have
been rostered on to deal
with the Schoolies cel-
ebrations and upcoming
holidays. Police believe
an increased visible pres-
ence in the area contrib-
uted to the good behav-
iour.

Schoolies

Police said behaviour of
schoolies over the second
week of the end of school
celebrations has been
good. Estimated num-

POLICE

BRIEES

bers were around 500 and
there were no major issues
reported. Senior Sergeant
Brent Muir said it was
“business as usual from a
policing perspective”.

Number plates

Two number plates were
stolen from a black
Hyundai parked outside
a house in Barramundi
Avenue, Smiths Beach,
between 5pm on Novem-

Woolamai on Monday
night, assisting in a
search for a missing per-
son. An elderly male with
dementia had wandered
off a walking track in
bushland and was safely
located.

Graffiti
A man is back in police
custody after graffitiing a
building in Cowes.

The 37-year-old was

ber 29 and 7.30am on No-  previously arrested
vember 30. and charged with eight

. counts of criminal dam-
Helicopter age and other offences,

A police helicopter was
deployed across Cape

Cardboard
belongs in your
yellow-lidded
Recycling bin

[=:

including displaying a
Nazi symbol.
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Change for Sam launches
family violence safety alarms

FUNDRAISER

The Phillip Island group formed
following the death of Sam Fra-
ser has partnered with one of
Australia’s biggest charities to
roll out free personal security
alarms to family violence vic-
tims and survivors.

And an online fundraising
campaign has been launched
with a goal of raising $10,000 to
create a loan library of the 24/7
security monitored alarms.

The alarm plan comes af-
ter convicted murderer Adrian
Basham was earlier this year
given a life sentence, with 30
years non-parole, for staging
the suicide of the mother of their
three children, Sam Fraser, at
her Cowes garage on July 23,
2018.

Change for Sam - which
works to prevent deaths from
family violence - has used funds
so far raised by the community
to purchase the personal alarms,
but plans to buy more through a
GoFundMe campaign.

Change for Sam director and
Sam’s friend Lija Matthews said
they would be working with The
Salvation Army, who will hand
out the alarms to family violence
victim/survivors.

“We have put together a loan
library of alarms and have part-
nered with The Salvation Army
who will be distributing the
alarms to their clients,” Lija said,
adding areas serviced included
Bass Coast, the LaTrobe Valley,
and Mornington Peninsula.

“We are able to fund these

alarms through all our generous
donations to date, but we dream
of more donations to add to the
library and make a bigger differ-
ence.

“If Sam had owned one of
these, things may have been dif-
ferent.”

The alarms are similar to per-
sonal medical alarms: a small
pendant that can be clipped on to
a bag or worn around the neck.

When pressed an alert is sent
to a security company who can
then hear and record what is
occurring and can notify emer-
gency services.

“The person who presses the
button only receives a vibration
to know it has worked,” Lija
said.

“Anything that is taped can
be used as admissible evidence.”

She added that once used,
the information on each alarm
could be wiped and then re-used
and re-monitored for the next
person.

“The fear and anxiety of be-
ing alone and vulnerable is ex-
cruciating and by providing
these alarms we hope to reduce
anxiety and fear by knowing
help is available 24/7 at the
touch of a button.

“Leaving a toxic relationship
is extremely traumatic and dif-
ficult and we hope by having ac-
cess to free alarms victim sur-
vivors will feel a little safer and
have an added layer of security
on their healing process.

“Family violence is rife and
we need to make a tangible dif-
ference to those in need.”

Channel 9's journalist and camera man filming Lija Matthews following the launch of the GoFundMe campaign.

Change

Lija, who gave evidence at the
Basham Supreme Court trial,
said the team had been working
behind the scenes during the
trial to make positive change,
including linking organisations
to stop the disconnection in ser-
vices.

“We want there to be one
place people can get informa-
tion, so they know where to go
and get answers to questions,”
she said.

“We want to make sure any-
one who needs help doesn’t feel
alone, their voice is being heard

Change For Sam
alarm fundraiser

“She had two mobile phones with her
but was not able to get to them. If she had

FAMILY VIOLENCE

Paul Bruders was the Victoria Police Bass
Coast commander at the time of Sam Fra-
ser’s death. Now retired, Paul is a board
director of the charity that bears her

name, Change for Sam.

“It’s something that happened that
should not have happened,” Paul said of
Ms Fraser’s murder by her estranged hus-

band Adrian Basham in 2018.

“I now want to make sure I do what I

can to stop family violence.”

Paul said the safety alarm (see separate
story) was discreet and would have given
Ms Fraser an opportunity to contact police.

“Police respond to these types of duress
alarm notifications from the monitoring

companies as a priority job.”

Change for Sam director Lija Matthews
said she wished Sam had had an alarm.

said.

this, she could have pressed it and the rel-
evant authorities would be notified,” Lija

“At least we would have known that

Adrian Basham was there and what he

was saying.

“The morning after Sam died I thought
why did this happen? There’s no reason

for her death so how can we turn this into

a positive. Sam wanted to make changes

in the family violence area and so I hope

she’d be proud.”

Change for Sam is hoping to raise
$10,000 through an online fundraising
GoFundMe campaign to create a loan lib-
rary of the 24/7 security monitored alarms.

To donate to the fundraiser go to

Change for Sam

www.gofundme.com/ and search for

tored alarms.

and they know where to find
help.”

Lija said she has struggled
each day Sam has gone.

“Imiss my friend Sam beyond
belief and Change for Sam is so
dedicated to making a differ-
ence to try and avoid this type
of tragedy happening again.

“She is one of the statistics
and there’s got to be something
positive to come out of this.”

About 60 per cent of adult
female victims of homicide in
Australia are killed by their
current or former intimate
party, according to the Austra-
lian Institute of Criminology’s

National Homicide Monitoring
Program.

Details: www.changeforsam.
com.au/

1800Respect is the national sex-
ual assault, domestic and family
violence counselling and informa-
tion referral service, available 24
hours a day, every day of the year.
www.1800respect.org.au

The Orange Door is a free support
service for adults, children and
young people who are experienc-
ing or have previously experienced
family violence.

1800 319 354
www.orangedoor.vic.gov.au

Former Bass Coast police inspector Paul Bruders holding one of the 24/7 personal security moni-

$24 000 to Support Students in Your Communities

Last week, eight students from Year 9 at Bass Coast College - San Remo and

Newhaven College received a San Remo, Cowes and Grantville Community Bank
scholarship worth $1000 each per year, for three years, to go towards educational
supplies. We appreciate our local secondary schools for their wonderful support.

And you, for supporting us to support your local community!

Av188z0Q[

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773
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CEA champions honoured

COMMUNITY

Murray Johnston has just two
words to sum up his 45 years of
service to the CFA.

“I survived,” says Murray,
who served for a chunk of that
time in Beaconsfield before
moving to Phillip Island about a
decade ago.

“There are lots of memories:
watching houses burn down
in Ash Wednesday and feeling
powerless to do anything about
it because the fire was so intense.

“There have also been funny
things: rescuing a pet parrot up
a tree or a dog fallen down a gi-
ant hole.”

Murray was recently award-
ed a 45-year life medal in the
Phillip Island Fire Brigade’s an-
nual award celebrations at the
Cowes Yacht Club, which saw
the 57 members come together
to celebrate a year that has seen
157 call outs.

Murray received his medal,
alongside 16-year-old Georgia
Anderson, who was given the in-
augural Kipp Stratmann award,
and Sue Quarrell, who was the
Artie Murdoch Fire Fighter of
the Year.

Murray joined in 1974 when
he was 24 years of age, an era
when training involved “learn-
ing by doing” and equipment
was “so different than today’s
state of the art gear and tactics”.

He says he has continued for
nearly five decades in the role
because of the camaraderie.

“It’s like a family, we look af-
ter each other.

“I don’t think I ever question
it. What we do is fantastic be-
cause we help people on what is
most likely the worst day of their
lives.”

And does he plan on hanging
up his helmet any time soon?

“As long as I can pass the fit-
ness test I'll stay, and then I'll be-
come non-operational support.

“Being a CFA volunteer is
part of my life.”

Georgia

The week after Georgia Ander-
son turned 16 earlier this year,
she applied to become a CFA
volunteer.

“l want to pursue a career
with Fire Rescue Victoria when
I'm older,” says Georgia, from
Rhyll, who was given the inau-
gural Kipp Stratmann award for
her commitment and selfless-
ness to the job.

“I've always wanted to do
something to help people. Origi-
nally I wanted to be a nurse but I
find this so rewarding now.”

Georgia’s dad Tim and her
grandfather Max Hodges are both
volunteers with the Phillip Island
brigade and they acted as “role
models” for her career choice.

“I've grown up seeing him
(dad) fight fires and I've always
looked up to him.”

Georgia says none of her
friends in year 11 at Newhaven
College volunteer and were ini-
tially “shocked” by the choice,
but they are “very supportive”.

So far she has been called out
to about 14 jobs, including one at
midnight on a school night.

“I went to school the next day.
I'm learning as I'm volunteering,
because it’s what I want to do
when I'm older, so it’s risk ver-
sus reward.”

She’s yet to face a big blaze,
but admits the concept is a “bit
scary”.

“But you are not alone. The
people at this brigade are great
at ensuring I don’t feel anxious.”

Sue

It’s often been said that given the
number of volunteer CFA mem-
bers in the family, the Quarrells
could operate a fire truck single-
handedly.

Sue - who volunteers along-
side her husband Terry, daugh-
ter Bec, and Bec’s husband Joe -
says it makes a sometimes tough
job that much easier.

“We always have at home
support,” says Sue, who was the

Sue Quarrell, Georgia Anderson, and Murray Johnston were all recognised with individual awards at the CFA’s annual

presentation night recently.

Artie Murdoch Fire Fighter of
the Year, for displaying the val-
ues of the island’s longest-serv-
ing volunteer (mateship, integri-
ty, teamwork and commitment).

“If there’s a bad job we all get
together and are able to support
one another.”

Sue - who is a dispensary
technician alongside Bec at Terry
White pharmacy in Cowes — was
welfare officer for six years at
Phillip Island until stepping back
from the role earlier this year.

While she and Terry have
been here for seven years, previ-
ously they were volunteers with
the Kalorama-Mt Dandenong
CFA for 22 years, which includ-
ed serving on Black Saturday.

“We actually decided to join
because — years ago — we were
evacuated from a fire. It was just
something you did up there, be-

coming part of a community.
“The CFA itself is a great
family, serving a vital role in

the community, but I enjoy

it

because our family itself is in-

volved.”

Save the date: CFA new
fire station open day

The community are invited to
the official opening of the new
$2.2 million Cowes fire station
on Saturday, December 9.

The station, at 110 Ventnor
Road, was finished mid-year,
and with CFA members now
settled in the station will be of-
ficially opened at 1lam, with
the community day running
from 12.30pm to 4pm.

Captain Lino Drazzi de-

scribed the new build as a
“dream”, making the work of the
57 firefighting volunteers (45 op-
erational) considerably easier.

“Everything is under one roof,
members love it,” Lino said.

“Everything is safer, clean-
er and more efficient.”

Correction: Last week the Adver-
tiser incorrectly stated the open
day was Sunday December 9.

HandleyéfAnderson

FUNERAL

DIRECTORS

Main

Servicing South Gippsland & Phiilip Island

Locally owned and operated by
Scott & Sharon Anderson 5672 1074

Caring and personal 24 hour Service

office Wonthaggi

3085 Loch-Wonthaggi Road, Wonthaggi
(P.O Box 35, Wonthaggi)

Cowes office (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171

Email: info@handafunerals.com.au
www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au
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Rick North - Servicing Phillip Island & Surrounding Areas
Phone: 5678 5190 - Factory 1, 60 Genista St, San Remo
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Newhaven boat ramp upgrade plans released

ANGLING

Boaties are being spoilt for choice
with a new draft plan for a multi-
million-dollar upgrade of the Ne-
whaven boat ramp out for public
comment —the third Phillip Island
ramp upgrade in as many years.

A drop-in session will be held at

the Newhaven Yacht Squadron

on Thursday, December 7, 4pm —
7pm, with feedback also through
an online survey, which closes on

January 19, 2024.

The upgrade, which is in its
early stages with no budget or
construction timeline as yet, will
include:
¢ A boat ramp extension;

e A third boat ramp lane;

e Heavy duty pontoon, with
gangway, as well as a fixed
jetty with a lower landing;

e More car-trailer unit (CTU)
parking - currently there are 48
formal and informal car-trailer
parks, with the upgrade set to
create a total of 56;

e Two rigging bays, a Boating
Victoria camera and the exist-
ing fish cleaning tables will be
relocated.

In a major upgrade there will
be an extension to the seawall
and rock revetement, as well as a
path and beach access ramp.

Better Boating Victoria (BBV)
said they had commissioned
environmental assessments to
inform the concept designs and
“would progress the necessary
approvals before any work is un-
dertaken”.

According to BBV, the ramp
upgrade includes a dredge area
to create better access for boaters

at arange of tides.

BBV said the size and shape of
the dredged area, and frequency
of dredging, would be based on
“further advice from maritime
engineers taking into account
user needs, environmental im-
pacts and available funding”.

Upgrade

Currently the ramp includes
a two-lane concrete boat ramp,
jetty, fish cleaning facilities, and
parking.

Problems boaties encounter
with the current ramp include a
lack of space and configuration
of berthing and tie up points; lim-
ited car-trailer unit parking; tide
restrictions, particularly at low
tide; and the existing jetty poses
access challenges.

“With upgrades at Cowes and
Rhyll completed, we’re develop-
ing plans to improve the Newhav-
en ramp and provide boaters
with another user-friendly loca-
tion to get out onto Western Port
or head offshore,” a BBV spokes-
person said.

“Boaters use the ramp year-
round with usage increasing sig-
nificantly from spring through to
early autumn.”

BBV said the plans had been
developed with coastal engineers
and a range of user groups, along
with ramp manager Bass Coast
Shire, to identify improvements.

The spokesperson said feed-
back indicated the ramp required
more parking to cater for peak
periods, had a deteriorating jetty
with a lack of space for boats to
be tied up, and on-water access at
lower tides was limited.

“To address this, concept
plans propose building a third
ramp lane to improve capacity,
extending the ramp into deeper
water and replacing the existing
jetty with a gangway and floating
pontoon.”

Local response

In a letter to the editor in this
week’s paper, resident Patricia
writes Newhaven often has traf-
fic issues involving boat trailer
parking during summer and the
proposal would “do little to im-
prove the amenity of the village”.

“The proposed dredged area
may well adversely affect other
tidal water flows in the area, af-
fecting other small beach areas,”
she said. On social media, Vanna
commented she hoped it would
be “a better outcome than Cowes
Anderson boat ramp outcome”
(see separate story) and Matt
asked BBV “will you listen?”.

Luke suggested a second
cleaning table: “other than that it
looks good”.

Some had grand plans.

Timbo said the whole chan-
nel should be wider and deeper
around the ramp.

Dean suggested rock on the
south side of the jetty be dug out
to “turn it into a deep section so
it can be accessed at any time,
instead of having a jetty that can
only be accessed from both sides
at high tide.

“Dig the whole lot out and put
floating pontoons all the way
over to the restaurant and turn it
into a something,” he added.

Details: betterboating.vic.gov.
au/consultations/newhaven/

-

COURT

day at the County Court.

failure”.

appear before the court.

Criminal proceedings against former
Newhaven College teacher Kirk Skin-
ner were delayed last week after the
former music director was hospitalised.

Earlier this year Mr Skinner pleaded
guilty to crimes that spanned three de-
cades and two schools, which was listed
for a pre-sentence hearing last Wednes-

Mr Skinner faces potential jail time
following the guilty plea, which relates
to eight sex offences against six victims
during his time as a teacher at Newhav-
en College in the 2010s and previously at
Caulfield Grammar in the 1980s.

Young victims were expected to
speak about the impact of his crimes
on their lives, but were told the pre-sen-
tence hearing had been delayed after Mr
Skinner was hospitalised on November
24 with a “serious medical condition”
that included “acute rental and cardiac

Judge Daniel Holding said it was
“totally unsatisfactory” the defence le-
gal team had not provided information
about the seriousness of the condition
and a date Mr Skinner would be “fit to
attend” court, adding there had been
“media interest in the case and victims
were likely to be in attendance”.

“It’s not clear when those conditions
will allow him to appear before the
court,” Judge Holding told victims.

Defence barrister Tim McCulloch ex-
plained “getting a medical report out of
a hospital” could be difficult and if re-
quired he would subpoena a doctor to

“My instructor ... has endeavoured to

Skinner hospitalised,
court hearing delayed

get as much information out of the hos-
pital as possible,” Mr McCulloch said.

Judge Holding responded “IT hope that
is right”, suggesting the defence write to
the hospital saying the “court can only
adjourn under certain conditions”.

The question of whether Mr Skinner
was fit for task was also raised.

“Who cares whether he is fit for
tasks,” Judge Holding said, adding it
only mattered whether Mr Skinner, 63,
could “sit in the back in the dock in a

stable condition”.

were lifted in October.

The court heard Mr Skinner, current-
ly in the ICU, was also in remission for
non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma with compli-
cations, and the judge said other offend-
ers in custody with serious conditions
were provided “appropriate” medical
services by Corrections Victoria.

“Given his background of health is-
sues ... there are questions of life expec-
tancy involved,” Mr McCulloch said.

The judge extended Mr Skinner’s
bail. The matter will return to the Coun-
ty Court for a mention on December 19,
when a new date would be made for the
pre-sentence hearing, likely in January.

Following this, Mr Skinner will be
handed a date for sentencing, where he
will learn whether he will be sent to jail.

Mr Skinner was originally charged
in February 2020 by the Morwell Sexual
Offences and Child Abuse Investigation
Team and he faced three separate trials
for offences that occurred across mul-
tiple locations, including Phillip Island,
Woolamai and Wonthaggi.

But from mid-2022, three separate
suppression orders were in place, which
prevented any media coverage. These

Under this new draft concept plan for an upgrade of the Newhaven boat ramp,
there will be a dredge area to create better access for boaters at a range of
tides, an extension to the seawall and rock revetment, alongside a third boat
ramp lane, ramp extension and pontoon.
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To celebrate the new look,
the Phillip Island and San Remo Advertiser has
5 x $100 Woolworths gift cards
to give away to readers!

We are giving away $100 per day starting
Thursday, December 14 to Monday December 18.

Send your name, address and phone number to
sport@pisra.com.au for your chance to win!
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Your new look neighbourhood food store

Discover a fresh produce department, bakery, deli and more at your freshly renovated Woolworths Cowes.

e’re excited to announce
our fresh new look store
is complete. You'll find
our same friendly team
and a large fresh food department
offering everything from Asustralian
fruit and veg to the Odd Bunch range.

We have a great, convenient range

with our new deli, with cured meats
sliced to order.

We’ve got everything you need for
a party platter, plus a fantastic selection
of Australian and imported cheeses.

Walk past our bakery and explore
the delicious range of bread, including

divine and are made with Australian
wheat flour.

Just a small taste of what you'll
discover at our fresh new look
Woolworths Cowes.

You’ll find us located at

. , . crusty loaves, sliced white to wholemeal Cowes Shopping Centre,
that is easy to shop. You’ll fall in love rolls. Our artisan-style breads are 17133 Thompsgn Ave.
Bread baked daily foryou : Saycheese Sensational seafood Direct to boot service

Our new bakery offers artisan-style
bread and sweet treats every day of
the week.

We can cut and wrap any cheese
. from our brand new cheese selection.

market.

Discover your new local seafood

Order online and have our personal

shoppers bring your groceries direct
. to your boot. Plus, order before Iym
. for pick up that afternoon.

(P041224V3PIA
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Sand still accumulates in large amounts on the Cowes
ramp, with this photo attracting comments on social media.

Cowes ramp continued teething problems

ANGLING

Boaties continue to
voice concerns with the
upgraded Cowes boat
ramp, including sand
accumulation bogging
cars.

However, contrac-
tors last week erected
end of ramp safety
markers, while Bass
Coast Shire confirmed
sand cleaning was con-
tinuing “which was al-
ways an expectation”.

Cr Ronnie Bauer
last week inspected the
ramp and gave quali-
fied approval, saying he
was “proud of the ramp
—almost”.

He said he was con-
cerned there was no
safety light on the end
of the jetty, to avoid a
night collision.

Cr Bauer said he was
surprised the concrete
had already cracked
along the ramp, but he

L
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was pleased contrac-
tors had rectified sever-
al problems, including
end of ramp markers,
and immediately re-
moving rocks at the
end of the ramp left af-
ter construction.

He agreed the up-
grade had not resolved
sand piling on the
ramp.

“Sand will always
be there because of the
forces of nature. I can’t
ever see that problem
being solved.”

Vic commented on
Better Boating Victo-
ria’s Facebook page
that “you can now see
us all struggling with
the sand covering the
entire ramp”.

A few wusers said
trees were obscuring
the live camera view of
the ramp.

Sally and several
others said sand build
up was expected and

Tue

NEWS

Cr Ronnie Bauer with contractors last week at the Ander-

son Road boat ramp.

the upgrade was “work-
ing a treat”.

“No one said the
sand would no longer
need to be cleared but
the main part of the
ramp is still more user
friendly,” Sally said.

Response
A shire spokesperson
said “so far the ramp
has been performing
better than expected”.
“However cleaning
is still required which
was always an expec-
tation. The depth of
drift and coverage has
reduced since the up-
grade and it is perform-
ing better than prior to
the upgrade occurring,”
the spokesperson said.
“Previously it was
cleaned regularly and
this will be required to
continue. The frequen-
cy of cleaning will fluc-
tuate with the dynamic
conditions of a beach

ISLAND VOICE PRESE
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access ramp.”

They said the ramp
was inspected most
days, and “no more
than three days apart”.

“Since opening, sand
removal has been per-
formed as required.
When sand is accumu-
lating it has generally
been in the middle to
lower left portion of the
ramp and of a shallow
nature.

“Ramp users must
check the beach ramp
for condition and suit-
ability prior to using
the facility.

“Users of the facil-
ity should also factor
in their towing capac-
ity with the change in
grade of the ramp.

The shire does not
have a contract for the
Cowes boat ramp and
uses several contrac-
tors “and/or internal
resources to perform
sand removal works”.

Carols by the Bay on December 12 will kick of f with free carnival rides and chil-

dren’s entertainment, from 5pm.

Community, carols
and Christmas cheer

ENTERTAINMENT

Carols by the Bay returns to
the Cowes foreshore on Decem-
ber 12.

Organised by Island Voice,
President Peter Paul said the
evening is a wonderful chance
for the community to come to-
gether, with free entertainment
designed to provide a fantastic
family night out.

“Come down to the amphi-
theatre on the foreshore, bring a
chair, a blanket and basket and
enjoy this wonderful communi-
ty event,” he said.

Free carnival rides and face
painting, as well as other chil-
dren’s entertainment is running
from 5pm.

Carols will kick off at 7.30pm.

There will also be five lucky

sday 12th December- 2024
COWES FORESHORE

prize draws throughout the
evening.

The arrival of Santa at 6pm
(until 7pm) on an old fire truck is
sure to raise the excitement lev-
els even higher, before the carols
performances start at 7.30pm.

Peter said this year’s perfor-
mance will include some old fa-
vourites as well as new singers.

Performers include the Sis-
ters and Misters choir, Peter Bu-
itenhuis, Rock House, Natasha
Crestani and school choirs from
Cowes Primary and Our Lady
Star of the Sea.

During the evening, volun-
teers will be out with collection
tins, raising money to support the
oncology ward of the new com-
munity hospital when it opens.

The event will culminate in
spectacular fireworks at 9.30pm.

yVESEZ00r

S5pm Childrens Entertainment | 7:30pm Carols | 9:30pm Fireworks

Courtesy of Bass Coast Shire
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A proposed pathway from Redwood Drive to Coghlan Road. Indicative alignment shown, with alignment to be confirmed
through the feasibility and design process.

Connecting Cowes and Rhyll

TRACKS AND TRAILS

The Cowes to Rhyll Shared Path
project aims to connect Rhyll
to the main township of Cowes
and improve pedestrian access
in the community.

Bass Coast Shire Council said
the work will provide a safe, off-
road link between the two ar-
eas increasing health and well-
being, reducing vehicle traffic
and continued expansion of our
tracks and trails network.

“The Trail will also create a
new nature-based tourism visi-
tor attraction, providing access
to the unique experience of walk-
ing and cycling in Bass Coast,” a
council spokesperson said.

This project was previously
identified in Councils’ Aspira-
tional Pathways Plan and is now

part of Council’s newly adopted

Track and Trails strategy.

Stage 4 of the project is now
underway, which will provide the
connection from the top of Red-
wood Drive to Coghlan Road.

In an update on its engage-
basscoast website, the council
said it will now commence the
feasibility and design process
for this path alignment.

To determine the best align-
ment, Council stated it must
undertake a number of tasks,
including;:

e Determining the land owner
of the site (if not Council), and
seeking approval to proceed
with project

¢ Undertaking Cultural Heri-
tage Due Diligence/Cultural
Heritage Management Plan

e Seeking consent for coastal

projects under the Marine and
Coastal Act

¢ Considering any planning
overlays affecting the site

e Considering the best path
surface for the location. It
must meet requirements of the
outcomes of the path plan-
ning tasks listed in the points
above, as well as providing a
level of service that meets the
needs of users. It should also
be an appropriate surface from
a maintenance perspective.

Council said design work will
now start.

Further updates on this proj-
ect will be posted online as the
feasibility and design process
continues at engage.basscoast.
vic.gov.au/cowes-rhyll-path-
way-stage-5-redwood-drive-
coghlan-road

Delays to development?

CULTURAL HERITAGE

Bass Coast Shire Council has
said to date there have been
no delays to development proj-
ects due to the Bunurong Land
Council Aboriginal Corpora-
tion (BLCAC) being placed in
administration.

A special administrator,
Peter McQuoid was appointed
on September 11 by the Office
of the Registrar of Aborigi-
nal and Torres Strait Islander
Corporations and will remain
in place until March 15, 2024.

Last week The Age news-
paper reported development
projects across the state faced
delays of up to five months, as
the corporation was currently
not able to produce cultural
heritage management plans.

The BLCAC area covers
from Melton to the Mornington
Peninsula and into Gippsland,
including Bass Coast.

As the registered aborigi-
nal party BLCAC is respon-
sible for managing cultural
heritage inspections and man-
agement plans in the area.

According to The Age, nei-
ther Kingston nor Morning-
ton Peninsula councils were
aware of any delays due to the
corporation being placed in
administration.

The state opposition called
for a Parliamentary Inquiry
into the Aboriginal Heritage
Act 2006 in light of the poten-
tial delays.

The Leader of The Nation-
als and Shadow Minister for
Aboriginal  Affairs, Peter

Walsh, moved to establish the
inquiry, saying it was clear the
land council’s assessment of
cultural heritage management
plans was at a standstill until
at least April next year.
“While it is important to
protect Aboriginal cultural
heritage, this must be done in
a timely way that doesn’t im-
pose unreasonable time con-
straints or costs onto develop-
ment in Victoria,” he said.

Administration

In September, announcing the
appointment of Mr McQuoid,
the Office of the Registrar of In-
digenous Corporations (ORIC)
said special administration
provides “early proactive regu-
latory assistance when a cor-
poration experiences financial
or governance difficulties”.

At the time, a spokesperson
from ORIC said it was “business
as usual at the corporation”.

“The special administra-
tor has taken on the role and
responsibilities of the board;
all the former board positions
have been vacated.”

A corporate advisory group
(CAG) has been established
to contribute to the “strategy,
leadership and commercial
oversight of BLCAC”.

Mr McQuoid said at the end
of the administration period,
members of CAG would have
a “vital role in shaping the
new Bunurong Board”.

The CAG members are Ter-
ry Atkinson, Anthony Egan,
Lisa Rea, Kerry Romney, Jil-
lian West and Zoe Upton.
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Warley Hospital 100th birthday this week

HISTORY

Marking the 100th birthday of Warley
Hospital, historic plaques which docu-
ment the history of the hospital have
been retrieved and restored.

The Phillip Island Hospital and Medi-
cal Group (PIMHAG) have tracked down
the historic plaques which have been
beautifully restored at the Phillip Island’s
Men’s Shed by member Marcus Blake.

They are being mounted on Baltic pine
timber at the Shed and will be placed on
permanent display as a feature inside the
new Cowes Community Hospital when it
opens in late 2024.

Next to the plaques will be a brief his-
tory of Warley Hospital, documenting the
important role of the hospital in the Phil-
lip Island community from 1923 to 2008.

The project is a particular labour of
love for Men’s Shed co-ordinator Brian
Walmsley, with two of his daughters born
at Warley. Interestingly, both have gone
on to work in the health industry.

Kim is the director of Pharmacy at
Bass Coast Health, and Clare is 2 IC at
Connect 2 in Wonthaggi, an organisation
that assists people with disabilities.

Warley history

Warley Bush Nursing Hospital served
the Phillip Island and San Remo commu-
nities for 85 years, providing vital health
services for local residents from the day it
first opened in 1923, until 2008.

Island benefactors William and Lucy
Thompson had purchased the beautiful
home of Robert Walpole for the commu-
nity, for use as a hospital, in 1923.

It was then up to the community to
equip, furnish and run it, a challenge tak-
en on with gusto by successive genera-
tions over the next eight decades.

Community fund raising and patient
fees were required to cover all opera-
tional costs ... and fundraising and work-
ing bees became a hallmark of Warley’s
operation, continuing through to its final
years.

Sister Marron, an excellent qualified
general and maternity nurse who had
served in World War 1, was the first ma-
tron of the hospital, arriving on Novem-
ber 1, 1923, with the official opening by
the president of the Victorian Bush Nurs-

ing Association (VBNA) Lady Eliza Fra-
ser Mitchell OBE taking place five weeks
later, on December 8.

Warley was in fact the first Bush Nurs-
ing Hospital to be established in Victoria.

For the next eight decades, Warley
was where the island’s babies were born,
the sick and dying cared for, and elective
surgery carried out. The island’s volun-
teer ambulance service, run by a rostered
team of volunteers, was stationed there
following its formation in 1960; and radi-
ology services were provided.

Run by the community, for the commu-
nity, Warley’s doors were open 24 hours
a day, seven days a week, run indepen-
dently under the auspices of VBNA, and
without government operational funding.

The hospital was deeply valued by the
community for the health care it provid-
ed; and in return, residents worked over
the decades to resource, maintain and ex-
pand its services.

By 1958, the Warley committee con-
cluded that further extensions to the hos-
pital were no longer practical, and em-
barked on a huge project ... to build a new
and modern hospital.

It was a day of mixed feelings when
the original cottage hospital was moved
from Warley Avenue and resited in
Genesta Street, to make way for this new
edifice.

The foundation stone was laid by Vic-
torian Premier Sir Henry Bolte.

The new hospital building, which cost
sixty thousand pounds, was officially
opened by Sir Dallas Brooks four years
later in 1962.

It was paid for by a government grant
of forty thousand pounds, a community
payment of ten thousand pounds, and a
ten-thousand-pound loan from VBNA.
The loan was repaid in full by the Warley
commitee six years ahead of schedule.

Provision was made in the new build-
ing for future extensions, as the need oc-
curred.

A nursing home extension was added
to the hospital in 1980, and the nursing
home extension was further expanded in
1992.

It was a huge blow to the Philip Island
community when Warley was forced to
close its doors in 2008, due to financial
constraints, after 85 years in operation.

Brian Walmsley, RSL Men’s Shed Co-ordinator (left) Peter Paul (PIMHAG president) and Garry Thorne
(Men’s Shed member) with historic plagues which track the establishment of Warley Hospital as a bush
nursing hospital in 1923, and its relocation and expansion in 1962 to a site in Warley Avenue, Cowes.

~

Missing plague

PIMHAG is aware of another
plaque dedicated to Warley Hospi-
tal, which went missing during the
demolition of Warley and is yet to be
tracked down.

It has appealed to anyone who

- can you help?

may know of its whereabouts to
contact them, so it can also be re-
stored and included in the proposed
display.

If you can help, please contact the
Advertiser on 03 5952 3201.

Freserving our

GOLDEN CYPRESS

It is 20 years since the local community
formed the Friends of the Thompson Av-
enue Golden Cypress.

The group seeks to preserve and en-
hance the avenue for residents, visitors and
future generations. The history of the av-
enue stretches back to 1912.

Back then it was felt the Cowes town-
ship had a need for some trees.

Mr WE Thompson, president of the
progress association at that time, sug-
gested a plan for central plantations in the
main thoroughfare, with one-way traffic
on either side. A majority decision ruled
this out, and the present layout of trees on
either side of the road, was approved.

Permission to plant the trees was given
by the Phillip Island and Woolamai Shire
Council, and a large number of people took
part on planting day.

Each tree was named after the person
who planted it, and it was duly recorded.
Planting was continued from time to time
until 1935, when both sides of the avenue
were completed to the Rhyll-Ventnor Road,
mainly as a result of Mr Thompson’s gener-
osity and service.

The avenue, a mile long, became recog-
nised as one of the finest Golden Cypress
avenues in Australia.

In August 1993, Phillip Island Council
accepted a Main Street Development Com-
mittee’s recommendation to remove four
Golden Cypress between the Esplanade

and Chapel Street.

The following month a public meeting
was called to express concern about the re-
moval, which many saw as a compromise
of the Cypress Avenue. Over 100 people at-
tended.

By November 1993, the Friends of the
Golden Cypress was formed at a second
public meeting and in April the following
year, Kevin Heinze agreed to be Patron of
the Friends.

In September 1994 there was a re-plant-
ing of the Cypress Avenue, involving pio-
neer families and their descendants.

Then in November 1995 a Cypress Party
was held in Thompson Avenue on Commu-
nity Day and the avenue was re-dedicated.

In June 1994, the Bass Coast Shire
Council adopted a Strategy Maintenance
Plan for the Thompson Avenue Golden Cy-
press.

This included:

¢ The annual pruning and care of the
existing cypress

e Appropriate protection of the tree trunks
by the installation of protective sur-
rounds

* The growing of replacement trees

e The staged replacement of the existing
trees so that the avenue effect is main-
tained from the Esplanade to the Rhyll
Road.

Over the decades, the community has
gone to extraordinary lengths to ensure
the protection of these magnificent trees.

However, now the Friends of the

historic avenue

The Friends of the Golden Cypress seek to preserve and enhance the historic avenue of Golden Cypress.
They are holding their AGM on December 13 and are encouraging interested residents to get involved.

Thompson Avenue Golden Cypress Trees
committee are concerned about damage
caused to the trees, trunks, branches and
roots of the Cypress trees by large com-
mercial transport.

The Friends committee said it would
also like to see the Thompson Avenue
businesses watch out for damage caused
by having seating too close to the young
tree branches and consequently inter-
fering with the horizontal growth of the
branches, thus damaging them.

“The Avenue of Golden Cypress is world
renown and constantly photographed,

presenting a beautifully unique pathway
into Cowes,” the committee said.

The current patron of the Thompson
Avenue Golden Cypress trees is Jane Ed-
manson of ‘Gardening Australia’.

On Wednesday December 13, an AGM
meeting of the Friends committee will be
held locally.

If you are interested and concerned
about the Avenue of the Golden Cypress
trees and would like to be involved in their
welfare, please ring or text 0419 469 236.

“We would really appreciate your sup-
port,” the committee said.
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Millions lost on local pokies

From page 1
Coast, aside from a dip during
Covid lockdown, revenue from
poker machines continues to
rise.

According to Latrobe Com-
munity Health Service (LCHS)
last year, Bass Coast’s losses
to poker machines rose to $19.7
million, up from $14.7 million
the previous year.

Phillip Island RSL revenue
from gambling machines rose in
2022-23 to $6.7 million from $4.8
million.

Phillip Island RSL’s commu-
nity benefit statement figures
lodged with the Victorian Gam-
bling and Casino Control Com-
mission in 2022-23 totalled $2.8
million, which is 42 per cent of
its poker machine revenue.

In the statement, $2.6 million
was claimed as operating costs
(91.6 per cent). This included
staff wages and superannua-
tion, rates and utilities, repairs
and maintenance, rent, dis-
counted meals for members and
members expenses (eg reward
points and promotions).

A further $236,511 was listed
as donations, gifts and sponsor-
ship. While this is 8.3 per cent
of the club’s community benefit
statement, it equates to just 3.5
per cent of the actual poker ma-
chine revenue.

The figure also included
$38,580 for volunteer hours
(calculated at $20 x 1929 hours)
which covered transporting
people to medical appointments,
breakfast clubs at a local pri-
mary school, home visits and as-
sistance with the cadet program.
Without these volunteer hours,
the percentage drops to 2.9 per
cent of poker machine revenue.

No money was listed as being
spent on responsible gambling
measures and activities (outside
those required by law).

Concern

The Uniting Church has been
vocal about its concern over the
harm from gambling machines
in the community.

Reverend Jennie Gordon
from the Uniting Church in
Cowes said the church had made
a submission to the Victorian
Parliamentary inquiry into re-
ducing the harm of gambling.

“There is well-accepted evi-
dence that pokies can cause
harm to individuals, families and
communities,” Rev Gordon said.

“What strikes me as the most
pressing issue around pokies at
the RSL is that the pokie ma-
chines threaten the wellbeing of
the very people the RSL is seek-
ing to serve — the veterans and
their families.

“This has prompted the move
by the Tasmanian RSL to elimi-
nate pokies on their premises
and they have called on the RSL
across Australia to do the same,
to reduce the potential harm to
a vulnerable group of people in
their care.”

She said she welcomed recent
government reforms which in-
cluded reducing the amount that
can be loaded into a machine at
any given time from $1000 to
$100, increasing the minimum
spin rate to three seconds and all
machines required to have the
ability to set limits using a card.

“While these reforms may
well contribute to harm-reduc-
tion, I would also urge the gov-
ernment to require venues to
have a duty of care to people
gambling in their venue, being
required to intervene when peo-
ple show signs of being harmed
(offering a break or checking
the person is OK and referring
them to further assistance if
they disclose they are suffering
gambling harm).”

The Latrobe Community

Phillip Island RSL is one of five venues across the shire with poker machines. Last year $6.7 million was lost on its ma-
chines, which have the highest player loss per machine of any local venue.

Health Service (LCHS), which
runs gambling awareness cam-
paigns and financial and thera-
peutic counselling for those im-
pacted by gambling, said it also
welcomed the reforms.

“We know the harm that
problem gambling can cause,
from financial distress to rela-
tionship breakdowns, increased

World's biggest gamblers

GAMBLING

Last week, the Alliance for
Gambling Reform called on
the Victorian government to
adopt all 61 recommendations
from a parliamentary inquiry
into gambling harm.

The report includes recom-
mendations to set limits on
gambling loss, reducing the
number of poker machines in
the state and imposing greater
restrictions on gambling ad-
vertising.

The report also stated that
Victorians lost $7.5 billion in the
last financial year to gambling.

The Alliance said figures
show Australians are the
world’s biggest gamblers.

“It all seems at odds with the
current cost of living crisis, but
in another way makes sense
that when people are feeling
pressure they might be seek-
ing out a quick win or a way to
escape the daily reality,” said
CEO Carol Bennett.

“Either way, as the tagline
says ‘chances are you are about
to lose’ and these losses trans-
late into significant and growing
harm across our communities.”

Figures collated for the Al-
liance by Monash University
Gambling and Social Deter-

Figures collated for the Alliance for Gambling Reform show losses on poker
machines is at an all-time high, with a 12 per cent increase in losses in Victoria.

Photo: Erik McLean, Unsplash.

minants Unit at the School of
Public Health and Preventive
Medicine show losses on poker
machines is at an all-time high.
The $14.5 billion in losses
across five states was 13.7 per
cent higher than 2018-19, the
last full financial year not to be
impacted by Covid restrictions.
Victoria has an increase in
losses of 12 per cent.
“Australians already lose
more to poker machines per
capita than any other country
in the world. These staggering

new loss figures show an indus-
try that is out of control. And
these figures don’t even count
poker machine losses in our ca-
sinos,” Carol Bennett said.

“These losses cause enor-
mous damage in our communi-
ties, way beyond financial loss.

“They include family vio-
lence and breakdown and
mental and physical health is-
sues. Recent research shows
gambling could be responsible
for up to 20 per cent of suicides
in Australia.”

alcohol and drug use, and vio-
lence against loved ones,” said
Michelle Ravesi from LCHS.

“In 202122 (financial year)
alone, people across Bass Coast
lost over $14.6 million on the pokies
—worsened in 2022-23 when losses
stretched north of $18 million.

“Latrobe Community Health
Service welcomes any measures

that minimise harm and keep
players safe,” Ms Ravesi said.

“We applaud this package of
government reforms to do just
that — to slow down the pace of
games and limit how much a
player can lose.”

The Phillip Island RSL did
not respond to requests for an
interview.

Gambling revenue snapshot 2022/23

Bass Coast poker machine revenue
Phillip Island RSL poker revenue
Phillip Island RSL - loss per machine
Community Benefits statement

Operational costs (Community Benefits statement)

$19.8M
$6.7M
$115,500
$2.8M
S2.6M

Grants, sponsorship, donations, gifts

(Community Benefits Statement)

$236,511

Island RSL - poker machine revenue

$ - million
o [l ~N w N wu a -~ [oe]

2017/18  2018/19

2019/20

2020/21  2021/22  2022/23

Financial year

Revenue dipped between 2019 and 2021 due to Covid closures but it now at its
highest level ever at $6.7 million in the last financial year.
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Perfect venue for your special day

Nestled on the
grounds of the idyllic
Ventnor Estate on Phil-
lip Island and overlook-
ing the Mornington Pen-
insula, Trenavin Chapel
is where vows are made
and dreams really do
come true.

Perfect for couples
seeking an intimate sea-
side wedding service,

with a spectacular view.

The Chapel and the
Estate can be seen from
the sea below, while do-
ing the coastal and seal
cruise around Phillip Is-
land.

Outdoor ceremonies
are most welcome on the
Estate that include full
access to the quaint Cha-
pel on the hill where the

breathtaking views can
be enjoyed.

The Chapel seats 80
guests comfortably or up
to 130 guests standing

This idyllic venue is
perfect for your special
day.

Supporting LGBTQ-
TIA+.

Find out more at tre-
navinchapel.com.

PH: 0403 677 636

yyozzsoar

EMAIL: marina@trenavinchapel.com

WEB: www.trenavinchapel.com

The beautiful Chapel at Trenavin seats 80 guests comfortably and is perfect for an intimate seaside
wedding service.

Trenavin Chapel is nestled on the grounds of the idyllic Ventnor Estate on Phillip Island and overlook-
ing the Mornington Peninsula.

Yyrrzzoor



Getting flowers right for your wedding can be tricky. “Choose colours that surround you constantly
and you enjoy being around,” advised Corrie MacGregor from Morrie and Maisie Event Flowers.
Photo: Claire Davie.

Flowers add a beautiful and personal touch to any wedding venue. Photo: Claire Davie. Arrangements
by Morrie & Maisie Event Flowers.
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When selecting your wedding flowers, chose colours that make you happy says Corrie from Morrie
and Maisie Event Flowers. Photo: Claire Davie.

Modern
wedding
florals.

Hey, Corrie here - your #flowerguru for
modern wedding flowers on Phillip
Island. Let's get you those big city
florals without the big city stress.

www.morrieandmaisie.com.au

MORRIE
&MAISIE

yvizzeoqr



16 THE ADVERTISER | Wednesday, December 6, 2023

sbitbestin

JEWELLERY

ANTIQUE & ESTATE JEWELLERY
MODERN JEWELLERY
WATCH BATTERIES
RE-MODELLING
DIAMONDS
REPAIRS
GIFTS
Ph: 56328802

vviszsoar

Open Tuesday-Friday 95 Saturday 91
Shop 3,15 Warley Avenue, Cowes

yyrszsoar

—5~_ WE ARE — 2~

Phille flond

\.WeArePhilliplsland.c

PHILLIP
ISLAND
MARINE

ALL YOUR
CHRISTMAS
FISHING
EQUIPMENT,
BOATS,
REELS, RODS
AND GREAT
FISHING
ADVICE.

OPEN 7 DAYS
2956 9238

14 Beach Road, Rhyll

JD03260AA

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

ADVERTISER

yvssesodr

PHILLIP
ISLAND

THE FOOD. THE WINE. THE TIMES.

vvzszeoar

WINERY

69 Chapel St, Cowes

Supercharge
your child’s sporting
potential

OPEN 7 DAYS 11:30AM - 5:30PM

Love local -
shop close
to home this
Christmas

Gift Vouchers available
— A perfect gift idea

— Gift your grandchild, child or friend
a term of ready steady go — a sports

program for pre-schoolers.
Call 1300 766 892 to book your place.

3 ) ready. gokids

readysteadygoklds com.au
1300 766 892
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THE YARDS

SAN REMO

Open Thursday — Sunday from 10am

WWW.WILDLIFECOASTCRUISES.COM.AU

QL
Wildlifovonst

cruises

o
o
S
G
0
o
£
>
>

YOUR PREMIUM
LOCAL DENTIST

<, (03) 9120 2122

yv19ze0ar

Christmas
gift ideal

RRP: $49

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

ADVERTISER

STEEL BLUE

SHOP LOCAL -
AT SAN REMO

YVEYEZOOr

139 MARINE PARADE, SAN REMO
P 0356785122
E INFO@LATTITUDETRADING.COM.AU

Rick North Phone: 5678 5190

Print out, cut out, screenshot, photograph, or mention
Servicing Phillip Island & Surrounding Areas Factory 1, 60 Genista St, San Remo

WONTHAGGI

this ad in the Wonthaggi store to receive 20% OFF!

vy Lrszoor

w REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING
Refrigerant Trade Auth No: AU 51426 - P1 48651

Service Agent for Daikin & All Major Brands
Commercial & Domestic Refrigeration & Air Conditioning
Licensed Split System Installer
Sales, Installation and Service of ALL Major Brands

AH’S COMMERCIAL BREAKDOWN EXPERT AFTER SALES SERVICE
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This Saturday the CWA Phillip Island Twilight Branch will be at the Cowes Craft Market with its Christ-

mas cakes and puddings, traditional shortbread and other Christmas treats.

Christmas baking sorted

CWwA

This Saturday the CWA
Phillip Island Twilight
Branch will be at the Cow-
es Craft Market with its
Christmas cakes and pud-
dings, traditional short-
bread and other Christ-
mas treats.

The market runs from
9am - 2pm at St Philip’s
Hall, 102 Thompson Av-
enue in Cowes.

The group will also be at
the Carols by the Bay (De-
cember 12), with Christ-
mas treats to share while
listening to the carols.

President Sally Mat-
thews said this year,
through the community’s
generous support of their
fundraising efforts, the
group has been able to
make a real difference in

the community.

“We  have  donated
$5000 locally to the Early
Learning Centre, PICAL
food pantry, and Women'’s
Friendship Cafe and state-
wide to VACRO ( criminal
justice reintegration), Wom-
en’s Housing Ltd, the Roch-
ester Flood Appeal and the
state emergency fund.

“We have been repre-
sented at Homelessness fo-
rums, walked against fami-
ly violence, packed survival
bags for homeless women
and assisted at a statewide
CWA event in Rochester
and of course we are at lo-
cal fund raising events sup-
porting our community.”

She encouraged women
interested in making a dif-
ference in the community
to join the group.

“The CWA Phillip Is-

land Twilight Branch is
a vibrant, philanthropic
group of women support-
ing women, children and
families in our community
and Victoria and we’d love
you to join us,” Sally said.

“We fundraise, we cook,
we craft, we learn, we laugh
and most importantly we
advocate for disadvantaged
and vulnerable women,
children and families.

“We appreciate the gen-
erous grants from the Ben-
digo Bank and Bass Coast
Shire and the support of
the Island Markets and
Cowes Craft Market, St
John’s and Belinda from
Marina Mouse’s Dancing
House.”

To join or to learn more
please call Sally on 0409
521 825.

www.cwaofvic.org.au
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Head back to Bethlehem

CHRISTMAS

St Philip’s  Anglican
Church’s Journey to Beth-
lehem returns this Christ-
mas and will be in the
church grounds from De-
cember 8 for everyone to
enjoy.

The beautiful display
contains six scenes telling
the story of the birth of Je-
sus.

The installations illus-
trate the time when the
angel first told Mary she
was going to have a baby,
Mary and Joseph travel-
ling to Bethlehem, where
the birth of Jesus and the
visits of the shepherds and
the wise men took place.

The project is a team ef-
fort with Paul Woodford
and Fernanda Guimareas
working on the scenes.

The public response
last year to the display
was wonderful, with many
families coming to view
the story scenes.

Unfortunately, the little
donkey from the display
was stolen, but a new
donkey has been created,
cut out by Steve Kay and
painted by Fernanda.

However the church
committee is hopeful the
original donkey will one
day be returned to its
home.

This year the display
has expanded to include a
stable.

St Philip’s Anglican Church’s Journey to Bethlehem returns this
Christmas and will be in the church grounds from December 8 for

everyone to enjoy.

On December 9, the
9am church service is
titled Journey to Bethle-
hem and after the service
people will have the op-
portunity to add stars to
the stable.

The display is a visual
reminder of the Christmas
story.

“These days, so many
don’t know the Christ-
mas story, all they know
is Santa, snowflakes and
reindeers,” said one com-
mittee member.

“We're hoping with our
display people will be re-

minded about the real sto-
ry and where it all came
from.”

Everyone is invited to
come on a “Journey to
Bethlehem” — bring your
friends and neighbours as
well.

At night, a flood light
from the church hall will
illuminate the scene,
which will be in place un-
til around New Year’s Eve.

You can find the Jour-
ney to Bethlehem at St
Philip’s Anglican Church,
102 Thompson Avenue,
Cowes.

XMAS IN 1890 AT
CHURCIIILL ISLAND

Saturday 23rd December
at 11lam & 1pm
Shearing Shed Churchill Island

Free entry.

Come along in costume
to celebrate xmas in 1890!

From Friends of Churchill Island

JD03323AA

Chsidmmos.
Dy s

Looking to come to
Christmas lunch with others?

Join us at St John's Uniting
Church, corner of Chapel St
and Warley Ave at 12:30pm on
Monday 25th December.

Reserve your place at PICAL by
phone on 5952 1131 or call into
their office at 16 Warley Ave
by 18th December.

(Places are limited)
Brought to you by
St John's Uniting Church
and Cowes Community Meal

Christmas Day meal for the community

The volunteer team at
St John’s Uniting Church
is holding a free Christ-
mas Day lunch for the
community, promising a
full festive spread.

After running the meal
each Monday night at the
church hall during school
term, the community meal
team will be combining
their volunteer skills to
hold the yuletide lunch at
12.30pm, Monday Decem-
ber 25 on the corner of
Chapel Street and Warley
Avenue.

To attend, reserve your
place at PICAL by phon-
ing 03 5952 1131 or call
into the PICAL office at 16
Warley Avenue by Decem-
ber 18.

Places are limited.

A free Christmas Day lunch will be held at 12.30pm, Monday
December 25 on the corner of Chapel Street and Warley Avenue,
organised by St John’s Uniting Church.

CREATIVE GIFTS FOR XMAS

yyrsszoor

Mingara Gallery Phillip Island
242 Thompson Ave
Cowes, Phillip Island 3922

T (03) 5952 3722
E Noelle@mingaragallery.com.au
W wwwmingaragallery.com.au

H Thurs-Sat 10.00 to 4.00
Sun 11.00 to 3.00




Confronting destiny

MOVIE CLUB

The next film for the Phil-
lip Island Movie Club’s
2024 members is showing
at Berninneit on December
13. Past Lives (2023) is an
American Drama, written
and directed by Celine Song.

The story is about Nora
(Greta Lee) and Hae Sung
(Teo Yoo0), two deeply con-
nected childhood friends,
who are wrested apart
after Nora’s family emi-
grates from South Korea.
Decades later, they are re-
united for one week as they
confront destiny, love and
the choices that make a life.

Celine Song said in an
interview that the idea of
the film arose when she
and her husband met up
with her childhood sweet-
heart when he visited and
the contradictions that
arose from her relation-
ships with both men.

That meeting is depict-
ed in the film and shows
the connections but also
revealed to her that she
felt less Korean than she
had thought she was. Her
Korean language, like
many who leave their
home country was still

The Phillip Island Movie Club presents “Past Lives” for the 2024
Membership, screening at Berninneit on December 13 at 7pm.

very childlike (this is not
obvious to us in the film)
and she chose Greta Lee
partially because her Ko-
rean language was simi-
lar, having grown up and
been educated in America.
The dialogues are very
raw and real and show
how the rest of the world
disappears when the main
characters are together.
Song believes when
there is an absence of
dialogue, the non-verbal
communication forces the
audience closer into the
characters, showcasing
their intimacy and that is
why some people may feel
the film is too slow a pace.
However, this is a tech-
nique used to allow the

viewers the time to absorb
the emotions that flow.
The film is a mix of nos-
talgia, love, remorse and
exploring the “immigrant
experience”.
The film screens at Ber-
ninneit and begins at 7pm.
Movie Club 2024 mem-
bership cards must be
shown for entrance. It
would be wise to pre book
on Trybooking or the
Berninneit desk (free of
charge), as the general
publicis also able to attend.
The film is in English
with some Korean with
subtitles. It runs for 106
minutes and is rated PG.
The next film will be on
Wednesday January 17,
2024 at 7pm.

A_AN_/N\_ THE PULSE

Helping local families in need this Christmas

COMMUNITY

Christmas Giving Trees
are up in all of Bass Coast
Shire Council’s Customer
Service Centres, taking do-
nations to help local fami-
lies in need this Christmas.

This annual program is
coordinated by the Com-
bined Welfare Group which
includes local churches,
community groups and
charities such as The Sal-
vation Army and the St
Vincent De Paul Society.

This year the group is
asking for donations of
new, unwrapped gifts for
all ages, gift cards and
non-perishable food items.

Bass Coast Mayor Cr
Clare Le Serve praised the
program and the commu-
nity’s involvement.

“I'm incredibly proud
of the way our community
comes together each year
to help ensure that Christ-
mas is a special day for ev-
eryone,” Cr Le Serve said.

“Christmas Giving

Bass Coast Mayor, Cr Clare Le
Serve encourages everyone to
donate to this year’s Christmas
Giving Tree. Donations are
being accepted at the Cowes
Customer Service Centre at
Berninneit until December 14.

Trees help make Christ-
mas a special occasion
for everyone and knowing
that your donation goes to
help someone in your own
community makes your
donation just that little bit
more special.”

This year the group is

also asking for non-per-
ishable food donations
and this includes special
Christmas items and su-
permarket gift cards.

“We know that the cost
of living has gone up signif-
icantly this year but please
consider donating if you're
in a position to be able to,”
Cr Le Serve encouraged.

“Christmas shortbread,
biscuits, canned vegeta-
bles, rice and pasta are
just a few examples of the
small, low-cost items that
may mean a family can
enjoy a special Christmas
meal that they might not
have been able to afford
otherwise.”

Christmas Giving Trees
are on display in Council’s
Customer Service Centres
in Cowes, Grantville, In-
verloch and Wonthaggi.
Donations will be ac-
cepted up until Thursday,
December 7 at all centres
except Cowes which is ac-
cepting donations until
Thursday, December 14.

Phillip

_N_N_A
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Love local this Friday

CHRISTMAS

The second Ilate night
shopping event organised
by the Phillip Island trad-
ers is happening this Fri-
day, December 8.

Local shops across
the island will keep their
doors open from 5pm -
7pm, with family friendly
entertainment organised
in Cowes. The shopping
events (the first was held
on November 23), have
been put together to help
take the stress out of
Christmas shopping.

Simonne Liberman,
from the Business Net-
work committee, said the
businesses have been en-
thusiastic about the idea
to help locals get their
Christmas shopping done
without having to race up
to the city.

Simonne said while
the late-night trading has
been offered across the
island, the focus of the
entertainment will be in
Thompson Avenue (be-
tween Chapel Street and
The Esplanade).

Kids will love the face
painting stand, and they
can get creative themselves
with some sidewalk art.

There’ll be buskers and
musical entertainment

Melissa Rodakis from Pollyanna clothing store in Cowes will be
open on Friday, as part of the late night shopping event, with
children’s activities and entertainment in Cowes.

and “we’ve got our fingers
crossed that Santa might
even fly in, together with
Sammy the Seal and Pen-
ny the Penguin for a visit,”
said Simonne.

She said many of the lo-
cal cafes and restaurants

would be open as well, in
support of the event.

“Hopefully people will
want to stay on, have a
meal with the kids, enjoy
some takeaway down on
the foreshore, or grab an
ice-cream.”

Garden wins for local school

EDUCATION

Our Lady Star of the Sea
(OLSS) is celebrating two
big wins from the recent
Victorian School Gar-
den Association (VSGA)
award ceremony.

The OLSS gardens
won the “Greatest Dem-
onstrated Improvement of
a School’s Green Space”
in the South Eastern Re-
gional Award category.
The category was noted
to have the highest num-
ber of entries and was
the school’s third award
through the VSGA.

OLSS then went on to
win the State Award for
“Primary and Special
Schools with less than 280
pupils”.

“We are so proud of our
students’ efforts and en-

59523977
Island

Our Lady Star of the Sea is celebrating its two awards at the
Victorian School Garden Association Awards.

thusiasm in the garden,”
said Principal Catherine
Blackford.

“Every student has
played such an impor-

tant role in achieving
this award and we look
forward to investing our
award vouchers into more
amazing garden projects.”

yvr99toar

TENPINBOWLING

& Entertainment Centre

Licensed Café, Lazer Zone, Pool Tables, Table Tennis
And A Great Range Of Catering Options!
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ALEX 5COTT

AND STAFF

12 HAZELWOOD COURT,
SILVERLEAVES

1l KENDALL AVE,
CAPEWOOLAMAI

g5

1/6 HOLLYDENECOURT,
COWES

g g

CALL FORA
FREE RENTAL
APPRAISAL TODAY.
RENTAL PROPERTIES
URGENTLY WANTED.

Demand is HIGH!
Alex Scott has a number
of qualified tenants for
properties on Phillip Island.

Contact Leanne Earl
on 5952 2633

@ FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

7 MCLLWRAITH ROAD,
RHYLL
$1,200,000 TO $1,300,000

Nestled in this extremely quiet location

is the perfect place to let all the stress
from Melbourne wash away. The home is
awash with natural light and is perfect for
entertaining family and friends. The added
bonus of spa and pool just adds to the
ideal package. With ample room for extra
storage ie boat or caravan all the bases are
covered, just move in and enjoy this large
family home.

CONTACT MICHAEL MCLEOD
0412 712 034

VIEWS, PEACE, SERENITY

MVIEYZONT

3 ANN COURT,
RHYLL
$1,225,000

Ann Crt has always been sought after
because of its genuine walk to anywhere
location. With access to cafes, shops and
restaurants at one end of the street and
access to beaches and cliff top walks at

the other. The 4 bedroom double storey
residence is ideally configured for all ages.
The residence has been wisely designed
with open plan living, master bedroom, two
bedrooms and garage all on the lower level
with guest /family accommodation and
study/lounge or fourth bedroom upstairs .

CONTACT KENDALL O'GAREY
0410 595 130

EXCELLENT ACCESS TO EVERYTHING

MORE STOCK URGENTLY NEEDED.

WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU
INFO@PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU

56-58 THOMPSON AVENUE, COWES
PH: 03 5952 3922

vyézrzoar
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NO stamp duty NO councilrates NO hidden fees

Lifestyle Phillip Island

s redefining downsizing.

Downsize to your own personal slice of
paradise just 350m from the beach.

Free up more time, enjoy the perks of hassle-free living and
exclusive community events at Lifestyle Phillip Island. Here

yoUu'll find stylish, low-maintenance homes and multi-million
dollar amenties all on your doorstep.

With homes starting from $430,000, there has never been

a better time to downsize. l .

Pop in to our Lifestyle Lounge to learn more ~- m—

about how you can live life, unlimited. PHILLIP ISLAND

By Lifestyle Communities®

60 Thompson Ave, Cowes — Monday to Saturday,
9am to 5pm or call us on 1300 50 55 60 . T
P <Q lifestyle phillip island >

“Price correct as at November 2023
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AIR CONDITIONING

BLINDS/AWNINGS

Hrvsings m"

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE
Mobile Showroom
Peter: T/F: 5952 5092 M: 0417 358 650

LK00027AA

CAR REMOVAL
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

FREE CAR REMOVAL
WE PAY YOU*

BUYERS OF SCRAP METAL, BINS PROVIDED
BASS COAST RECYCLERS

5672 2946 0417 556 593

CONCRETER
TIIVI NNEVWIVIANI

LKOO045AA

CONCRETING
e Exposed aggregate ® House slabs
* Driveways e Footpaths ¢ Sheds & garages
¢ All concreting needs
Tel/Fax 5956 8791
RMB 2180 Ventnor 3922  E:tnewman@waterfront.net.au

*Conditions apply

AIR CONDITIONING

¢ msuBisH
AN ELECTRIC
DIANOND DEALER

GIFT CARD CAMPAIGN

SUPPLY, INSTALLATION,

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

Shop 1/13 Inverloch Rd, Wonthaggi

0400 001 465

citytocoastair.com

AIR CONDITIONING

BLINDS & CARPET

A FABULOUS FLOORING EXPERIENCE

(. 0359521488

Q 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes

BUILDER

CAR REMOVAL

BASS COAST
CAR REMOVALS

Unwanted cars removed free

CHEAP TOWING NOW AVAILABLE

Call Shane
5678 2002 or 0407 599 616

CLEANING

0419 312 805

DECK RESTORATION

Call Nick on 0411 988 401
basscoast@deckseal.com.au
www.deckseal.com.au

DECKS & VERANDAHS

P"DAIKIN

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

COASTAL

REFRIGERATION & AIR-CONDITIONING

@ Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

AU51426

SPECIALISING IN
EXTENSIONS,
RENOVATIONS AND
MAJOR REPAIRS
OVER 35 YEARS
OF EXPERIENCE

ISLAND

DESIIGN & BUILD
D417 503 003

RoOB NORTON
INSURED & LICENSED BUILDER DB-U 61563

Vv90€£0Ar

HOMES & COMMERCIAL
Carpets Cleaned * Window Cleaning
Rob Grant 0413 241 963
POLICE CHECKED

Specialists in all
types of decks
and verandahs

ISLAND
DECKS

VV6S000X1

John Johnston 0414 714 179

AIR CONDITIONING

BUILDER

southcoast air

Air conditioning
& refrigeration
Cooling & heating specialists

Split system sales & complete installation
Service, repairs Electrical contractor

0402 044 377 Dave Miller

PIC. 43216
1109866 REC26099

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS

=S&EJ =

Bathroom Renovations

Simon Tongue
0407 945 504

ABN: 73 379 077 642 VBA DB-L 59591

OLD-FASHIONED SERVICE

ADVERTISING

MLP BUILDING p1Y LTD
Registered Building Practitioner
CDB-U 65146

HONESTY - INTEGRITY - RELIABILITY
HIGHEST QUALITY WORKMANSHIP

Custom Build - Extensions - New Home construction - Decking
Verandahs - Home Theatres - Commercial Fit-Out

Matthew Pollard E: mipbuildings50@gmail.com

W: www.mlpbuilding.com.au
Insta: mipbuilding

0411387407

CARAVAN REPAIRS

REPAIRS & DETAILING OF
CARAVANS & MOTORHOMES

CARAVAN REPAIRS

Glen Marshall
0405415133

o ALL MAKES AND MODELS
e CUT AND POLISHING
e SERVICING SOUTH GIPPSLAND

CARPET CLEANING

ISLAND
CARPET CLEANING

 Extreme heat extraction - Rapid Dry

EST1981

¢ Commercial - domestic
* Rental bond specialists ¢ Fast, efficient service

0415106 443 5956 6888

islandcarpetcleaning87@gmail.com

COMPUTER REPAIRS

(03) 59523312 | waterfrontcomputers.com.au
fixme@waterfrontcomputers.com.au

PC & Mobile Accessories, Ink & Toner Exetel NBN & Mobile
Reseller, Modems, Routers, WiFi, Powerline & Extenders,
Websites, Email & Domain Hosting Services, Computer

Training .

DIGITAL LIFE

CONCRETER
CONCRETE AND EXCAVATION SERVICES

Exposed Aggregate

Slabs & Foundations

Driveways & Paths

Commercial Concreting
Excavation

Landscaping

Retaining Walls & MUCH MORE

JO00419AA

CALL FOR A FREE QUQOTE!
Adam 0423 647 805 Nancy 0402 930 876

CONCRETER
RAY MATTOCK

CONCRETING

AND EXCAVATIONS

 Exposed aggregate paving
« Coloured - Slate - Brick paving
» House slabs - Garages

PH: 5952 3853 FAX: 5952 5103
Mob: 0418 560 202

LKOO038AA

CONCRETER

EARTHMOVING

EARTHMOVING

Bobcat/Excavator Tipper Hire

All aspects of earthmoving, driveways,
draining and landscaping

Rubbish removal

0418 372 399

Servicing all Phillip Island areas

Q s Skip Hire
+ Earth works

ELECTRICIAN

ELECTRICIAN

* Domestic ¢ Commercial ¢ Industrial

CALL LOCKY
0404 490 5359

REC 18769

wv00ee0ar

GAS SUPPLIERS

LKOO034AA

Luake Hinrichs

FACTORY 3, THE CONCOURSE

WRIGHTON
GAS SUPPLIES

Agency for ELGAS

Servicing Phillip Island & San Remo
For all household gas supplies

Bruce Wright
Tel: 5952 3252 Mobile 0409 164 441

LKOO040AA




GUTTER CLEANING

N
GUTTER-VAC

Clean. Safe...Easy

Vacuum gutter cleaning,
gutter guard, solar panel cleaning,
ceiling cavities cleaning.

0427 393 291

swgippsland@guttervac.com.au

HANDYMAN

SJC HOME MAINTENANCE

Qualified Tradesman with over 35 years experience

Call for a Free Quote

No job too small
Quality work at a great price, Fully insured

Call Mick 0424 414 495

www.sjchomemaintenance.com.au

LANDSCAPING & DESIGN
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BUSIENESS GUIDE

LOCAL TRADES AND SERVICES

PAINTER

Internal & external.

PLUMBING

REINABIFERRIEUNMBER

Fast Response at an honest price

_
<

STEEL

El‘n t][']][lll stI[;lnallilg  NO CALL OUT FEE
. o : hzmr;%;fsyss?e:!?:pl e Steel fabrication e Stainless/Aluminium fabrication
Will }]I‘[lVldE i ey R Steel sales cut to order ¢ Sheetmetal fabrication
friendlg service with « Filters installed Guillotine and folding ¢ Gal lintels / Retaining wall posts
J U E’ S reasanable orices Tappy the Plumber . g, in, Truck mounted CRANE HIRE e Genie lift and generator hire
P : 0427 776 808 * General plumbing . Call for a quote WE DELIVER
PAINTING []410 621 189 email: tappy@waterfront.net.au g 14-16 The Concourse, Cowes 5952 1432 g
Fully Licenced & insured. All work guaranteed vic. no. 119269 € Email:sales@islandsteel.com.au §
PLASTERING RESTUMPING STORAGE
Large & Small Units
KEANE & SON
H R E |_ " land Security Monitoring
ouse Restumpin evellin ecure On Site Manager
wﬂﬂfi‘ 33!: |J g g orage 24hr/7 day access

T: 5672 1535 F: 5672 3786
42 INVERLOCH ROAD, WONTHAGGI
wonthaggiplaster.com.au

Paul Keane
0427 080 309

keanesrestumping@outlook. com

Phone 0400 214 446
4 Industrial Way, Cowes 3922
Alt Ph: 5952 1432 Fax: 5952 5690
Email: storage@islandsteel.com.au

3 F

CEMINTEL SN g 4 g

GYPROCK ﬂ PO Box 696, Wonthaggi, Vic, 3995 ¢ Web: www.islandstorage.com.au g
PLUMBING SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS TILING/LANDSCAPING

- Water Tanks - Sewers & Storm water - Blockages
Brendan Duncan 0418 342 649

PIC No. 26296
Email | brendan@brenexplumbing.com.au

I
3
3
S
S
<
u

LAUNDRY SERVICES

PLUMBING

LKO1308AA

Island Premium Laundry offer all
your laundry needs from general house
washing to your pet beds or blankets.
We also wash goonas, pillow top protectors.

To contact us or book in your laundry needs,
call 0459 523 536 or email
islandpremiumlaundry @gmail.com

CHUNKS
PLUMBING

All types of plumbing
24 HOUR SERVICE .ic#4s4:

* Gas * Hot water units
* Sewers, storm water, blockages
A local, reliable business

Daniel Campbell - 0438 520 546 :

daniel@chunksplumbing.com.au

LKO0O0O:

LAWN MOWING

PLUMBING

Dave Costello

For all your lawnmowing,
landscaping &

rubbish removal
Call for a free quote

0411175 957

LKO0020AA

Same Day @90

Plumbing Morris
Service Brothers

Lic 43482

Free Quotes - Pensioner Discounts §

0403 116 435 |

LAWN MOWING

POOLS

SLIDING DOOR REPAIRS

Avre your doors sticking, catching
or just not sliding properly?

© Timber & Aluminium © Security Doors

Sliding Doors © Track & Roller
© Bi Fold Doors Replacements
© Cavity Doors © Screen Replacements
© Wardrobe Doors © New Locks Fitted

And Much More

Now Servicing Phillip Island

Ph 0438 538 244

info(@asdrm.com.au
www.allslidingdoorrepairsmelbourne.com.au

SOLAR

TREE SERVICES

0
>
SL Tree Care

NO JOB TOO SMALL

* Qualified e Storm Damage

e Tree Maintenance ¢ Lawn Mowing

e Tree Removal e Garden Maintenance
e Fruit Tree Pruning FREE QUOTES

Call Shaun 0423 910 554

WINDOW CLEANING

LK00042AA

g
3
8
&
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3
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S

SOLAR - BATTERIES - OFF GRID

1300534110 __

ADVERTISING

Call 131 546

v FREE QUOTES
v Fully insured
v Police checked
v/ OH&S compliant
v All work guaranteed

Lawn mowing, gardening, pruning,
hedging, rubbish removal, gutter cleaning,
weeding, mulching, odd jobs
WWW.jimsmowing.com.au

LK5164

MARINE MECHANIC

JDO01490AA

* ok Kk g***

TOPWATER MARINE
0402 761 692

« Inboard / outhoard motor servicing and repairs

« Accessory Installations and electrical work
« Trailer servicing and modifications
« Anchor winches  « Boat detailing  « Insurance work
www.topwatermarine.com.au | topwatermarine@yahoo.com

64 Dixon street, Inverloch

JOO1359AA

> SPARKLING CLEAR

Pool Service

We promise sparkling Discouns
windows every time! pply for
Penswners

PREMIER WINDOW
CLEANING

Residential & commercial work

Call Maria 0422 258 948
Email: hansamaria39@gmail.com
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KEEP IT LOCAL

DIRECTORY

Mabile
Hairdresser

Over 20 years experience

Claire Sunderland 0408 566 620

Gifts Repairs

Custom Designs ﬁ Watch Batteries

Shop 2, 69 Chapel St, Cowes [ : 5678 5788

PHhima gga{b” Open Tuesday-Friday 95 Saturday 91

Shop 3,15 Warley Avenue, Cowes
Phone 5952 2233

FURNITURE OUTLET COWES
SALE NOW ON

MATTRESSES

ALL SIZES AVAILABLE AT GREAT PRICES
Queen/double/ single/ king single/king size
PLUS Beds / tallboys /bedside chests. Etc. etc.
DELIVERY AND TAKEAWAY AVAILABLE

BEATS PRICES IN MELBOURNE
Furniture Outlet. P/L.153 Thompson Ave. Cowes.

0402 042 576.

www.printitfast.com.au PRINT LOCAL

Eco Friendly Wash & Dry
Self-Service

NEW: Linen Service Available!
pilaundromat@outlook.com
4/14 The Esplanade, Cowes,

Every Tuesday Local's Day 15% OFF
Ve ey e 2nd Floor, above M&O Café

with the CODE: LOCAL15

Q@ 155 Thompson Avenue, Cowes  { 0359521488

OPEN 7 DAYS from 10am
1805 Phillip Island Rd, Cowes
Ph: 03 5952 2283
amazenthings.com.au

FUN | MAGIC | ADVENTURE

Unlimited visits
to our
attractions

and more.*

Locals
PASS

bookings@penguins.org.au

“Terms and Condition apply, visit www.penguins.org.au/community

Phill_gq_lsland
NATURE

. 8
Wildliferonst

cruises

COWESBOAT 0 )", "4 2=

CARAVANRVSTORAGE SELF

STORAGE

! Ray White Phillip Island, 56-58 Thompson Avenue, Cowes 5952 2799

7Y s cone

Phillip Island Tyre Service
101 Settiement Rd, Cowes 5952 1480

\P IS
W 4y,

~~ " 3HARVEY DRIVE, COWES

TYRE 03 59 523 305

S & PHILLIPISLANDTYRESC.COM.AU
0
'PI/ICE ce‘\ HELLO@PHILLIPISLANDTYRESC.COM.AU

Phillip Island
Tenpin Bowling
& Entertainment
Centre

91-97 Settlement Rd, Cowes
5952 3977

PHILLIP ISLAND
MARINE

OPEN 7 DAYS

5956 9238 14 Beach Road, Rhyll

Venue for Hire

Call 1800 247 669

thecentrecowes
@hotmail.com

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE

www.pisra.com.au

ADVERTISER

1300 OURCAB (687222)

SouthCoastTaxi

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

ADVERTISER

Your local bank for locals

San Remo (03) 5678 5833
Cowes (03) 5952 3383
Grantville (03) 5678 8773

For all your refinancing or home loan
needs in Gippsland and surrounds.
Gabriel Caffieri - Franchise Owner | Lending Specialist
gcaffieri@ljhookerhomeloans.com.au | 0421 338 914

69A Chapel Street Cowes
For appointments Tel 5952 1770

LKOO0393AA

FRESH TAKE AWAY
LOCAL
SEAFOOD

SALES

ORDERS
5678 5206

FISH & CHIPS

OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30-7pm

PHILLIP OPEN

WINERY WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY

www.phillipislandwinery.com.au
(03) 8595 2155

s coming
11:30am-5:30pm

hello@phillipislandwinery.com.au
@hello@phillipislandwinery.com

THE JETTY

phillip island
Private functions welcome
thejettyphillipisland.com | thejettyphillipisland@gmail.com

Online ordering now available
kristoscowes.com.au | 03 5952 3355
Shop 5 /15-16, The Esplanade, Cowes

THE

waterboy

CAFE—
58 Chapel St, Cowes Ph: 5952 5765 {16

“THE BEST HAMBURGERS
ON THE ISLAND”

ONE WITH THE LOT ... HEAVEN! CHIPS TOO!

ORDERS 5907 6796

RHYLL GENERAL STORE AND BOTTLE SHOP

00

(03) 59523312 | waterfrontcomputers.com.au
fixme@waterfrontcomputers.com.au

NEWHAVEN MEDICAL CLINIC

Shop 5 8-10 Forrest Ave, Newhaven

Opening hours:
8.30am-5pm Monday-Friday

Call 5926 6910

to make an appointment!

andleAnderson
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Locally owned and operated by
tt & Sharon Anderson 5672

0448 602 005

www.basscoastfunerals.com.au

@ FIRST NATIONAL PHILLIP ISLAND

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE SALES APPRAISAL
OR PERMANENT/HOLIDAY RENTAL APPRAISAL.

WWW.PHILLIPISLANDFN.COM.AU 5952 3922

Selling more properties
on Phillip Island than
any other agency

59522799

raywhitephillipisland.com.au

PHILLIP ISLAND | SAN REMO

03 8583 4701 stockdaleleggo.com.au/phillipisland

CHLEX SCOTT
AND STAFF

I 13aThompson Avenue, Cowes
59522633 ALEXSCOTT.COM.AU

Est.1886

Shop 3/129 Marine Parade SAN REMO
5678 5878 www.glpc.com.au

WE KNOW REAL ESTATE

Support the businesses at the C) of our community
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DEATHS GARAGE SALES

MITCHELL, John: COWES
19/09/1934 — 54 Elvington Ave.,
29/11/2023 Saturday Dec 9

From 8am - 3pm
CLEARING OUT SALE
Bargains for Everyone

PUBLIC NOTICES

Beloved husband of
Leslie for 55 years.

Father to Michelle and
Fiona, father-in-law
to Tony.

Much loved Grandad of
Eve and Mitchell.

Tyzostoqr

You passed away as
you would have liked
reading the paper,
front page headline
“See You Later.”

Thompson Ave., Cowes

The next market is

) . on Sat, Dec 9
Till we meet again.

9am-2pm

As per John’s wishes, a Inquiries: Monica
ivat ti ill y
priva ebc;ehrzrd.lon wi 0412 710 276

TRIBUTES

LARSSON, Brenda Margaret:

Farewell Brenda

vv9zeeoar

An informal gathering of Brenda’s
family and friends is being held this
Saturday (February 9) at the Phillip

Island Football Club, from 2pm to 5pm,
in a tribute to her life on Phillip Island.

Everyone who would like to attend
is most welcome.

PUBLIC NOTICES

== BASS
COAST

Animals and fireworks

Dogs and horses in particular can be
frightened by fireworks, please make
sure that your pets are safe and secure
when there are fireworks displays in
your area. Fireworks displays will be
held in Cowes on:

e 12 December at 9.30pm
(Cowes Carols Celebration)

e 31 December at 9.30pm
(New Year’s Eve Celebration)

For more information on these events
visit www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/events.

vvvz{i‘oqf |

PUBLIC NOTICES

FRIENDS OF
THOMPSON AVENUE
GOLDEN CYPRESS

AGM
Wednesday 13 Dec at Ipm

Phone Marnie 0419 469 236 for more details.
SEE STORY IN PAPER

JDo3322AA

SITUATIONS VACANT

JO02179AA

PHILLIP ISLAND HOMES FOR THE AGED
SITUATIONS VACANT

MAINTENANCE STAFF

We are currently seeking a Maintenance Staff
member to join our team.

Note: This is a long service cover role (16 weeks)
which may lead to a permanent part time
position. Working days are Monday - Thursday,
8.00am-4.00pm

REQUIREMENTS

Ability to perform a variety of maintenance
tasks to a competent standard.

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES

Maintain grounds around Melaleuca Aged Care
and Independent Living Units.

Equipment and plant maintenance.

Preventative and corrective maintenance duties
across the aged care facility and Independent
Living units.

BENEFITS
A flexible workplace

A wonderful team and great working
environment

Supportive Management and Board
Salary Sacrifice

Email: nina@phillipislandhomesfortheaged.
com.au

FOLLOW US
FOR MORE NEWS

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

ADVERTISER
660

SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT

YV1S£2000

yyivesoar

HOUSEKEEPER

Casual Position

Experience preferred but not essential
- just a good attitude.

On the job training will be a major part of the job
from the beginning.

5 to 12 hours/week mainly on Friday,
some Saturday work may also
be required once proficient.

Heidi & Stuart Hawking, Resort Managers
Island Breeze Resort
Cowes. Vic. 3922
Tel: 03 5952 2188 | Mob: 0417 364 876
Email: islandbreeze@holidayconcepts.com.au

SPECIAL

DELIVERY

Elsie arrives

Elsie Louise Brayley was born at Wont-
haggi Hospital on November 14, weigh-
ing 3.62kg. She is a daughter for proud
parents Aaron and Anna Brayley of Da-
lyston, and is a sister for Grace, 3.

Hello Pippa

Pippa Dulcie Sabbatucci was born at
Wonthaggi Hospital on November 7,
weighing 3.42kg. She is a daughter for
proud parents Kristopher and Paige Sab-
batucci of Pioneer Bay.

Lovely Lacey-Mae

Lacey-Mae Steel was born at Wonthag-
gi Hospital on November 23, weighing
4.13kg.

She is a daughter for proud parents
Rob and Hayley Steel of Cape Woolamai,
and a sister for Sienna (9), Ella-Rose (7),
Riley (6) and Kingston (2).

SITUATIONS VACANT

* Demonstrated knowledge and
experience operating and maintaining
a variety of mechanical assets including
pumps, mixers, chemical dosing pumps,
blowers, compressors, pneumatic
systems or equivalent, mobile plant and
equipment.

Proven ability to fault find, diagnose and
problem solve mechanical faults and
breakdowns within minimal support and
guidance.

At SGW diversity is celebrated and respected as

welcome diversity in applicants.
Please go to www.sgwater.com.au/careers/ for

Applications Close
Wednesday 6th December 2023 at 5:00pm

JD03288AA

Maintenance Technician - Mechanical

South Gippsland Water (SGW) are currently seeking a qualified and enthusiastic
person to join us as a Maintenance Technician - Mechanical.
The key requirements of the role are:

important for our wellbeing and success. We strive
for a workplace that is equitable and inclusive. We

more details about SGW, the role and how to apply.

* Demonstrated understanding of electrical
control equipment and processes
particularly relating to mechanical assets

* Demonstrated computing, and general
software skills and knowledge

* Permanent Full Time

 Starting Location Korumburra, Victoria
* Flexible Work Arrangements Available
* SGW Enterprise Agreement Level 3

=’ South
GippslandWater

Join us as a Maintenance Trainee.

* A willingness to complete Certificate Ill
in Water Industry Operations (Network).

* The ability to work effectively in a team
environment.

* An interest in working outdoors and
ability to learn use of a range of tools,
plant and equipment.

* Ability to learn and apply safe work
practices

At SGW diversity is celebrated and respected as
important for our wellbeing and success. We strive
for a workplace that is equitable and inclusive. We
welcome diversity in applicants.

Please go to www.sgwater.com.au/careers/ for
more details about SGW, the role and how to apply.

Applications Close
Tuesday 12th December 2023 at 5:00pm

JD03289AA

Maintenance Trainee

South Gippsland Water (SGW) are currently seeking an enthusiastic person to

The key requirements of the role are:

* An ability to work collaboratively as part

e Fixed Term (2 Years) Full Time
¢ Starting Location: Various including

* Flexible Working Arrangements Available
* Trainee Wage Level A

of a team to achieve customer outcomes.

Wonthaggi, Leongatha, Korumburra and
Toora

= South
GippslandWater
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Tell us your views with a Letter to the Editor (350 word limit). Email to advertiser@pisra.com.au, or submit online at pisra.com.au

Improve engagement

Now the proposal for a special
charge scheme for Sunderland
Bay and Surf Beach is almost fi-
nalised, it is interesting to look
at some of the lessons we can all
learn, in the hope of improved
future engagement.

The proposal has been an un-
mitigated disaster.

It was Bass Coast Shire Coun-
cilthat initiated the proposal and
spent over one million dollars of
community funds, in an endeav-
our to get the project accepted. It
was council who made numer-
ous amendments to the initial
proposal, which both confused
and alarmed members of the
community due the lack of clar-
ity. It was council who chose to
ignore petitions containing over
600 signatures from residents/
ratepayers, confirming their
objections to the proposal(s) as
presented. It was council who
declined to directly engage with
the community, despite offers to
meet and discuss concerns. It
was council who demonised the
actions of the vote no group with
blatant lies about intimidation
and harassment. None of these
have been substantiated.

Need I go on? “Read the room
people” could well be the title of
a new community engagement
guidebook.

Clearly all forms of govern-
ment as well as corporate bodies
(ie Qantas, Optus, Westfarmers,
the AFL) need to recognise and
understand the community as a
whole, want to be engaged like
never before and social media
has delivered the ability for them
to do that quickly and simply.

Any action or proposal that
impacts them, directly at least,
needs to be well considered, well
presented and well explained.
Do otherwise at your peril. De-
spite all of this, the community
accepts they need to work with
council to achieve positive new
project outcomes over com-
ing years. Perhaps a good start
would be for the recently elected
Bass Coast Shire Council may-
or and the previous incumbent
to attend one of the forthcom-
ing vote no group get togethers
to explain where council went
wrong and offer an apology
to disengaged members of the
community.

Just maybe a new, consid-
ered, community engagement
plan could be a positive outcome
available for all as a result.

Rob Chandler, Surf Beach

Shame on you

It beggars belief even with the im-
ages circulating of terrible flood-
ing and dust conditions in Surf
Beach, that there are still members
of our community that lack empa-
thy and consideration for those
who will have to continue living
in these deplorable conditions
if the Special Charge Scheme is
abandoned. To continue with the
vitriolic attacks on those trying to
stop council from abandoning the
scheme is shameful.

For them to say the communi-
ty has spoken is reprehensible for
the many hundreds of people af-
fected and for the many families
who will now be forced to move
if they are financially able to, or
able to find a rental property.

The claim that 80.7 per cent
of the community voted against
the scheme is typical of the mis-
information peddled over the
past 18 months. Whether it was
indifference, or confusion with
the wording on how to vote, only
692 from a total of 1041 proper-
ties voted, of which 559 were
opposed ie 53.7 per cent of total
property owners.

The scheme was an essential
affirmative project to be voted
against, of which only 53.7 per
cent opposed.

Can they not understand that
people’s welfare is at stake. The
vote was for a vital infrastruc-
ture “need” and not for an op-
tional “want” feel-good item.

Lou Pecora, Surf Beach

At what cost?

At the Bass Coast Council Meet-
ing in November 2023, in reply to
a question, the CEO stated coun-
cil had spent $488,225 as at June
2023. It would appear that coun-
cil has not updated this figure for
the past five months or included
other extras. The CEO states the
amount spent was required to un-
dertake extensive community en-
gagement, develop concept plans
and a cost estimate for the proj-
ect. Any person involved with
this “extensive community con-
sultation” is aware council failed
dismally in engaging with rate-
payers, acknowledged by a fellow
councillor. Council has stated
numerous times only a concept
plan was required for the special
charge scheme voting. I ques-
tion what extra amount has been
spent on unwarranted premature
survey work of both estates prior
to the voting. Estimates being
mentioned in the community and
with ratepayers council is cur-

rently communicating with vary
from $1 million to $1.4 million.
So I again ask, why did council
contract for survey work to be
conducted at extreme cost prior
to the voting results?

I have produced numerous
concept plans and estimated pric-
es for various projects over 40
years without a full survey being
undertaken. From very early in
the process, council knew there
were a large percentage of rate-
payers not in agreement with the
proposed concept plans but coun-
cil refused to accept other ideas.
Council failed to interact with
the community and continued to
press on toward their ultimate
goal, to urbanise a seaside ham-
let at great cost to ratepayers and
destroy shearwater habitat in the
process. An overwhelming 80 per
cent of voters have rejected the
special charge scheme. As has
been evident with a number of
projects undertaken by this coun-
cil, the cultural centre being just
one of many, where council has
failed dismally to maintain con-
trol over financial blowouts that
ratepayers in the end are forced
to pay. It is time for this council
to be held accountable for failed
communication and excessive
cost blowouts.

Graeme Davy, Surf Beach

Newhaven boat ramp

From the drawing published on
the BBV website, it appears the
existing ramp is to be extended
significantly. This would impact
on boats exiting and entering the
marina. These boats have only a
small width of navigable water
to manoeuvre in. This may make
this area less safe for boaters.

The draft concept design
shows the removal of part of the
grassed area adjacent to the wa-
ter’s edge, including the removal
of the picnic table. Less area for
families to enjoy the ambience of
the sandy beach play area.

Extra angled boat trailer
parking to be provided along
the eastern side of the roadway
will increase traffic movements,
as boaters wanting to launch/
retrieve will need to travel along
Seaview to be able to easily re-
verse down the boat ramp.

The existing fish cleaning
table already is a health hazard,
with fish offal being left to rot
above the high-water line. This
design proposal does not appear
to improve the situation.

Extra boat and trailer activ-
ity will negatively impact on the

safety of pedestrians who walk
through the Yacht Squadron
parking area to the west, to ac-
cess the marina wall.

Will the projected extra boat
and trailer traffic using this pro-
posed extended facility also im-
pact those members of the pub-
lic who use the Squadron boat
ramp? How does BBV propose to
address this?

The proposed dredged area
may adversely affect other tidal
water flows in the area, affecting
other small beach areas which
are used by families with chil-
dren. It may also adversely af-
fect the many birds who frequent
the area.

Newhaven is currently a
friendly, family-oriented vil-
lage, with a much-used play-
ground and BBQ area on Forrest
Avenue. This carparking area
currently forms part of a pleas-
ant walking trail through and
around our town.

We often have traffic issues
involving boat trailer parking
during the summer months. This
proposal will do little to improve
the amenity of the village.

There’s a public consultation
session at the Newhaven Yacht
Squadron clubrooms, on De-
cember 7 between 4pm and 7pm.
Come along and be informed.

Patricia Street, Newhaven
Residents Group Inc.

Detrimental impact

The proposed development for
a four-storey retail and residen-
tial block on 18 The Esplanade,
Cowes, seeks another waiver of
car parking spaces and a waiver
to extend commercial activity of
shops into a designated residen-
tial zone.

The proposed site is opposite
the historic recreation area of
Mussel Rocks Reserve with its
barbecue and picnic facilities,
grass embankment and beach
access infrastructure.

The developer’s four storey
proposal includes three shops
at ground level with direct on-
street frontage and the car en-
trance for the ten apartments to
be directly opposite the two ac-
cess stairs to the child-friendly
Cowes Main Beach which is
Lifesaver patrolled in the sum-
mer holiday season.

On any given day or weekend
or holiday time this is a popular
destination for families, island-
ers and day trippers. There is no
bus service or bicycle track.

The impact of all the waivers of

car parking spaces for already ap-
proved surrounding developments
on the streetscape and availability
of car spaces is yet to be felt by lo-
cal residents or tourists.

This development proposal
would have a detrimental effect
on an iconic part of the Cowes
Foreshore, Mussel Rocks, which
was a bicentennial project car-
ried out in late 1989-1990 with
voluntary labour of around 400-
500 hours supplied by the Lions
Club of Phillip Island.

Such an encroachment of
commercial activity into this
residential and recreational zone
will change the character and
ambience of the Cowes Main
Beach foreshore and will add to
traffic congestion and parking
limitations.

Annie Kirby, Cowes

Disingenuous

Following the democratic rejec-
tion by ratepayers of the imple-
mentation of the SBSB special
charge scheme, defeated propo-
nents of the scheme are widely
bandying about the term “third
world”, and demanding that coun-
cil must do something to rectify
the “third world” conditions they
are being forced to live in.

What an ignorant and disin-
genuous claim, and one that is
appallingly insensitive to those in
other parts of the world who gen-
uinely have to live in third world
conditions.

The term “third world” is used
to define countries and places
that have, as a minimum, three
basic characteristics. These are:
1. high poverty rates and the ac-
companying high mortality (es-
pecially infant mortality) rates.
2. economic and political instabil-
ity and 3. a lack of basic human
necessities like access to water,
shelter or food for its citizens. It
is difficult to see any correlation
between these characteristics and
life in our seaside suburbs.

Anyone who claims that Sun-
derland Bay and Surf Beaches
experiences any of the aforemen-
tioned third world conditions,
should step out into the streets
and have a good look around at
the relatively unspoilt conditions
that we are privileged to live in,
and share an abundance of beau-
tiful fauna with.

Then perhaps, they could more
realistically reflect on their claim,
and ask themselves why they ever
chose to live here in “third world”
conditions in the first place.

Ross Bencraft, Surf Beach.

yveézsoqr
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Newhaven College celebrates excellence

EDUCATION

To celebrate the conclu-
sion of the 2023 school
year, last week Newhaven
College held two Presen-
tation Evenings for the
Junior School and Middle/
Senior School.

Both events were held
in the College’s gymna-
sium, overflowing with
teachers, staff, students
and their supportive fami-
lies.

The Year 5-11 Presenta-
tion Evening was hosted
by the 2024 College Cap-
tains Tahlia Williams,
Max Arceo, Tom Bird and
Alice Mabilia, who per-
formed their first formal
captaincy duties.

The Junior School Cel-
ebration Evening hosts
were 2022 Captains,
Harper Perry and Alfie
Russo, and Vice Captains
Edith Jamieson and Flynn
Wright.

Junior School

The Junior School Celebra-
tion was a fitting end to the
school year as the success
of all students was cel-
ebrated. Junior School stu-
dents were presented with
a certificate of achievement
for completing a wonder-
ful year of learning and
improvement. The students
demonstrated their talents
with singing and music
performances onstage.

Mr Ralph Arceo, reflect-
ing on his 10 years as Head
of Junior School spoke
about the Junior School
philosophy.

“Throughout my years
in Junior School, there has
been one collective obliga-
tion that has driven our
every action: the commit-
ment to positively impact
the well-being and academ-
ic outcomes of the young
students entrusted in our
care,” Mr Arceo said.

This year’s recipient of the Reverend John Leaver Award is Jack
Ryan (Year 11), with Principal Mr Tony Corr and Mr Greg Price, who
was named a Life Governor for more than 20 years of service to

Newhaven College.

Clarke House took out the honours for the House Cup this year. Prin-

cipal Mr Tony Corr presented the cup to Middle School Clarke House
captains: Maximilian Brocklesby, Ania Falzon and Zoe Paterson.

The winners of a new St Vincent De Paul Society Frederic Ozanam
scholarship award are Zachariah Coldora and Bonnie McBride with
Principal Mr Tony Corr and Chair of the Board Mr David Jobe. These
two Year 6 students have displayed the qualities of quiet achievers,
with compassion and thoughtfulness towards others while at school.

“Every student who has
walked through our doors
has been valued, and our
expectations have consis-
tently been reinforced. In
this nurturing environ-
ment, we have fostered
self-esteem, independence,
empathy, and equipped our
students with the skills to
make informed decisions
to have success in life.”

Mr Arceo will be com-
mencing as Head of Middle
School in 2024. Mrs Cath
Huther, who will be replac-
ing Mr Arceo, attended the
evening,.

Middle and
Senior School
There were songs, words
and awards during an eve-
ning which celebrated the
successes of students in
academics, sport, values
and music.

The procession  of
award presentations was
interspersed with some

stunning musical per-
formances. The Middle
School Choir performed
“Easy on Me” by Adele,
Senior School band The
Dropkicks pumped out
“Chelsea Dagger” by The
Fratellis and the final
performance of the eve-
ning was from the Senior
School Ensemble, “Waka
Waka” by Shakira.

This year, three staff
members, Chris Appleby,
David Arnott and Sue
Mitchell received recogni-
tion for twenty years or
more of service and dedi-
cation to the school.

Six staff were recog-
nised for fifteen or more
years of service: They
were Nathan Leys, Mar-
celle Krieg, Carmel Rob-

erts, Stewart Bathgate,
Melanie Flower and Ric
Pearce.

A further 25 staff were
recognised for 10 or more
years of commitment to

With Life Governor Mrs Pam Cameron and Mrs Meryl Reid from
the Lions Club of Phillip Island who sponsor the Donald Cameron
OAM award, is this year’s recipient Zoe Scott (Year 10).

Winner of the ADF Future Innovators Award - Isaac Savona (Year
10) with Director of Learning Karen Milkins-Hendry.

The Bendigo Community Bank awards recognise students in Year 9

who have displayed strong community values and includes $1000
per year for the next three years. The award recipients were Year
9 students Tilly Stecher, Felix Fothergill, Jasmine Ruffin and Mey-
anna Christensen, pictured here with Mr Bruce Proctor and Mrs
Bronwyn Pratt from the Bendigo Bank.

the college.

Mr Greg Price was
named a Life Governor
after 20 years of dedi-
cated participation on the
College Board, including
over 10 years as the Board
chair, and for his many
years of support of Ne-
whaven College.

Student awards

A wide range of awards
was presented to recognise
outstanding achievement
in Academic Studies, Mu-
sic, Sport, Values, Theatre
and Drama, Design, Vi-
sual Arts, Technology, and
Building and Construction.

Senior  School Dux
Awards for Year 9 - Tilly
Stecher, Year 10 — Maisie
McMurray, Year 11 - Ga-
briel Winterson.

ADF Long Tan Youth
Leadership Award — Thom-
as Scott (Year 10).

ADF Future Innova-
tors Award — Isaac Savona

(Year 10).

Kwong Lee Dow Young
Scholars Program - Lara
Smyth (Year 10).

Luke Bolding Memorial
Scholarship — Gabriel Win-
terson (Year 11).

St Vincent de Paul So-
ciety Frederic Ozanam
Awards - Zachariah Col-
dora and Bonnie McBride
(Year 6).

The Bendigo Commu-
nity Bank Awards - Tilly
Stecher, Felix Fothergill,
Jasmine Ruffin and Mey-
anna Christensen (Year 9).

Peter Reith AM Memo-
rial Prize — Tilly Stecher
(Year 9).

Donald Cameron OAM
Award - Zoe Scott (Year
10).

Rev John Leaver Award
—Jack Ryan (Year 11).

Duke of Edinburgh
Award - Gold — Mackenzie
Wain (Year 11).

More photos at pisra.
com.au/education

The 2023 recipient of the Luke Bolding Scholarship is Gabriel Win-
terson (Year 11). This award is given in memory of Luke Bolding,
who was a proud Bass House Captain in 2014.

Year 4 students presented their last performance as part of the
Junior School at the Celebration evening on Wednesday night.

Thomas Scott was the recipient of the ADF Long Tan Youth Leader-
ship Award. He is pictured with Vice Principal and Head of Senior

School Mr Jason Scott
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NEWS

Colour runs riot

EDUCATION

San Remo Primary School held a
colourful fundraiser last month,
to raise money for the middle/se-
nior school playground.

The Biennial Colour Run was
organised by the school’s events
committee and students raised a
stunning $15,724 for their project.

“As you can see, all the stu-
dents had a wonderful time,”

said Principal Karen Bowker.

“The weather was perfect and
parents joined in the fun spray-
ing students and teachers with
colour.

“There was the water rain-
bow for students to slide under
and get wet, a slide to go down,
tyres to run through and water
pistols to dodge,” Karen said.

“There was even a cheeky prin-
cipal throwing buckets of water.”

At the end of the day, three
staff members got slimed by
the students who had raised the
most money.

The lucky teachers were
drawn out of a hat and there
was plenty of excitement at the
chance to slime the principal.

A fantastic effort and a bril-
liant time was had by all.

More photos at pisra.com.au/
education

All photos: Regina Magner, Magner Media.

Protecting hooded plover population

CONSERVATION

Residents and visitors are re-
minded that summer beach re-
strictions are now in place.

Dogs are now prohibited be-
tween 10am and 5pm on some
beaches.

Phillip Island and wildlife
authorities are coming together
this summer to protect our na-
tive wildlife and educate people
about how they can safely share
the beach with animals and give
them the best chance to thrive.

Phillip Island Nature Parks’
Sharing Our Shores campaign,
run in partnership with Bass
Coast Shire Council and the
Conservation Regulator aims to
raise awareness about some of
our most vulnerable species, in-
cluding the beach-nesting hood-
ed plover, and how beach visi-
tors can support their survival.

Reserve Manager Ben Thom-
as says the joint campaign is
about sharing the coast safe-
ly and helping care for these
threatened shorebirds during
their breeding season.

“It is a shared community
responsibility that we all help
safeguard the unique and won-

derful wildlife we have on Phil-
lip Island to ensure they are pro-
tected,” Mr Thomas said.

Sharing Our Shores is align-
ing with the Conservation Reg-
ulator’s Operation Save Our
Hoodies (SoHo), which is edu-
cating beachgoers and enforc-
ing rules around hooded plover
nesting sites.

Hooded plovers are a tiny,
native bird that nests along the
high tide line and in sand dunes
during spring and summer.
Their eggs and chicks are dif-
ficult to see and at risk of being
trampled or disturbed by beach
users and their dogs.

“We encourage all beach us-
ers to be mindful of wildlife in
the area. Keep to the designated
paths and have your dog on a
lead, away from signed nesting
areas.

“This campaign is about re-
specting all beach users, which
is why the regulations prohibit
dogs between the hours of 10am
and 5pm on some beaches.”

Patrols

Sharing Our Shores runs from
December 1 to 31 March 31, 2024
and involves both patrols by Au-

thorised Officers along the Phil-
lip Island coast and an educa-
tional poster competition.

Local students are encour-
aged to create artwork that
communicates the importance
of harmony between residents,
visitors and the natural environ-
ment that supports local conser-
vation efforts.

The winning artworks of
threatened shorebirds and other
native animals from last year’s
competition feature in advertis-
ing for this year’s campaign.

Bass Coast Shire Council
Mayor Clare Le Serve said resi-
dents and visitors had an impor-
tant role to play in supporting
local conservation efforts.

“Phillip Island is loved by
many, and we want everyone to
enjoy and respect this special
part of the world together,” May-
or Le Serve said.

“I urge dog owners to check
local signage and take advice
from the rangers and authorised
officers who will be doing an im-
portant job this summer to help
protect local wildlife and ensure
everyone has a safe and enjoy-
able experience.”

Hooded plovers are protected

Phillip Island Nature Parks’ Sharing Our Shores campaign, is run in partner-
ship with Bass Coast Shire Council, and the Conservation Regulator, and aims to
protect the hooded plover and other native wildlife.

under the Wildlife Act 1975 and
it is illegal to disturb, injure,
or destroy them; damage their
habitat; or interfere with warn-
ing signage. Penalties range
from $96 on-the-spot fines up to
a maximum penalty of $46,154.
Dog owners must also be aware
of local beach regulations, par-
ticularly areas where dogs are
prohibited, and always keep pets
on-lead or under their control,

as they face fines up to $4807 if
their dog attacks wildlife.

The Conservation Regulator
investigates reports of habitat
destruction and dogs harassing
hooded plovers. Reports can be
made to Crime Stoppers Victoria
on 1800 333 000.

More information on beach
restrictions: ~ www.basscoast.
vic.gov.au/services/pets-ani-
mals/where-can-i-walk-my-dog
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Jordan Crugnale MP with SES Phillip Island Crew members Dave, Dennis, Ste-
phen, Sarah and Phil. Phillip Island SES received $87,426.61 to upgrade their

support vehicles to a Toyota Hilux.

Funding boost for local
emergency services

GRANTS

Four local emergency service
organisations in the Bass elec-
torate have received $226,696
in funding to support their on-
going service to the local com-
munity as part of the Victorian
Emergency Services Equipment
Program (VESEP) grants.

VESEP is an annual grants
program that helps Victorian
emergency services volunteer
groups purchase essential oper-
ational equipment, vehicles and
appliances a s well as undertake
minor facility improvements.

Local MP, Jordan Crugnale
congratulated the SES Units of
Phillip Island and Wonthaggi
as well as Inverloch SLSC and
Cape Paterson SLSC and ac-
knowledged their respective fi-
nancial contributions.

“This is such great news as
now our local SES can upgrade
their vehicles and our Surf
Lifesaving Clubs can purchase
equipment needed for rescues
like boards, outboard motors,
defibrillators and lifejackets.

“THE VESEP program is so
important as it provides volun-
teers with the equipment and
facilities they need to continue
their selfless work and we'’re
grateful for all that they do to
protect our community,” Ms
Crugnale said.

“Our emergency service vol-
unteers work incredibly hard to
keep our communities support-
ed, informed and safe.

“We are in for a big season
and I want to thank them for

being out and about in our com-
munity holding information ses-
sions, having open days, visiting
schools, having a presence at
markets — all to get the message
out about water safety, remind-
ing us to do our fire prepared-
ness plan and taking a little
more care on our roads.”

Phillip Island SES and Won-
thaggi SES received $87,426.61
and $83,641.70 respectively to
upgrade their support vehicles
to a Toyota Hilux.

Cape Paterson Surf Life-
saving Club received $24,290
for foam and fibreglass res-
cue boards, defibrillator and
AED trainers, while Inverloch
Surf Lifesaving Club received
$30,338 to purchase a Polaris
Ranger, outboard motors, rescue
boards, lifejackets, AED Train-
ers, radios and First Aid Kits.

Waratah Beach Surf Life Sav-
ing Club and Kongwak and Dis-
trict CFA also received funding.

Through this round of grants,
CFA brigades have received
more than $10.8 million, Victoria
State Emergency Service units
received more than $2.4 million,
Life Saving Victoria’s surf life-
saving clubs received more than
$850,000 and Marine Search
and Rescue crews received more
than $350,000.

Phillip Island SES, Wont-
haggi SES, Inverloch SLSC and
Cape Paterson SLSC are four of
233 applicants to receive a grant
as part of the 2023 24 program.

For more information or to
view the full list of grant recipi-
ents, visit emv.vic.gov.au/vesep
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Bringing home the medals

TOURISM AWARDS

A swag of medals from the recent
Victorian Tourism Awards have
come home to Bass Coast.

Bass Coast Shire Council,
Phillip Island Nature Parks,
Destination Phillip Island and
NRMA Phillip Island Beachfront
Holiday Park were all winners at
the ceremony last week at Crown
Palladium.

Phillip Island Nature Parks
picked up silver in the Major
Tourist  Attraction category,
highlighting its combination of
eco-tourism with successful con-
servation. Zoos Victoria took out
the Gold.

Phillip Island Nature Parks
Chief Executive Officer Cath-
erine Basterfield said the Nature
Parks’ staff and volunteers had
worked hard to rebuild visitation
in the last two years, and this
award was due recognition of
their dedicated efforts.

“This award is validation of
the incredible experiences Phillip
Island Nature Parks work hard
to deliver, and it showcases that
our staff, volunteers and visitors
really are the cornerstone of our
success,” Ms Basterfield said.

“I am so proud to work with a
team that is committed to show-
casing the unique wonders of
Phillip Island while managing
environmental and wildlife con-
servation.”

Bass Coast Shire Council won
silver in the Local Government
for Tourism category, and bronze
for Visitor Information Services.

“Bass Coast is synonymous
with tourism, hosting more than
3.4 million visitors every year,”
Mayor Clare Le Serve said.

“This is a testament to the
entire community who work to-
gether to support tourism in this
beautiful region.”

Destination Phillip Island won
silver in the Tourism Marketing
and Campaigns category for its
“101 square kilometres of amaz-
ing” campaign.

“This is wonderful recognition
for the largest campaign in the
history of the organisation and
the contribution and hard work
of the DPI team, especially Arni-
ka Martin — Marketing Co-Or-

Daniel Rutter and his team from NRMA Phillip Island Beachfront Holiday Park
were thrilled to win Gold at the Victorian Tourism Awards.

Phillip Island Nature Parks: Melissa Cashman, Stephanie James, Mark Anderson,
Debbie Buschmann and Catherine Basterfield. The Nature Parks won Silver in
the Major Tourist Attraction category at the Victorian Tourism Awards.

Destination Phillip Island won Silver in the Tourism Marketing and Campaigns
category for its “101 square kilometres of amazing” campaign. Serena Cabello
(Staff), Catherine Basterfield (Chair), Kimberley Brown (Board), Kim Storey (GM),
Jeff Webb (Board), Arnika Martin (Staff), Alisha Harding (Staff), Tina Orr (Board).

dinator and our working group
members,” said General Manager
Kim Storey.

NRMA Phillip Island Beach-
front Holiday Park won the gold
in the Caravan and Holiday
Parks category.

“We are all very excited and
very humbled to be gold winners,
said Daniel Rutter, Park Man-
ager.

Daniel said the award means
they are now entered in the Aus-
tralian Tourism Awards, which
will be held in Darwin in March
2024.

Other local winners included
Harman Wines (Bronze - Tour-
ism Wineries, Distilleries and
Breweries), and Genesta House
Bed & Breakfast (Silver — Hosted
Accommodation).

A walk back through time

BOOK LAUNCH

It was a great meeting of the is-
land’s clans in the famous Otira
shearing shed at Ventnor on
Saturday, for the launch of the
much-anticipated book “Home
Paddock Stories. Phillip Island
and Beyond”, by Laurie Dixon.

Old friends and new came
from near and far, to celebrate
this special occasion. Many bore
the surnames of the island’s ear-
ly settlers.

Highlights of the afternoon
included the launch of the book
by Laurie’s school friend and
lifelong mate Robin Goodall;
oration of a poem by Michael
Cleeland, written especially
for the occasion; and Cameron
Sanders, a descendant of the
Cleeland and Sanders pioneer-
ing families, and Quinn Kellock
entertaining all present on their
euphoniums.

Cameron’s euphonium was
gifted to him by Laurie. It was
the one Laurie used as a mem-
ber of the old Phillip Island
Brass Band.

Raconteur

Laurie Dixon was born in 1938,
inthe hospital gifted to the island
community by his grandparents
William and Lucy Thompson,
after whom the Cowes main
street is named ... and twenty
minutes before the arrival of his
best friend through life, twin
brother John.

Prompted by the diaries he
has meticulously kept since 1952
to the present day, his book is
filled with personal anecdotes
and recollections, which reflect
an irrepressible spirit of ad-
venture, strong work ethic, and
a deep connection to family,
friends and rural life.

A raconteur who loves to spin
a yarn, in “Home Paddock Sto-
ries. Phillip Island and Beyond”
Laurie has chronicled a life
spanning eight decades, docu-
menting the day to day activities
and happenings of family and
community life; in so doing also
providing a unique insight into
Phillip Island’s social history
and development.

Laurie’s writings in his book

are laced with fun and humour,
which were the hallmark of life
in the small and tight knit rural
community into which he was
born: school days at Ventnor
where the teacher occasionally
failed to arrive; the island’s foot-
ball fields where lifelong friend-
ships were made; dodging local
Fisheries inspectors while out
hunting mutton birds; and regu-
lar marches down Thompson
Avenue as a member of the Phil-
lip Island brass band.

A gun shearer in his heyday,
Laurie worked in shearing sheds
near and far. And at various times
worked on the rebuilding of the
old racetrack in time for the first
Phillip Island Motorcycle GP in
1989; construction of the Nobbies
Sea Life Centre; ran a hydropon-
ics family herb farm for 11 years;
and in the 1970s constructed the
Cowes East beach rock wall as
part of a team of three.

At one point he found him-
self pictured on the front page
of metropolitan and local news-
papers, helping his house guest,
Queensland shark hunter Vic

Laurie Dixon at Saturday’s book launch attended by over 100 people, with his wife
Jenni, daughters Robyn, Narelle and Jane, and five of his nine grandchildren.

Hyslop, who landed a record-
breaking white pointer off the
Nobbies, to bring the 2.4 tonne
monster onto the beach in Cow-
es. This is just one of the quirky
tales to be found in these pages,
along with travel adventures in
the Australian outback and holi-

days across three continents in
his later years.

“Home Paddock Stories: Phil-
lip Island and Beyond”, is 198
pages of great reading and is
available for purchase at $40 per
copy. Email: homepaddockld@
gmail.com
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Men’s A grade singles: winner David Rooks and

runner-up Rafa Lobo.

TENNIS

The Phillip Island Tennis
Club held its 2023 Senior
Club Championships on
Sunday, December 3.

Those who attended
witnessed some great ten-
nis, with the final match of
the day (Mixed Singles Fi-
nal) drawing much cheer-
ing and applause from ev-
eryone watching.

Many thanks to Club
Coach Paul Rowbottom (In-
novative Tennis Manage-
ment) for looking after the

Ladies’singles winner Edith Kaminsky and run-

ner up Fabiola Smith.

Senior club championships

draw and trophies, to ev-
eryone who contributed to a
fabulous lunch and to those
who participated and came
from near and far (one from
Adelaide!) to watch and en-
joy a great day.

Winners and runners-
up were:

Men’s A grade singles:
winner David Rooks and
runner-up Rafa Lobo.

Men’s B grade singles:
winner Shane Dough-
erty and runner-up Terry
Ahern.

Ladies’ singles: winner

Edith Kaminsky and run-
ner-up Fabiola Smith.

Men’s doubles: win-
ners Rafa Lobo and Terry
Ahern, runners-up Rick
Fitzgerald and John Lan-
caster.

Ladies’ doubles: win-
ners Edith Kaminsky and
Amanda Walker, run-
ners-up Betty Malloy and

Robyne Lunn.
Mixed doubles: winners
Shane Dougherty and

Amanda Walker, runners-
up Geoff Clements and
Edith Kaminsky.

SPORT

GOLF

Tuesday, November
28

Men’s Stableford

Overall winner: Ray Jans-
son (18) with 39 points.

A grade winners:
Lachlan Robinson (-3)
with 38 points c¢/b to Rob
Haydon (12).

B grade winners: Ray
Jansson (18) with 39
points from Brett Saun-
derson (21) on 37 points.

C grade winners: Rob
Wood (29) with 37 points
from John Gains (24) on
33 points c/b.

BDL to 33 points.

NTP: 5th Ron Owen,

7th Stephen Mack, 10th
Dave Egan and 17th
Lachlan Robinson.
Men’s 9-hole Stableford
Winner: Col Cordery (33)
with 18 pts from Brian
Baker (21) on 17 pts c/b.

BDL to 15 pts c/b.

Wednesday,
November 29

Women’s 18-hole Stroke
A grade winner: Vicki

(Days on the green

Ramage (24) 67 nett.

B grade winner: Mi-
chelle Pardoe (30) 73 nett.
BDL to 82 nett C/B.

NTP: 5th Emma Hall,
7th Megan Elbaz, 10th
Rhonda Boyd and 17th
Emma Hall.

Thursday,

November 30

Open Stableford

Overall winner: Brenton
O’Brien (17) with 38 pts
c/b.

A grade winners:
Heath Grace (15) with 36
pts c¢/b from Geoff Daff
(13) with 36 points.

B grade winners: Bren-
ton O’Brien (17) with 38
pts and Rickardo Meder
(18) with 32 pts c/b.

C grade winners: Paul
Waylen (35) with 38
points pts and Rich Rob-
in (23) with 35 pts.

BDL to 32 pts c/b.

NTP: 5th Mike Fitzmau-
rice, 7th Rob Hayden, 10th
Steve Sloss and 17th Syd
Hadley.

Open 9-hole Stableford
Winner: Alan Tindale

B1) with 19 pts from
Ian Samuel (28) with 17
points c/b.

Saturday,
December 2
Men’s 18-hole Stroke,
round four champion-
ships was a wash out,
thereby the men’s final
round of the champi-
onships will be held on
Saturday, December 9.
Women’s 18-hole
Stroke, round four
championships for A
and B grade was also
cancelled however, the
championship was de-
cided on the results at
the end of round three.
Emma Hall is our
ladies club champion
and Lorraine Ham-
mon our B grade club
champion.

Sunday,

December 3

Open 18-hole Stableford
Winners: Mark Collison
(9) with 35 pts from Vin-
cent Phelan (15) with 31
pts.

g

BOAT SERVICING!! FREE PICK UP AND DELIVERY

EXTENDED TO AUGUST Phillip Island and San Remo areas
Call 0359 569238 NOW to book in

HUGE STACER STOCK RUNOUT

HUGE SAVINGS on all Stacer / Mercury Packages
Runabouts, BowRiders, Tinnies and more IN STOCK NOW!
14 BEACH RD, RHYLL PHILLIP ISLAND
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Youngsters go online

SURFING

Surfing Australia has
launched the 2024 Aus-
tralian Junior Online Surf
Championships, with an
extended competition win-
dow giving surfers more
time to submit waves.

Groms aged from Un-
der 12 to Under 18 can now
sign up, with the competi-
tion window set to start
on January 1. Once you've
entered in your age divi-
sion, you can sign up in
other fun categories such
as Best Air, Best Barrel
and Best Wipeout.

Winners across all indi-
vidual divisions will earn
6500 points for first place,
which will contribute to
their 2024 National Junior
Rankings.

This year, the event is
being powered by mophie.
The brand earlier this year
signed Molly Picklum as
an ambassador and is also
giving away tons of prizes.

Brad Bricknell from
mophie said: “We love
what Surfing Australia
does in this space, and
we'’re thrilled to partner
with them in next year’s
event. Being a digital event
that relies on devices stay-
ing charged, it’s a great fit
for the mophie brand, and
we'’re stoked to be part of
powering the next genera-
tion of Australian surfers.”

The online surfing com-

Molly Picklum is an ambassador for mophie, which is sponsoring
the Junior Online Surfing Championships. Photo: Matt Dunbar,

Surfing Australia.

petition was set up during
Covid to provide equal op-
portunities for junior surf-
ers at their local breaks. Its
success has seen the event
continue with a boost in
National Junior Rankings
points last year. All Aus-
tralian juniors in U12 - U18
divisions can enter without
state qualification required.

The competition win-
dow opens on January
1, 2024 and will run over
three months. Entries will
remain open until mid-
night on March 31, 2024
and winners will be an-
nounced on April 5, 2024,
after judging.

Surfing Australia and
Head Olympic judge Glen

Elliott will lead a three-
person panel, with surfers
being judged on their best
one wave via online video
submission. Competitors
can swap out their entries
right until the close of the
competition window.
Surfers can compete in
a range of other categories
once they enter their appli-
cable age division includ-
ing Best Air, Best Barrel
and Best Wipeout. Please
note, these categories will
be prize-based and have no
associated rankings points.
More information on
rules and judging as well
as how to enter at austra-
lianjunioronlinesurfcham-
pionships.com

vvSssgzoor
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FISHING

If you have been sitting
around for the last couple
of weeks looking out the
window waiting for the
weather to improve, the
week coming looks to be
the best in a while.

November was an
improvement from the
previous year, however
we still missed plenty of
days with easterly winds
showing up.

There have been some
good quality fish of vary-
ing species being report-
ed, including some school
tuna a few weeks ago.

Most are fishing in the
bay due to the weather
with not many venturing
offshore yet, however it
won’t be long before we
see plenty heading that
way chasing tuna, sharks
or just a feed of flathead.

While numbers are
lower than some would
expect, the quality of the
fish in the bay has been
exceptional and due to
the slow start we could
maybe get a season that
continues well into the
holiday period.

Newhaven boat ramp

The concept drawing
produced Better Boating
Victoria is now online.

The best place to have
your say is on the BBV/
VFA social or web pages.

Or better still - in per-
son at a drop-in session
to be held at the Newhav-
en Yacht Squadron on
Thursday, December 7,
from 4pm to 7pm.

The BBV team will be
there, as well as engi-
neers to chat through the
finer details.

To see the plans and
submit your feedback
before January 19, 2024,
head to betterboating.vic.
gov.au/consultations/ne-
whaven/.

The best thing you can
do is go have a look, ask
questions then give your
opinion based on what
can actually be done.

We all want acres of
land reclaimed, huge ar-
eas dredged and a car-
park to hold 200 cars and
trailers, the reality unfor-
tunately is very different.

Reclamation of large
areas - especially in this
area - is not easy. It has
been done elsewhere,
however, it is one of the
hardest things to do and
the process can take
years.

Excessive dredging is
the same, with so many

AROUND THE BAY

WITH JIM'S BAIT AND TACKLE

levels of approval to go
through our great grand-
kids might benefit.

And of course, short
of installing a multi-level
carpark, space is a huge
problem.

We will get a third
ramp, we will get a new
jetty and floating pon-
toon with some dredging,
we will get an increase
in carparking with some
tidy up of the rock wall,
we will get new cleaning
facilities.

The trick is to ensure
that those improvements
are designed the best they
can be around the restric-
tions of the area.

The best way to do
this is constructive feed-
back and not feedback on
things that just can’t be
done.

We have had some very
positive comments about
the concept drawing and
I hope those people head
over to the drop-in ses-
sion.

Whilst you are there,
don’t forget to mention in
your feedback; what you
think would be the best
time to do the improve-
ments.

While I have no idea
the length of time it will
take, I would suggest
there will be no change
over the next six to eight
months - however, the
six months over winter
would be far better than
six months over summer.

Fishing report

Despite the lack of op-
portunity and seemingly
low numbers for some
with snapper, whiting and
calamari, others have had
no problem and lucked out
pulling up in the right spot
at the right time, catching
as many as they wanted.

So when is the best time
and spot?

If you plotted the re-
ports on a map and time-
line you would fill up both,
such is the inconsistency
of both.

The snapper has prob-
ably had more of a pattern
with the typical deep early
and shallow late.

While this narrows it
down a little bit, there is
a lot of deep for the early
fish, with the afternoon a
smaller area towards Cor-
onet Bay and the mud.

We've had several re-
ports from those fish-
ing in the middle of the
day across the corals and
while they were kept busy
with undersize fish not
many bought home a feed.

My suggestion would
be to look at something
different.

Look around and find
yourself some live bait,
small mullet, salmon, yak-
ka’s and calamari.

Set up a live bait rig -
you will need some weight,
I prefer a longer leader
than normal and keep
changing your weight as
the tide changes.

A 5kg snapper or de-
cent gummy will have no
trouble at all taking a live
bait but the little pinkies
will leave it alone.

Whiting reports have
been more difficult, com-
ing from every inch and
depth of the bay, such as
deep water off Rhyll, the
channel off of Elizabeth
Island, across the corals,
along with the normal
whiting spots below and
above the bridge, even in
the shallows above Maggi
Shoal.

The only thing common
to the whiting reports is
the size of the first fish you
catch is what the majority
of the remaining fish in
that spot will be.

We are still hearing
about the very small ones
and there does seem to be
good numbers of small
stock in the bay.

Most of the reports con-
tain good quality healthy
whiting where one is a
meal on its own.

Calamari are not as bad
as they were early season
and while not what we ex-
pect, it’s definitely an im-
provement and there are
more times where a bag is
possible.

Like the rest, there’s
not a lot of consistency in
where, but when seems to
have narrowed to change
of light - especially off the
land or jetties.

We have also had a
handful of snapper and
whiting reports over the
last month off the jetties.

Cowes jetty is the best
for snapper, with Rhyll
and San Remo better for
whiting.

While land based never
produces dozens of fish,
the quality of the ones we
have reported would have
been worth the effort and
time spent chasing them.

Salmon are everywhere
at the moment - with re-
ports coming from the
boats, beaches and jetties
with the best method be-
ing metal slugs. But don’t
go too big, we get far more
2kg salmon reported on
25g lures than on 60g
lures.

Tidal predictions for Stony Point, Cowes -0.09 Newhaven -0.31

WED 6 DEC THU 7 DEC

12:37 am
0.81m

1:14 am
0.95m

LOW LOW

7:27 am
271m

7:57 am

HIGH 262m

HIGH

1:20 pm
0.99m

1:56 pm

LOwW
0 0.98m

7:30 pm
235m

8:19 pm

HICH 5 31m

All material is supplied in good faith and is believed to be correct. No responsibility or liability for errors or omissions is accepted.

FRI 8 DEC SAT 9 DEC

1:55 am
1.11m

2:44 am
1.26m

LOW LOW

8:30 am
253m

9:11 am

HIGH 2.45m

HIGH

2:35 pm
0.96 m

3:21 pm
0.92m

LOW LOwW

9:17 pm
230m

10:25 pm

HICGH 2.34m

HIGH
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Winners: Max Williams (L), Raff Merante (2), Frank D’Unienville (3) and John Nicholson (Inset)(S).

Midweek battles it out

BOWLS

San Remo once again
welcomed our 36 bowlers
for another round in our
weekly challenge.

The day started with
some very mild weather, a
slight chance of rain and a
little wind to make the day
more interesting.

The wusual sound of
friendly banter and laugh-
ter was heard across the
green.

Some great bowling
across the rinks, but it was
mixed with a few way-
ward shots as always from
a few of us.

As the day progressed
the wind increased some-
what, making it hard to

control the bowling, along
with the weather turning
icy making everyone run
for extra clothing - at least
it didn’t rain.

Peter, Pauline and John
once again did all the hard
work to make the game a
success, as they do each
week.

But as always, there are
winners and the rest of us.

This week’s winners
on 35 points were: John
Nicholson (S), Frank
D’Unienville (3), Raff Me-
rante (2) and Max Wil-
liams (L).

Runners-up on a score
of 34 points were: Tony
Heppleston (S), Laurie
Bell (3), Gwen Jeffrey (2)
and Bob Arnold (L).

Best one game win-
ners on a score of 23 were:
Craig Brown (S), Mark
Hanrahan (3) and Marites
(Mae) Soledad (L).

Mark was appreciated
by all for his work behind
the bar, along with Gwen -
who as always is the quiet
achiever - for her work
looking after the Kkitchen.

Next week we will be
meeting once again at Koo
Wee Rup, so if everyone
who is playing could be on
site by 10am to allow time
for Peter to work his magic
getting the teams set up.

Meanwhile, have a
great week and to all our
pennant players, we hope
you have a good weekend
of playing.

Winners of Social Bowls, from left to right: Bruce Puncher, Serge Castel and Bev Emmett.

Adverse conditions for social bowls

BOWLS

Social bowls was held on
November 30, with a small
group of keen bowlers who
made themselves available

HIGH TIDE IS MARKED IN BLACK

SUN 10 DEC MON 11 DEC

Low 3:45 am
1.38m

Low 4:58 am
1.46m

9:59 am
HIGH 237m

10:56 am
HIGH 232m
4:15 pm
0.86 m

5:14 pm

Low
0.77m

LOW
11:36 pm

HIGH 5 26m

LOW

HIGH

Low

to play testing conditions.
However, this didn’t
stop the standard of bowl-
ing and all bowlers should
be congratulated.
Runners up for the day:

Derek MacDonald, Lance
Wearne and Bev Emmett.

Congratulations to our
winners: Serge Castel,
Erol Bradford and Pruce
Puncher.

PHILLIP

TUE 12 DEC

12:43 am
2.62m

HIGH

6:12 am
1.46m

12:00 pm
231m

6:14 pm
0.66 m

ISLAND
MARINE

NEW & USED BOAT SALES
14 Beach Road, Rhyll
OPEN 7 DAYS

PH: 5956 9238

www.phillipislandmarine.com.au
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Cape Woolamai’s Scarlett Rennie in action at the Australian Junior Surfing Titles last week. Photo: Sam Walkerdene, Surfing Australia.

ALEX SCOTT
AND STAFF

184 THE ESPLANADE, SURF BEACH

« Situated on a large corner allotment with
amazing views of the ocean and boardwalk
access to the beach

* Open plan living, contemporary kitchen,
private courtyard with circular saltwater
heated plunge pool

* Fully contained guest pavilion

EOI BY 4APMTHURSDAY DECEMBER 7

7 BIRDWOOD AVENUE, COWES

* Huge allotment of over 900m? (approx.)
« Central to all that Cowes has to offer

* 3 bedrooms/| bathroom

$730,000

Junior titles completed

SURFING

The Woolworths Australian Junior
Surfing Titles wrapped up at Cape
Woolamai with high-quality surfing in
all age divisions and tightly contested
finals action.

While the island surfers missed out
on final spots, there was plenty of great
surfing on display for local fans.

Ul8 Men’s winner, Eden Hasson
(NSW), delivered an incredible perfor-

mance and a late score of 9.2 secured
his victory. Willow Hardy (WA) claimed
victory in the U18 Women’s division.

Maverick Wilson (WA) won the U16
Men’s final and Ziggy Mackenzie (QLD)
secured the U16 Women’s title.

Eliza Richardson posted the highest
heat total of the day, a 17.88 (8.38 + 9.50),
to win the Ul4 Girls title, while Locana
Cullen (NSW) won the Ul4 Boys title
with a perfect 10.00 score.

Contest Director, Liam Roberston

said: “It was a fantastic end to the Wool-
worths Australian Junior Surfing Titles
at Cape Woolamai. We were greeted
with playful two-foot waves, which saw
some amazing surfing and great battles
go down.

“A massive congratulations to all the
champions and overall state champion
Queensland. The future of surfing in
Australia is in good hands!”

Find all the results on liveheats.com/
events/142706

This week's league results

TENPIN BOWLING

Phantom League: 1st on 29pts
PBA9X, 2nd on 25pts AlleyGa-
tor, 3rd on 21.5pts Dragonfly
and 4th on 21pts Elizabeth.

Season high scores for men
and women: 204 PBA9X and
180 Elizabeth.

2s Company - Monday
league: 1st on 34pts King Pins,
2nd on 21pts Tinabe and 3rd on
28.5pts Mustang Alley.

Season high scores for men
and women: 192 Tricia Niessink
and 209 Raff Merante.

ABL (Almost Bowling Leg-
ends) - Wednesday league:
1st on 205.5 pts Knackers, 2nd
on 199pts PinPals and 3rd on
192.5pts Just Bowl Already.

Season high scores for men
and women: 237 Matt Edwards
and 199 Karen Klym.

Thursday night business
league and playoffs: To begin
the season high scores across
both business leagues. Clinton

HOME DELIVERY

Call your local
newsagency

ISSN 2200-100X

9772200100002

Armour with a huge score of
243 and Stacey Bjarring on 159.

Playoffs

On Thursday, November 30,
our business teams competed
in a knockout round to see who
would be crowned the official
winners of the 2023 Spring
season!

From our early league: 1st
Balls Deep, 2nd Happy Hour,
3rd Wooly Rollers and 4th Old
Timers.

From our late league: Ist
Team Rich, 2nd Jd’s, 3rd Loose
Knuckles and 4th Bananas in
Pyjamas.

The top team from each di-
vision received a 30-pin head
start whilst the second placed
teams received a 15-pin start.

For the first time in the busi-
ness competition both the first
and second placed teams in
each division were knocked
out leaving the third and fourth
placed teams to battle it out

Team Knackers won the Almost Bowling Legends on 205.5 points.

for the trophies and bragging
rights!

The Old Timers (Bob, Gerard,
Glenn and Ray) and Wooly Roll-
ers (Kerri, John and Troy) were
left standing, with The Old Tim-
ers taking the title with a total of
677 pins total whilst Wooly roll-

ers finished on 582 pins total.

Congratulations to Bob,
Gerard and Glenn on the vic-
tory (although we’re sorry you
missed your dinner reserva-
tion).

More photos at pisra.com.
au/sport

PHILLIP ISLAND & SAN REMO

ADVERTISER

2/28-30 MCKENZIE ROAD, COWES

* Two storey townhouse with spacious open
plan living

« Short stroll to north facing beach

* 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 cars

$680,000 TO $740,000

PERMANENT
RENTALS
URGENTLY
NEEDED
NOW!

CALL US
TODAY FOR
A FREE
RENTAL
APPRAISAL.

I 13aThompson Ave, Cowes
www.alexscott.com.au

5952 2633

JD02783AW



	PHIL-M-231206-001
	PHIL-M-231206-002
	PHIL-M-231206-003
	PHIL-M-231206-004
	PHIL-M-231206-005
	PHIL-M-231206-006
	PHIL-M-231206-007
	PHIL-M-231206-008
	PHIL-M-231206-009
	PHIL-M-231206-010
	PHIL-M-231206-011
	PHIL-M-231206-012
	PHIL-M-231206-013
	PHIL-M-231206-014
	PHIL-M-231206-015
	PHIL-M-231206-016 - 017
	PHIL-M-231206-018
	PHIL-M-231206-019
	PHIL-M-231206-020
	PHIL-M-231206-021
	PHIL-M-231206-022
	PHIL-M-231206-023
	PHIL-M-231206-024
	PHIL-M-231206-025
	PHIL-M-231206-026
	PHIL-M-231206-027
	PHIL-M-231206-028
	PHIL-M-231206-029
	PHIL-M-231206-030
	PHIL-M-231206-031
	PHIL-M-231206-032

